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is built upon a foundation equally permanent and refpectable with 
the government itfelf; it commences after the dedication, with the 


DECLARATION or INDEPENDENCE, in Congrefs, July 
4th, 1776, illuftrated with an extract from a letter wrote by Me. 
Avams, dated Amfterdam, O@ober 5th, 3780: then follows the Con- 
ftitution of the United States, with all its amendments, 


As a complete contraft to the above, the Sepi tion Law, the scalp- 
ing knife of government, and tomb-stone of American Liberty, together 
with its filter in iniquity, and hand-maid in oppreflion, the ALren Law, 
that monument of federal inconsistency, are intxoduced ; and, as afpecimen 
of the operation of the former, an extraét from the trial of Matruew 
Lyon, Efq. Reprefentative in Congrefs, for the pretended crime of 
Sedition, is inferted. 


Tue magnanimous and fpirited refolations and addrefs of the Legif- 
Jature of Virginia are followed by the like admirable refolves of the 
Legillature of Kentucky, with a defence of their principles and ten- 
dency, by Geornce Nrenotas, Efq. in a letter to his friend; this 
valuable pamphlet is too full of fentiment and information to be abridg- 
ed, and too lengthy to be introduced into one number, it will there- 
fore adorn the future progrefs of the work. 


Tue plan of government propofed by Alexander Hamilton, is a ve- 
ry expreflive and emblematical preludium to the fcenes of injuftice and 
oppreffion, which are expofed inthe fubfequent Definition of Parties, 
or the political effects of the Paper System; and demonftrates unequi- 
vocally the exiftence of a monarchical party, who, though they were 
fraftrated in their attempts to procure a conftitution agreeable to their 
wifhes, have, by ufurpation and implication, great hopes of aceom- 
plithing their obje@, 


Tue character of Arsert Gatxtatin, by Joun Trompson, is 
atonce an honorable {pecimen of national e!oqueice, and,a true picture 
of his life. 


Tue Review of the Funding System by Mr. Finpvtey, is a very 
valuable political hiftory of governmental errors, and the aggrandifed 
fpeculations of a faction of legal planderers. Subfequent’ numbers of 
the Magazine will be enriched with a continuation of this fubjeé. 


Some obfervations which were intended to accompany the plan for 
establishing the society, or order af the Cincinnati, are waved for the 
prefent. 


Tue Constitution of Virginia, is the commencement of a courfe, 
which will be purfued through the fuceeeding numbers, until all the 
ftate conftitutiens are introduced into the Magazine, 
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Tue life of Generar Greene, which compofes the principal 
biography of this number, will be concluded in the next, and followed 
by that of fome other eminent patriot, 


Tue hiftory of rhe national debt; or, the origin, progress, and pre- 
sent state of the debt of the United States, by ALBERT GALLATIN, 
will be contiaued ; as will the extracts from the addrefs of JOHN 
PAGE, of Rofewell, late Reprefentative in Congrefs, to his confti- 
tuents, 


Tue biographical memoirs of Alexander Hamilton, will be continu- 
ed until the public, by juttly appreciating his depravity fhall foffer him 
to fink into contempt; or, till his friends, to fhield his villany, fhall 
benignly caft over his enormities the veil of the Sedition Law. 


Suca other extracts from Callender’s writings as will tend to “ e- 
lucidate and explain,’’ will occafionally be introduced, 


Tue elegant, didactic, fententious, and argumentative writings of 
Curtius, Hortentius, Republicanus, Valerius, Honestus, Democritus, 
foc. &S'¢. will be attended to, as foon as the older and more fyftematic 
writings are difpofed of, 
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TRIUNE DEDICATION. 
FIRST. 


To the Republicans throughout the United States. 


TO your patronage I fubmit this publication ; for the diffemination 
of your principles it is inftituted ; and by your fupport, or vour negleé, 
it muft flourifh, or muft fade. In your caufe I have embarked ;—with 
you I muft rife or fall ; in common with you enjoy the bleflings of li- 
berty, or be engulphed in the vortex of defpotifm, and fliare the fate 
of the profcribed victims of a fanguinary Roman triumverate. 

A press properly conducted, is juftly numbered amorg the moft 
powerful weapons of liberty again flavery, virtue againft vice, and 
patriotifm againft ambition. But its qualities are perverted, its infiu- 
ence becomes pernicious, when it falls into the hands of fycophants, 
and hirelings, who are always ready to yarnith over, with fulfome a- 
dulation, the follies and vices, treacheries aud enormities of their pa- 
trons, and drown their crimes in praife. ‘This pidture is fo frequent 
in the United States, that it is very common to fee men elevated into 
office, whofe charaters are built up, not by virtuous actions, but by 
lamp-black and oil wasted upon paper. 

AtTHouch the /iberty of the press is exploded from the eastern, 
may we hope it will make a noble ftand in the middle and southern 
states ; for condemned and perfecuted as is that diberty, the civil and 
religious rights we enjoy are commenfurate only with the freedom of 
the prefs ; whis is a maxim fo well founded, that not all the tongues 
that move for hire, nor all the mercenary pens in the nation can con- 
trovert it; and that aét of government which abridges this freedom, 
can only be compared to the highwayman who firft rifles your pocket 
and then fwears you not to difelofe his crime. 

Wuewn Offices and vice, honor and corruption, influence and trea- 
chery, flow from the fame fountain, accountability is but a name ;— 
then the freedom, the terror, and cenforious power of the prefs, is the 
only check to the injuftice and avarice, the rapine and cruelty, of the 
fubordinate tyrant, 

In the execution of my plan for a National Magazine it will be pro- 
per to introduce a developement of the conduct and defigns, the plans 
and villanies, of an afpiring faction,* who are trampling on your 
liberties, abufing your confidence, defpifing republican virtues, and u- 
furping power neceflary for the execution of their confpiracies. + 

In the courfe of thofe ftriétures, confiderable latitude will be taken 
with the characters of men in office and the meafures of government, 
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* «* Tt may found oddly to fay that the majority is a faction, but it is 
“* neverthelefs literally juft, if the majority are partial in their own 
“* favor, if they refute or deny a perfe& equality to every member of 
** the minority, they are a faction.” ADAMS’ DEFENCE 34, vot. 

+ The fame principle renders a fpeculating government, a clan of 
confpirators, (See the foregoing note.) 
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elfe the liberty of the press would be sound without sense : but if I de- 
fcend to the unjuftifiable abufe of private character, or i: jure the ho- 
neft reputation of any perfon, I doubt not bat there are constitutional 
Jaws in every state, pointing out the paths to reftitution, and yirtue 
enough in édeir adminiftrators to execute them with impartiality. 

As the gratification of private malice and perfonal flander, ought to 
be feverely punifhed, fo ought-a ftri& examination into the condué and 
views of public charafers, and tendency of public meafures to be feru- 
Peloufly attended io. 

To accomplith the objets contemplated in the plan of this. work, it 
will not be neceffary to enumerate the caufes, or trace the fanguinary 
ftcps of the late revolutionary war, which was commenced with the 
laudable intention of giving liberty to four millions of people, but 
which with the aid of ambition, treachery, and Britifh gold to oil the 
hinges to the door of ufurpation, is like to produce five millions of 
flaves ;—-a war which fat out with the falutary obje@ of emancipating 
thirteen colonies, but which has produced monfters, who would rivet 
the chain of flavery upon fixtcen fates, It will, however, be necef- 
fary to take fo much of a retrofpective view, of the affairs of the 
United States, and introduce fuch documents, as will tend to elucidate 
and expofe the origin, progrefs, and alarming influence of that fyftem 
of iniquity and robbery, bribery and oppreflion, hypocrify and rapine, 
which may be traced from the attempt of Alexander Hamilton to palm 
ipon the convention a monarchical conftitation, through the corrupted 
mazes of funding aod banking, ftock-jobbing and fpeculating fyftems, 
down to the alien and fedition laws, ftanding army and offenfive navy 
of the prefent day. 

Persaps the American people may place to their own account many 
of the evils and enormities which have been he:ped upon them with fuch 
a profligate hand. The impetuolity, with which they rufhed into the 
advption of the Federal Conftitution, has in my humble opinion,*® pro- 
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® T am not alone in this opinion: eleven years ago the prophetic fpirir 
ofa Henry drewthe portrait: Debates inthe Virginia Convention, Vol. 
I. page 58, he fays, * The Confederation ; this fame defpifed govern- 
¢* ment, merits in my opinion, the higheft encomium: It carried us 
** through a long and dangerous war: It reudered us vittorious in that 
«* bloody confliét with a powerful nation: It has fecured us a territory 
¢* greater than any European monarch pofieffes ; And thall a govern- 
«* ment which has been thus ftrong and visorous, be accufed of imbe- 
<* cility, and akandoned for want of energy ? Confider what you are 
¢¢ about to do before you part with this government. Take longertime 
«* in reckoning things: Revolutions like this have happened in almoft 
** every country in Europe: Similar examples are to be found in an- 
** cient Greece and ancient Rome: Inftances of the people lofing their 
$< liberty by their own carelessness, andthe ampirion Ofarew. We 
¢« are cautioned by the honorable gentleman who prefides, againft fac~ 
«* tion and tarbulence: I acknowledge that licentioufnefs is dangerous, 
¢* and that it ought to be provided againit ; I acknowledge alfo the new 
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duced ev ls, the magnitude of which isincaleulable. Lefs precipitation 
would have brought the royalift to terms, and given time for lopping off 
the monarchical aod ariftocratical exereicences, and adding fortifications 
in its moft vulverable parts, which were objeéted againft by the defign- 
jn traitors in the Convention, in order to render their aflaults the more 
clig:ble. and their attacks the more fuccefsful. Like the architect, whos 
building a treasury, leaves a secret access, that he may steal in and 
plunder its contents. 

As necetlary as was union, a few manths or years delay, could not 
have produced evils, equal to thofe, which have flowed from the adop. 
tion of a conftiitution, which, it has frequently been faid, by thofe 


«* form of geverument may effectually prevent it: Yet there is another 
thing it will as effectually do; IT WILL OPPRESS AND RUIN 
«* THE PEOPLE. = here are fufficient guards placed againft {edition 
‘* and licentioufnefs; For when power is given to this government to 
“* fupprefs thefe, or, for any other purpofe, the language it aflumes is 


“‘clear, exprefs, and unequivocal ; but when this conftitution fpeaks 
“* of privileges, there is an ambiguity, fir, a fatal ambiguity .””>—— Page 
*< 59, ——‘* In fome parts of the plan before you, the great rights of 
et ¢ 


treemen are endangered, in other parts abfolutely taken away. How 
“* does your trial by jury Mand? In civil cafes gone—not fulflicienily 
fecured 19 criuminal—this beft privilege is gone ; But we are told that 


“* we necd not fear, becaufe thofe in power being our reprefentatives, 
** will not abufe the powers we put in their hands: I am not well verfed 
*< in hiftory, but I will fabmit to your recollection, whether liberty has 
a 


been deftr yed mott often by the licentioufnefs of the people, or by 
‘the tyranny of rulers? LimaGine, sin, you will find the balance 
$6 on the side of tyranny: Happy will you be if you mifs the fate of 
** thofe nati-ns, who, omitting to refilt their oppreffors, or negligent- 
“ly tof "8 their liberty to be wrefted from them, have groaned un- 

der into e defpotifm, Mest of the human race is now in this de- 
plorable condttion: And thofe nations who have gone in fearch of 
yrac deur, power, and fplendor, have alf fallen a facrifice, and been 
*« the victims of their own folly : While they acquired thofe vifionary 
‘s bicfliigs, they loft their freedom. My great objection to this gov- 
*©ernment is, that it does not leave us the means of defending our 
‘rights; or of waging war againft tyrants: It is urged by fome gen- 
‘*tlemen, thar this new plan will bring us an acquifition of ftrength, 
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‘©an army, and the militia of the ftates: This is an idea extremely 
*¢r diculous: Gentlemen cannot be in earnelt. This acquisition will 
6 ty £4 on yo r fallen liberty: Let my beloved Americans guard a- 
eeou lt that fatal lerhargy that has pervaded the univerfe: Have we 


«6 the means of resisting atsciplined armits, when our only defence, the 
** militia 15 put into the hands of Congress ?”’ Prophets in all ages, ei- 
ther from a defire of acquiring fame by their prefcient fkill, or acca- 
miulatiug pr perty by their profeflion, have been inclived to favor the 
progrefs of their predictions ; if it fhould appear that the remarkable 
fulfilment of ' r Heury’s prophefy has been accelerated by his own 
interp tition, it is of litule confequence to know whether yanity or ava- 
rice has molt plied: his meafures, 
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who are difpofed to take advantage of its imperfe€tions ‘is the won- 
der of the age andthe admiration of the world :” | am as far from 
denying to the conftitution the admiration which is due to its excel- 
lencies, as from joining in the praife of its imperfections, and fhould 
not here have made any obfervations upon it, only for an opportuni- 
ty of teftifying my fincere attachment to it, with ell itsimperfections, 
—and unalterable determination to fupport it, as far as my exertions 
and a ready acquiefcence to all its operations will contribute to that 
purpofe, and at the fame time to manifeft my independence of popular 
opinion. Notwithftanding the impotency of con(titutional barriers a- 
gaint tyranny, it is capable of affording every proteStionto life and 
property, whilft the nation is bleft with a virtuous legiflature and an 
honeit executive; it is therefore the duty of every man inviolably to 
fupport it, until the human mind, in its progrefs towards per- 
feability thall produce a more compleat fyftem. 

If there is any neceflity of my fpecifically pointing to the parti- 

cular weakneffes of the conftitution, to juftify my obfervation, ! will 
copy the fentiments ofa gentleman, who has been conftantly ad ing 
luftre to the charaéter he fuftained in the Virginia Convention: 
—'* Now, Sir, as to the refponfibility—Let us begin with the houfe 
*< of reprefentatives, which is the moft democratic part. The repre- 
** fentatives are elected by the people, but what is the refponfibility ? 
*¢ At the expiration of the time for whicli they are elected, the people 
«* may difcontinue them; butif they commit high crimes, how are 
*€ they to be pun'fhed? lapprehend the general government cannot 
*¢ punifh them, becaufe it would be a fubverfion of the rights of the 
St people, The ttate legiflasure cannot punifh them, becaufe they have 
€* no controul over them in any one initaz.ce. Inthe next place, con- 
€* fider the refponfibility of the fenators, To whom are they amenable ? 
l apprehend to none. They are punithable, neither by the general 
goverament, nor by the ftate legiflatures. The latter may cail them 
to an accou it, but they have no power to punifh them. 
«* Let us now confider the refpontibility of the Prefident- He is 
** elected for four years, and not excluded from re-election. Suppofe 
¢¢ he violates the laws and the conflitution, or commits high crimes, 
** by whom is he tobe tried? By his own Counfel!—By thofe who ad- 
‘ vife him to commit fuch violations and crimes? This fubverts the 
principles of juflice, as it fecures him from punifiment, He com- 
¢* mands the army of the United States till he is condemned, Will 
¢* not this be an inducement to foreign nations to ufe their arts and in- 
** trigues to corrupt his counfellors? If he and his countellors can 
«‘ efcape punifhment with fo much facility, whata delightful profped 
«¢ mu(t it be fora foreign nation, which may be defirous of gaining ter- 
«* ritorial or commercial advantages over us, to practife on them.” 

The heterogeneous and powerful legion which is combined againft the 
republican intereft of ths country, ought to be expofed from ove end 
of the Union to the other; and their machinations again liberty fair- 
ly developed; they confift of all the comprebenfive clafs of cringing fy- 
cophants and bafe hearted fatellites who prefer bafking in the funthine 
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of power, tothe elevated purity of foul, and noble {pirit of indepen- 
dence and virtue, all who are fecking offices from any fource, but from 
ihe people, and fuca of thofe, as have been poifoned by a corrupting 
patronage, or who own property in the natienal banks. or public funds, 
thofe finks of oppretlion and villainy ;—all old tories and apoftates of 
the revolution, whoare ** worming” themfelves into our counci!s and 
oorarmies; all Bricith merchants, fave a few honourable exeeptions, and 
thofe whe trade on Britith credit: from this fource much danger is to 
be appreuended :* Englith politics are dealt out with Englith goods, from 
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* This fubje& is very perfpicuoufly treated by Adam Smith, 
in his Enguiry into the Caufes of the Wealth of Nations, 
vol. |. page 417. 


—‘' The capital, however, that is acquired to any country by commerce 
and manufactures, ts all avery precarious and uncertain possession, till 
some part of it has been secured and realized in the cultivation and tm- 
provement of iss lands. A merchant, it has been said very properly, ts 
not necessarily the citizen of any particular country. It is in @ great 
measure indifferent to bim from what place be carries on his trade; and 
a very trifling disgust will make him remove his capital, and together 
wih it all the industry which it supports, fram one country to another. 
No part of it can be said to belong taany particular country, til] it bas 
spread as it were over the face of that country, either in buildings, or 
in the lasting improvements of lands. No vestige now remains of the great 
wealth, saidto have been possessed by the greater part of the Hans towns, 
except tn the obscure histories of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, 
It 15 even uncertain where some of them were situated, or to what towns 
in Europe the Latin names given to same of them belong. But though 
the misfortunes of Italy in the end of the fifteenth and beginning of the 
sixteenth centuries greatly diminished the commerce and manufactures of 
the cities of Lombardy and Tuscany, those countries still continue to be 
among the most populous and best cultivatedin Europe. The civil wars 
of Flanders, and the Spanish government which succeeded them, chased 
away the great commerce of Antwerp, Ghent, and Bruges. But Flanders 
still continues to be one of the richest, best cultivated, and most populous 

provinces of Europe. The ordinary revalutions of war and government 
easily dry up the sources of that wealth which artses from commerce only. 

That which arises from the more solid improvements of agriculture, 1s 
much more durable, and cannot be destroyed but by those more violent con- 
wulsions occasioned by the depredation of hostile and barbarous nations 

continued for a century or two together ; such as those that happened for 

some time before and after the fall of the Roman empire in the western 


provinces of Europe.” 
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the wholefale dealer in Europe down to the pedlar in America ;—all 
our flanding army from the higheft grade to the loweft, whofe exiltence, 
in time of peace, can be of no ufe but to afpiring defpots ;* and our 
navy is a fource of liule other advantage; this catalogue maft not be 
clofed without mentioning the federal volunteers, and cannor end with 
amore powerful enyine of corruption than Robert Lifton with his mil- 
lion of fecret fervice money, and more than fifty proftituied preffes ; 
fuch a powerful phalanx, leagued in oppreffion and cemented by ini- 
quity, foftered by power and infpired with the hope of monopoly and 
domination, can only be withftoed by the collected wifdom and virtue, 
moderation and firmnefs of the great body of republicans throrghout 
the United States, If this picturecan be heightened by a prophecy of 
bir. Adams, the portrait is at the ferviec of my readers, and may be 
found in his Defenee of the Conftitutions of the United States :— 
«* A few eminent confpicuous characters will be continued in their fears 
in the fovercign afflembly, from one election to another, whatever chan- 
ges are made in the feats around them; by fupericr art, addrefs and 
opulence, by more fplendid birth, reputations and connexions, they 
will be able to intrigue with the people and their leaders out of doors 
until they worm ouc moft of their oppofers, and introduce their friends ; 
to this end they will beftow all offices, contracts, privileges in com- 
merce, and other emoluments on the latter, and their connexions, and 
throw every vexation and difappointment in the way of the former, 
until they eftablith fuch a fyftem of hopes and fears throughout the 
{tate, as {hall euable them to carry a majority in every freth ele&ion of 
the houfe. The judges will be appointed by them and their party, and 
of confequence will be obfequious enough in their inclinations, The 
whole judicial authority as well as the executive, will be employed, per- 
verted and pr fticuted to the purpofes of eleétionecring. [Will this ap- 
ply to any character in the United States ?] No juttice will be attainable, 
nor will innocence or virtue be fafe in the judiciary courts, but for the 
friends of the prevailing leaders; legal profecutions will be irftituted 
and carried on againft oppofers, to their vexation and ruin; and as they 
have the public purfe at command as weil as the executive and judicial 
power, the public money will be expended the fame way. No favours 
will be attainable but by thofe who will court the ruling demagogsues in 
the houfe by voting for friends and inftruments; and penfions and fe- 
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“Ifthis aflertion weeds any illuftration, the reader is defired to 
confult the example of Pififtratus of Athens, Timotheus of Corinth, 
Agathocles of Syracufe, Marius, Sylia, and Cafar of Rome, Fran- 
cis Sforfa of Milan, Guftavus Ericfon of Sweden, Oliver Cromwell 
of England, and George the third, who commenced his butcheries 
in Bofton; allof whom either compleated their ufurpations, {pread 
defolation aad flauphter amongft the inhabitants, or entailed ** ruin 
and oppreflion upon the people,” through the agency of ftarding ar- 
mies. May we hope that this lift of the fcourges of the human race, 
may never be lengthened by a meee of the Unired States. 





[1] TRIUNE DEDICATION. 
cuniary rewardsand gratifications, 2s well as honors and offices of eves 
ry kind, vored to friendsand paruzaus, Tie leading minds and moft ine 
fluential characters amony the clergy will be courted, and the views of 
the youth in this department will be turned omthofe men, and the road 
to promotion and employment in the church will be obftrudted againft 
fuch as will not worfhip the general idol. Capital characters amongft 
the phyficians will not be forgotten, and the means of acquiring repu- 
tation and practice in the healing art will be to pet the flate trum- 
peters on the fide of the youth, ‘The bar too will be made fo fublervi- 
ent, that a young gentleinan will have nochance to obtam a characte 
or clients, buat by fal.ing in with the views of the judges and theircres 
ator. Even the theatres and actors and actreiles, matt become poliu- 
cians and convert the pablic pleafires into engines of populerity for the 
governing members of the houle. =Thie prefs, that preat barrier and 
bulwark of the rights of mankind, when at is protected in its freedom 
by law, can now no longer be free, if the authors, writers, and print- 
ers, will not accept of the hire that will be oficrcd them. The predies 
with much fecrecy and concealment will be made the vehicles of calum- 
ny againft the minority, and of panegyric and empirical appleufes of 
the leaders of the majority, and no remedy can p diibly be obtained, 
In one word the whole fyitem of affairs, and every conceivable motive 
of hope and fear, will be employed to promote the private interefts of 
afew, and their ob{cquious majority ; and there is no remedy but to 
arm!”?—That John Adams fhould predict thefe things in 1787 is not as 
extraordinary as that they fhould be brought to pafs before 1200. 

But republicans, let us not defpair of preferving what liberty we 
have left, and recovering what we have loit, whilft there are men in. 
corrupted, and firm in our caufe, alike undaunted by the frowns, and 
unmoved by the {miles of power, who ftand forth the champions of ra- 
tional freedom and the rights of man; if they were not elevated above 
praife, [ could name an hoft of patriots, who are infpired by their coune 
try’s wrongs, our violated rights, and common juftice, in the caufe of 
truth againft error, and reafon againit fophiftry ; who are alike guilt- 
lefs of plundering the veterans of the revolution, fpeculating in their 
miferies, or violating our conftitution, and who have not built their 
fortunes on the tears of widows, nor the cries of orphans; yes, there 
are characters fuperbly rich in all the qualities of greatnefs, fo equally 
diftinguifhed by profound erudition, unimpeachable integrity, fublimity 
of fentiment, elegance of tafte, purity of manners, and all the noble 
catalogue of republican virtues, that it is difficult to diftmguith who 
isthe First, ot whothe seconp man in the nation. Animated by 
your patriotic example, permit me to aflure you, that my prefsand ex- 
ertions fhall co operate in f{courging from exiftence, the complicated 
curfes of our country, 
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SECOND. 
TO JOHN ADAMS, ESQ. 


Prefident cot the United Staves. 


SIR, 
PERMIT me to approach you amongit the multitude of parafites 
ind fatellites that furround you,—and if in this dedicatory addiefs, 


i thould not be profule with com] iene’ f i thould not fol Hows the 
footfteps of fellow addreflers, by fm thing over with foft words and 
hiken fentences, the 1mrropricties of your adminiltra tion, you muft 
not afcribe my plainneis to a want of politeness, but rather to an 
abhorrence of ditlimulation,—for were I difpofed to feek any office in 
your gift, [ might fawningly approach you with flattery, an d fay that 
you were the parayon of virtue, the pattern of humanity and wiidom, 
and the model of human perfection ;—that you poflc fled the honefly ox 
principle, profound wifdom, and uncorrupted foul of a JerreRson ; 
the elevation of mind, the fublimity of fentiment, and the unfeigne 
patriotifm of a Burr :—buat if the world fhould juftly accufe me of 
talfhood in every expreflion, it could add but a momentary luftre to 
your evaacicent glory, which has been heightened by a profufion of 
the like abfurdities. But Sir, fince you bave become the ofteniible 
leader, patron, and protector of that powerful party, who arrogate to 
themfelves exclufive virtue and patriotifm,—whofe conduct has ex- 
cited the jealouly of the great body of the American people, leatt un- 
der their intemperate zeal -they fhould cloak confpiracies for the fub- 
verfion of liberty, it cannot be efteemed an act of hoftility upon your 
Cignity oF reputation, candidly to examine your conduct fince you have 
been elevated to that fituation: I will then take your inauguration 
feech, in which you have folemnly pledged yourfelf for the perform- 
ance of many virtuous deeds, which there is yet time enough to bring 
to pafs, hold it up as a mirror, and let the world determine how it cor- 
re {ponds with yeur fubfequent conduct, In that fpeech you have 
pledged yourfelf for ‘* a comfcientious determination to fupport the 
conftitation of the United States.’——How unhappy for this 
declaration that you gave your fanétion to the Alien and Sedition 
Laws. You fay, ‘* Nor have I enrertained a thought of promoting 
any alteration init, (the corftitution) but fuch as the people them- 
felves, in the courfe of experience, fhou'd fee and feel to be necefia- 
ry.” You will not wonder at my incredulity on this point, until you 
have contradicted the purport of the fellowing extract from the wri- 
tings of Thomas Paine: you will pleafe to excufe the abruptnefs 
of his ftile,—for Thomas, you know, a'ways paid more attention to 
truth than politenefS. «+ Joha Adams has faid (and Tolin it is known 
was always a fpeiler after places and offices, an d never thought his 
little fervices highly enough paid,) Jolin has faid, that as mr. Wath- 
ington had no child, the prefidency fhould be made hereditary in the 
family of Lund Wathington.?? Note by mr. Paine: ‘* Two perfons 
to whom John Adams faid this, told me of it, The fecretary of 
John jay y was prefint whea it was told me.” You have likewite 
pledged yourfelf for ** an equal regard for the sights, intereft, honor, 
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and happinefs of ail the ftates, without preference to a northern or 


fouthern, ecattern or wellerm polition, poliucal opinions or pert 


di 


attachments,”? How unhappy ts it then for your adminiftration, that 
appearances thould jultity futpicions that in many of your appoint. 
ments, you had mittuken perfonal attachment for the ** honor and in- 
tered?’ of the nation, If a thould appear that you had multiplied 
ihe ratio of national officers in your native f{tate, over the proportion 
ef the other ftates, as three to one, how would it be reconcileable 
wih your declaration? | beg you to coniider me far from envying 
thole appolatiments; Lonly mention it becaufe the refult of fuch an 
enquiry will thew the attention you pay to a promife, You have 
expreiled ** a love of virtuous men of all parties and denominations. ’? 
It is an unhappy r:fic€tion that were we to judge of the conduét of 
many who have dithonored their appointments, we fhould be led to 
believe this was a premature expreilion: Iam very fenfible of the 
difficulty of procuring teftimonials of the virtue and moraijity of the 
various applicants for office: but would it not add to your dignity 
reguiarly to procure the removal from office of fuch as difgrace your 
adminiftranon, You have flattered us with an idea that you poffciled 
«san inflexible determination to preferve peace with all nations.”— 
Does an unceailing train of philippicks, feurrility, and abufe, levelled 
at the French nation and sts reprefentatives, at the time of renewing 
negociations, which ran through your aufwers to addreties, and pro- 
clamations for fafts, coincide with your aflertion ; or will it convince 
the world of your fincerity when you fay that you poflefs ** a pertonal 
efteem for, and fincere defire to preferve peace with the French na- 
tion?” T fincerely with fir, that you could Jay your band on your heart 
and fay that you had not fported with the confidence and fincerity, the 
liberty and conflitution, and facrificed «* the rights and intereft, honor 
and happinefs” of the nation, 
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To the Aristocrats Generally. 
‘ ANY perfon who will pay 1 moment’s attertion to the fubject, will 
difcover that the ariftocratic faction, which is growing into influence 
in the United States, is built up by various clafles of citizens, as op- 
pofite in their interefts, as their defigns are to honefty, or light to 


darknefs; they confift of the rich and defigning,* and thofe who are 





* The greateft part of the ftockholders in our national funds of hu- 
man mifery, are New-England fwindlers, elevated only by their fuc- 
cefs above their (peculating bretirea, who enrich themfelves by purchaf- 
ing the iniectious beds, from under the viétims of the yellow fever of 
New-York and Philadelphia, for almoft nothing, tranfport them to the 
country, laden with pettilence aud difeafe, and fell them to the unwary 
purchafer, for pure feathers; thus fpreading ficknefs and death among 
their fellow creatures: In my opinion, it requires a niccty in the ad- 
meaiurement of crimes, to determine which clafs of thofe fwindlers 
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forced by poverty* or duped by fraud to range themfelves under the 
banners of an afpiring defpotifing the ¢ latter clafs,—thofe unfortunate 
and mifguided men, claim the pi-y rather than enmity of republicans. 
It 1s extremely puaee to View ibe fituation to whic h they are redu- 
ced: there is nordoubr but many of them hive fought and bled, wafted 
their years and fubftance in the ecquilition of liberty and glory; but 
the fatigues of war, the hard hind of misfortune, and the {till harder 
hand of thofe who have fwindled them out of feven eighths of the 
icanty pittance which ought to have fupported their wives and their 
children during a long and bloody contelt, have coufpired to abate 
tlicir fervor, aud anoshilate their love of liberty : could they rend the 
veil from the fchemes of their coadjators, who are confpring to bind 
them aud their pofterity down to vailalage; could they remove the 
falfc guife of patriotifm, from the deeds of their hypocriiical col- 
jJeagues, view the whole maciinery of flavery which is fet to work 
for their deiiraction, and trace all toe ridls of corruption, which difem- 
bogue into their cabinet; how would their hearts ficken at the fight, 
and life lofe ats charms, till they bad purificd themfelves trom a par- 
ticipation in the imiquity. Thofe poor deluded wretches who give up 
the tenure of their liberties and lives, by enliiting into a {landing ar- 
my are below contempt,—they claim our pity; but thofe giddy and 
imprudent young men, who are prompted by the glitter of arms, caz~ 
zhog array, and falfe glory, to volunteer in a crufade againf{t liberty, —= 
and who are, under pretence of defeading our freedom and indepen- 
dence, taking arms to rivet the chains of flavery upon themfelvcs and 
their polterity, ought to be informed, that their bufinefs is not to face 
foreign danger; no, when the fy{tem of tyranny is completed, and 
their oprreif ‘dco wuntrymen fhall teink themfelves injured and agyriev- 
ed, and meet to couluit, petition or remonftrate, then the voluntecring 
levions are to be ready, et the nod of a fubordinate catitl, to march 
wherever they allemble, and with arguments of /ead and logic of steel, 
convince them of their error, 





have plunged themfelves the deepeft into the gulph of moral turpi- 
tude. As the f{peculators in reduced certificates have raifed their for- 
tunes by a feries of crimes and corruption, we muft not wouder that 
their breafts are impervious to the rays of virtue, and their fouls ef- 
tranged to that noble and refined fenfe of national honor, which digni- 
fies the breaft of a patriot. 


* One great reafon why ariftocracy is more prevalent in tlie eaftern 
than the fouthern ftates, is the liberality of their fate conftitutions, 
which admit men without property to yote in federal elections; [ 
would not be confidered to condemn this principle, but it is evident 
that the rich gain an afcendency over the poor by favors, threats or 
promifes, to proftitute their vote; while the whole mafs of the clergy 
(fave a few honorable exceptions,) who difgrace their characters by 
their meannefs and artifice, addrefs themfelves to the weaknets of the 
deluded; thus by fraud and flattery, oppreflion and deception, they 
fupport their caufe againft the intereft and virtue of the enlightened 
and independent yeomanry, 
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Dip the innocent part of the crews ef our infant navy know that 
under pretence of protecting the trade of a few Englifh and Scotch 
merchants, and the property of the renegadoes of the revolution, they 
were employed for a ftill more deteftable purpofe ; did they know, that 
when any ftate fhould pofle(s virtue and fortitude enough to oppofe the 
torrent of defpotifm which is overwhelming the nation, that the buli- 
nefs would be to range along fide of their cities and towns, and with 
grape fhot-eloqnence draw tears of blocd and contrition from their mo- 
tilated inhabitants, they would fpurn their employment, defpife their 
tyrants, and feck fome fource of fupport, where their injured country 
would not haunt their imagination. But, 

‘* Jt is time to take enormity by the fore-head, and brand it,” 
The unexampled fuccefs which a fet of powerful and avaricious con- 
{pirators have been favored with, in the execution of their plans, ever 
fince the adoption of the federal conftitution, both in raifing their for- 
tunes on the ruins of their fellow creatures, avd duping not only gov- 
eroment, but the uoremunerated fufferers to aid in their defigns, bas 
raifed them to that degree of confequence which renders it confiftent 
that a great part of this work fhould be appropriated to develope the fy{- 
tem of rapine and plunder, which has marked their fteps ever fince their 
combination; and inthe courfe of thofe effays, they muft not be fur- 
prifed if they are treated with as little ceremony as in this addrefs; 
there are automatons enough, vefted with printing preffes, who cannot 
foar above the flattery of power, to excufe republicans from that bafe- 
nefs ;—mine be the tafk to remove the mafk of hy pocrify from the face 
of guilt; to expofe the arch traitor in his treafon; to tear the cloak of 
republicanifm from the fhoulders of infamy, and expofe to an in- 
dignant people, the artifices of the deteftable wretches, who, under 
its facred vef@ture, are plotiing the ruin of the republic and the exter- 
mination of liberty, 

I nore thofe who read the preceeding addreffes will not be offended 
at my giving proper epithets and namesto characters, and meafures; I 
beg that they would confider that a villain is a villain, Jet him be 
ever fo highly elevated; that robbery cannot be palliated by legality ; 
and that murder and violence Jofe not their criminal qualities in con- 
fideration of the perfonages by whom they are executed or protected. 
I beg likewife, thatthey would not miftake a deliberate firmne(s, for 
reftlefs turbulence. I muft take the liberty to difagree with thofe, who 
are fearful that a bold plainnefs of expreflion would bar the door of 
reconciliation, and prevent the two parties of the nation from a coali- 
tiun which would anoihilate the prefent divifion; no man can more la- 
ment a divifion in our national intereft than myfelf; but any coalition 
between the two parties at prefent, can only be effected by our giving 
up one half of our liberty ; and then we fhonld be far from the necef- 
fary fecurity of the remainder, whieh upon fuch conditions we fhould 
be unworthy of: we could at beft be only in the centre between the 
two points of wrong and right. No, permic me to fink into that 
gulph of Qavery which threatens to embofem the liberties of this 
country, rather than coalefce with infamy and vice to preferve my 
independence, Epiror. 
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DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. 





IN CONGRESS, 


WHEN, in thecourfe of hu- 
man events, it becomes neceflary 
for one people to diffolve the poli- 
tical batids, which have conrected 
them with another, and toaflume, 
among the powers of the earth, the 
feparate and equal ftation, to 
which the laws of nature, and of 
nature’s God, entitle them; a 
decent refpect tothe opinions of 
mankind requires, thatthey fhcould 
declare the caufes, which impel 
them to the feparation. 

We hold thefe truths to be felf 
evident—that all men are created 
equal; that they are endowed by 
their creator with certain unalin- 
able rights;—-that among thefe 
are life, liberty, and the purfuit of 
happinefs ;—that to fecure thefe 
rights, governments are inftituted 
among men, deriving their juft 
powers from the confent of the 
governed ;—that whenever any 
form of government becomes de- 
ftructive of thefe ends, itis the 
right of the people to alter or abol- 
ifh it, and to inftitute a new gev- 
ernment, laying its foundation on 
fuch principles, and organizing its 
powers in fuch form, as to them 
fhall feem moft likely to effect 
their fafety and happinefs. Pra- 
dence, indeed, will dictate, that 
governments, long eftablifhed, 
thould not be changed for light and 
tranfient caufes, and accordingly, 
all experience hath fhown, that 
mankind are more difpofed to fuf- 
fer, while evils are fufferable, 
than to right themfelves, by abol- 
hing the forms to which they are 
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accuftomed. But when a lon 
train of abufes and ufurpations 
purfuing invariably the fame ob 
yet, evinces a defiyn to reduce 
them under abfolute defpott{m, it 
is their right, it is their duty, to 
throw off {uch government, and to 
provide new guards for their fu- 
ture fecuriiy. Such has been the 
patient fufierance of thefe colo- 
nies; and fuch is now the neceflity 
which conftrains them to alter their 
former fyftems of government.— 
The hiftory of the prefent king of 
Great-Britain is a hiftory of re- 
peated injuries and ufurpations, all 
having in dire& object the eftab- 
lifimene of an abfolute tyranny 
over thefe ftates. To prove this, 
let facts be fubmitted to a candi 

world :— 

He has refefed his affent to 
laws, the moft wholefome and ne- 
ceffary for the public good, 

He has forbidden his govern- 
ors to pafs laws of immediate and 
prefiiny, importance, unlefs fuf- 
pended in their operation, till his 
aflent fhould be obtained; and, 
when fo fufpended, be has utterly 
neglected to attend to them, 

He has refufed to pafs other 
laws, for the accommodation of 
large diftriGtsof people, unlefs thofe 
people would relinquifh the right 
of reprefentation in the legilla. 
ture—a right ineftimable to them, 
and formidable to tyrants only. 

He has called together legifla- 
tive bodies, at placesunufual, un- 
comfortable, and diftant from the 
depofitory of their public records, 









l : 
for the fole purpofe of fatigung 
them into compliance with his 
meafures, 

He has difflved reprefentative 
honfes repeatedly, for oppoli g, 
with manly firmnels, his invafions 
on the rights of the people, 

He has refufed for along time 
afier fuch diffolutions, to caufe 
others to be elected; whereby the 
Jegiflative powers incapable of an- 
nihilation, have returned to the 
people at large, forthcir exercife ; 
the flate remaining, in the mean 
time, «xpofed to all the danger of 
invafion from without, and con- 
vulfions within. 

He has endeavored to prevent 
the population of thefe ftates; for 
that purpofe ob/tructing the laws 
for naturalization of foreigners; 
refuling to pafs others, to encou- 
rage their migrations hither, and 
railing the condition of new ap- 
propriation of lands. 

He has obftructed the admini- 
ftration of juftice, by refufing his 
aflent tolaws, for eftablifhing ja- 
diciary powers. 

He has made judges dependent 
on his will alone, for the tenure of 
their offices, and the amount and 
pay ment of their falaries. 

He has erected a multitude of 
new offices, and fent hither 
iwarms of officers, to harrafs our 
people, and eat out their fub- 
ftance, 

He has kept among us, in 
times of peace, ftanding armies 
without the confent of our legif- 
jatures, 

He has affected to render the 
military independent of, and fupe- 
rior to the civil power. 

He has combined with others, 
to fubject us to a jurifdidtion, for- 
eign to our confticution, and un- 
acknowledged by our laws ;—giv- 
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ing his aflent to their acts of pre- 
tended legiflation :— 

For quartering large bodies of 
troops among us :— 

Fer protecting them, by amock 
trial, from punifhment for any 
mutders which they fhould com- 
mit on the inhabitants of thefe 
ftates:— 

For cutting fFour trade witl 
all parts of the world :— 

For impofing taxes on us with- 
out our confent :— 

For depriving us in many cafes, 
of the benefits of trial by jury-— 

For tranfporting us beyond 


fences :— 

For abolifhing the free fyftem 
of Englith laws in a neighboring 
province, eftablifiing therein an 
arbitrary goverument, and enlar- 
ging its boundaries, fo as to ren- 
der it at once an example and fit ins 
flrument for ivtreducing the fame 
abfolute rule into thefe colonies: —= 

For taking away our charters, 
abolithing our moft valuable laws, 
and altering fundamentally the 
forms of our governments :— 

For fufpending our legillatures, 
and declaring themfclves invefted 
with power, to legiflate for us, in 
all cafes whatfoever. 

He has abdicated government 
here, by declaring us out of his 
protection, and waging war againit 
us. 

He has plundered our feas, ra- 
vaged our coafts, burnt our towns, 
and deftroyed the lives of our peo- 
ple. 

He is, at this time, tranfport- 
ing large armies of foreign merce- 
naries, to complete the works of 
death, defolation, and tyranny, al- 
ready begun, with circumftances 
of cruelty and perfidy, fcarcely 
paralleled in the moft barbarous 
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ages, and totally unworthy the 
head of acivilized nation, 

He bas conttrained our fellow 
citizens taken captive on the high 
feas, to bear arms againft their 
country, to become the «xecution- 
ers of their friends and brethren, 
er to fall themfelves by their 
hands 


wu. . 


He lias excited domeftic infur- 
rectious amongft us, and has en- 
deavored to bring on the inhabi 
tants of our frontiers, the merci- 
lefs Indian favages; whofe kvown 
rule of warfare is an undiftin- 
guifhed defirndtion of all apes, fex- 
es, and conditions,* 


In every faye of thefe cppref- 
fions, we have petitioned for re. 
drefs, in the meft humble terms: 
ovr repeated petitions have been 
anfwered only by repeated injury. 
A prince, whofe charaéter is thus 
marked, by every aGt. which may 
define a tyrant, is unfit to be the 
ruler of afree people, 

Nor have we been wanting ia 
attention to our Britihh brethren. 
We have warned them from time 
totime, of attempts by their ke cil- 
Jature, to «extend an unwarran’- 
able jurifdiction over us. We 
have reminded them of tke cir- 


cumfances of our emigration and 





NOTE. 

* Tf a recital of all thofe complicated injuries are not fufficient to jas- 
tify the declaration of independence, let the reader cast bis eye over & 
few chyervations on the Englifo nation, which are quoted, (i the 1m2- 
gination of his fun-fhine adn ners) from the pinnacle of human aut!c- 
rity; but the author frems to have fergotten that fe ever drew tie per- 
trait, or that wice ever peeped inte the court of St. James. Extradiofe 
letter writin by Jokn Adams, Esq now presidint of the United Stats, 
dated Amsterdam, Oct. 5th, 1730:— 

‘¢ For the Americans know, if they were to be deceived by Fnp- 


r 
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«‘ land. to break their union among themielves, and their faith wit* 
‘¢ their Allies, they would ever after be in the power of England, wi 


« 


. 


. 
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‘* from them, 


would bring them into the moft abje& fubmiffion to the governmen 
of a parliament, the moft corrupted in the world, in which tev 
would have no voice nor influence, atthree thoufend miles diftane: 


‘* But if the hatred of the Americans muft come into confiderat 


‘¢ |] know not how to prove their 


hatred beuer than by fhowing 


«* provocations they lave had to hatred. 

‘Tf tearing up from the foundation thefe forms of government 
“¢ der which they were born and educated, and thrived and yre{pers 
‘* to the infinite cmoloment of England—if impoling taxes epen Ul 
‘<< or endeavoring to de it, for twenty years, without their cor! 
‘© if commencing hoftihties upon them—burning their towns—but 
‘¢ chering their people—deliberately Rarving prifoners—ravifhing Ue 


’ 


*« women—exciting hofls of Indians to burcher ard fealp then — 


‘* purchafing Germans to deftroy them, ard hiring negro | 


r 


“© murder their mafters :— if all thefe, and many other things es bad 


‘* are not provocatiors enough to hatred, | would requel Nir. Caike 


‘*¢on to tell me what is or can be. 


‘* practifed in every part of America, from Beflon te Savarrab, 


All thefe horrers the Evel fh hove 
1»? 
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fettlement here. We have ap. 
pealed to their mative juftice and 
eagneenys and we have 
jured them, by the ties of our 
common kindred to difavow thefe 
ufurpations, which would inevita- 
bly u marenys our connexionus and 
correfpondence. They too have 
been deaf to the voice of jultice 
aud of confanguinitv, We mutt, 
thers fore acquiefce in the necefli- 
ty, Which denounces our fepara- 
tion, and hold them, as we hold 
the reft of mankind, enemics in 
war—in peace, friends. 

We therefore, the reprefenta- 
tives of the United States of A- 
merica, in general congref{s affem 
bled, appealing to the fupreme 
judge of the world, for the 
tude of our intentions, do, in the 
vame and by the authority of the 
good people of thele colonies, fo- 


COlle 


recti- 


SLARATION, &*%. 


lemuly publifh and declare, that 
thefe united colonies are, and of 
right, eught to be, FREE ANt 
INDEPENDENT STATES ;—thiat 
they abfolved from all allegi- 
ance to ike Britifh crown ;—-a 
that all polttical connexion, bx 
tween them and the ftate of Great- 
Britain, is and ought to be total. 
ly diffolved; and that, as Free 
AND INDEPENDENT STATES, 
they have full power to levy war, 
conclude peace, contract alliances, 
eftablifh commerce, and to do al! 
other acts and things, which in- 
dependent ftates mzy of right do. 
And for the fupport of this decla- 
ration, with a firm reliance on 
the protection of divine provi- 
ence, we mutually pledge toesac’t 
other, our lives, our fortunes, aud 
our facred honour. 
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CONSTITUTION OF 


WE, the people of the United 


{ 
States, in order to form a more 
perfect union, eftablifh jattice, en- 
furc domettic tranquility, provide 
tor the common cefence, promete 
the gencral welfare, and fecure 
tne biellings of |iberty to our- 
felves and our polterity, po or- 
DAIN AND ESTABLISH THIS 


CONSTLIIU PION forthe UNI- 
TEDSTAT ES OF AMERICA. 
ARTICL#® I. 

Section 1, At legiflative 
powers her ein granted, fhall be 
vetted ina Congs efs of the United 


States, which thall confi of a 
Senate and Houfe of Reprefenta- 
tives 


Sec. 2. T xe houfe of reprefen- 
tatives fill be compoled of mem- 
bers chofen every fecnad year by 
the people of the feyeral fiates 


ery — po aes 


‘HE UNITED STATES, 

1 the electors in each ftate fiall 
have the qualifications requifite 
for electors of the moft nume- 
rous ‘branch of the ftate legifl- 
ture. 

No perfon fhall be a reprefent- 
alive Whe fhall not have attained 
to the age of twenty five years, 
and been feven years a citizen of 
the United States, and who {hall 
not, when eieéted, be an inhabi- 
tant of that ftate in which he 
fhall be chofen. 

RepReEsenTaTives and dire& 
taxes {hall be apportioned among 
the feveral ftates which may be in- 
cluded within this union, accor- 
ding to their refpeGtive numbers, 
which fholl be determined by 
adding to the whole number cf 
free perfons including  thofe 
bound to fervice for a term ef 
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years, and excluding Indians not 
taxed, three fifths of all other 
perfons. The a€tual enumeration 
fhall be made within three years 
after the firft meeting of the Con- 
crefs of the United States, and 
within every fubfequent term of 
ten years, ia fuch manner as they 
fhall by law direét. The number 
of reprefentatives fhall not exceed 
one for every thirty thoufand, but 
each {tate fhall have at leaft one 
reprefentative; and until 
enumeration fhall be made, the 
ftate of New-Hamphhire fhall be 
entitled to choofe three ; Maffa- 
chufetts, eight; Rhode-Ifland and 
Providence Plantations, one; 
Conn New York, 
fix ; New-Jerfey, four; Pennfyl- 
vania, Delaware, 
Virginia, ten; 
North Carolina, five; South Ca- 
rolina, tive; Georgia three. 

Wien vacancies kappen ia the 
reprefentation from any itate, the 
executive authority thereof fhall 
iflue writs of election to fill fuch 
vacancies. 

Tue houfe of reprefentatives 
fhall choofe their fpeaker aad other 
officers; and fhall have the fole 
power of impeachment. 

Sec. 3. Tus fenate of the 
United States fhall be compoted 
of two fenators from each (tate, 
chefen by the legiflature thereof, 
for fix years; and each fenator 
fhall have one vote. 

ImmepiaTe y after they ‘hall 
be afflembled, in confequence of 
the firft election, they hall be di- 
vided, as equally as may be into 
three clafles. The feats of the 
fenators of the firft clafs fhall be 
vacated at the expiration of the 
fecond year,—of the fecend clais 
at the expiration ef the fourth 
year, and of the third clafs at the 
expirarion of the fixth year; fo 


fuch 
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that one third may be chofen ev- 
ery fecond year; and if vacancies 
happen by relicnation, or other- 
wife, during the -ece {s of the le- 
wiflature of any Rate, the execu- 
tive thereof may make temporary 
appointments until the next meet- 
ing of the legiflature, Which {hall 
then fill fuch vacancies. 

No perfon fhall be a fenator 
who thall not have attained to the 
age of thirty years, and been nine 
years a citizen of the United 
States, and who fhall not when 
elected, be an inhabitant of that 
{tate for which he fhall be chofen. 

Tue vice prefident of the Uni- 
ted S:ates fhall be prelident of the 
fenate, but thall have no vote, 
unlefs they be equally divided. 

Tue fenate fhall .hoofe their 
other officers, and alfoa preiident 
pro tempore, in the ablence cf the 
vice prefident, or when he fhall 
exercife she office of Prefident of 
the United Srates. 

Tue fenate fthall have the fole 
power to try all impeaciments — 
When fitting for that purpofe 
they tha! 
tion. When the preficent of the 
United Srates 3: 
jultice fhall prelide; and no per- 
fon thall be convicted without the 
concurrence of two thirds cf the 
members prefent. 

JuDGMENT in cafes of im- 
peachment fhall not extend fur 
ther than to removal from oftice. 
and difqualification to hold and 
ewjoy any Office of honor, truit or 
profit under the United States; 
but the party convicted thal! aec- 
verthelefs be liable and fubject to 
indi@ment, trial, judgmenr, and 
punifhment according to law. 

Sec. 4. Tie times, places 
and manner of holding eleétions 
for fenators and reprefentaiives, 
thal be preferibed ia each fate by 
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be on oath or affirma- 


tried, the c:ief 
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the legiflature thereof: But the 
congress may at any time by law 
make or alter fuch regulations, 


except as to tie ces OIC ng 
jenators 
' eaves se “ 
l E cong tio lel L 
} . 
leaft once in every year, aud fuch 
weeling |i li on the firfit Mon- 
1 
vy in December, unle lali 
jaw appoint adifierent day. 
, 7 , , 
sec. 5. BacH houle tha be 
} ; t the eles ' , . 
t age ¢ e elect c @ iS 
ang Guaiuncat 1s Of its ow! ae | 
bers, and a majority of e: yall 


conftitute a quorun 
fmaller number may ad- 
journ from day to day; and may 
be autherized to compel the atten- 
dance of abfent members, in fuch 

manner, and under fuch penalties, 
as each houfe may provide, 

Eacn houfe may determine the 
rules of its proceedings, punifh its 
members for diforderly behaviour, 
and, with the concurrence of 
thirds, expel a member. 

Eacu houfle fhall keep a jour- 
Nal of its proceedings, and from 
time to time publifh the fame, ex- 
cepting fuch parts as may, in 
their judgm nt, require fecrecy ; 
and the yeas and nays of the mem- 
bers of either houfe on any quef- 
tion, fhall, at the defire of one 
fifth of thofe prefent, be entered 
on the journal. 

Nerruer honfe, during the 
feffion of congrefs, fhall, wit 
the confent of the adjourn 
for more than ays, nor to 
any other place than that in which 
he two houfes fhall be hiing. 

Sec. 6. Tue fenators and re- 
prefentatives fhall receive a come 
pent tor their fervices, to be 
afcertained by law, and paid out 
of the treafury of the “United 
States, They thall in all cafes, 
excepttreafon, felony, and breach 
of the peace, be privileged from 
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ar ag during their attendance at 


the feflion of their refpective 
Sas ules, and in pellig tO or return. 
ing from the fam C5 and for any 


debate in either houfe, 


juellioned in any 


iV ech or 
} 
i 


not ve 


No fenator or seprelentative 
fhall, during the time for which 
he was ele cted, be  @ppornted to 
any civil office under the authority 


of the United Statice, which flail 
have been created, or the emo- 
luments whereof fhall have been 
encreafed during fuch times and 
no perton holding any office under 
the United States, fhall be ameme 
ber of cither houfe during his con- 
tinluance in office. 


| 
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c. 7. Aut bills for raifing 
revenue fhall originate in the houfe 
of reprefentatives ; but the fenate 


may prop fe or concur with amend- 
ments as on other bills, 

Every bill which fhall have 
pafied the houfe of reprefentatives 
and the fenate, fhall, before it be- 
come a law, be prefented to the 
prefident of the United States ; 
if he approve, he fhall fign it; 
but if not, he thall return it, with 
his objections, to that houfe in 
which it fhall have originated, 
who fhall enter the objections at 
large on their journal, and proceed 
toreconfider it. If after tuch re- 
cenfidcration, two thirds of that 
houfe fhal} agree to pafs the bill, 
it fhall be fent, together with the 
objections, to the other houfe, by 
which it fhall likewife be recoufi- 
dered, and if approved by two 
thirds of that houfe, it fhall be- 
come 2alaw. But in all fuch ca- 
fes, the votes of both houfes fhall 
be determined by yeas ard nays ; 
and the names of the perfons vo- 
ting for and againtt the bill, fhail 
be entered on the journal of each 
houfe refpetively. If any bill 


~ 


sev" 


‘f 


NITED & 


fhall not be returned by the prefi- 
dent within ten days (Sundays cx- 
epted) after it fhail have been 
prefented to him, the fame {hall 
be a law, in like manner as tf lie 
had figned i t, unleis the congrels 
by their adjournment prevent its 
return, in which cafe it thal 
be a law. 


; ) CrYat tas ~ 

a sil sill te 
Every order, refolution, o1 
vote, to which the concurrence of 


the fenate and houfe of repretenta- 


tives may be neceflary (except on 
a queftion of adjournment) thall be 
prefented to the prefident ef the 
United States; and before ¢ 
fame fhali take effect, it fhall b 
approved by him, or being dif 


proved by him, fhall be re-paiicd 
by two thirds of the fenate and 
houfe of reprefentatives, accord- 
ing to the rvles and limitations 
preferibed in the cafe of a bill, 

Sec. 8. Tue congrels thal 
have power— 

To lay and colle& taxes, du- 
ties, impotts and excifes, to pay 


the debts, anc 


mon defence and gx far 
of the United States; bat atl du- 
} 


ties, impofts and excifes, thall be 
uniform throughout the United 
States : 

To borrow money on the eredit 
of the United States: 

To regulate commerce w 
forcign nations, and amoung t 
feveral ftaces, and with the Indi. 
an tribes: 

To eftablifh an uniform rule of 
naturalization, and uniform laws 
on the fabject of bankruptcies 
throughout the United States: 

To c soul Money, regalate t 
value thereof, and of for eign cuin, 


> 


he 


and fix the ftandard of weights and 
meatures : 

o provide for the punithment 
ef counterfeiting the fecurities 
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and current coin of the United 
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“Po raife and fupport armies ; 
but no appropriation of money 
to that ufe fhall be for a longer 
term than two years: 

To provide and maintain a na. 


lo make rules for the govern- 
ment and regulation of the land 


and naval forces: 

Po provide for calling forth t 
militia to execute the laws of the 
union, jupprefs infurredtions, and 
repel invalions : 

i‘o provide for organizing, ar- 


7, and difcipliniag the militia, 
for governing fuch part ot 
tiem as may be employed in the 
rvice of the United States, re- 
lerving to the ftates refpedctively, 
the appointment of the officers, 
and the authority of training the 
militis according to the difcipline 
prefcribed by congrefs : 

To exercife exclufiye legifla- 
tion in all cafes whatfoever, over 
fuch diltridt (uot exce eding tert 
miles fiquare) as may by ceilion of 
particular tates, and the accept- 
ance of congrefs, become the feat 








megs eae? TY 


f the vovernment of the United 


Sta x dto exercife like autho- 
rity over all places purchafed by 
the cor t of the Jlegrflature of 
the {tate in Which the fame fhall 
be, for the erection ef forts, mag- 
az , arfenals, dock yards, and 
‘ dful buildings : 

Anxp to make all laws which 
fhall be neceflary and proper for 
< ny into execution the fore- 
polog pow and all other powers 
vel y this Conftitution in the 


government of the United States, 
EE Aes ype 
ly department or oflicer 


Sec. g, Te migration or im- 
portation of fuch perfons as any 
fates now exiftivg fhall 
think proper to admit, fhall not be 
pr hibited by the congrefs prior 
to the year one thoufand eight hun- 
dred and eight; but a tax or duty 
may be impofed on fuch importa. 
tion, not exceeding tem dollars for 
eacil pe rion. 

Cue privilege of the writ of 
habeas corpus ihall not be fufpen- 
ded, unlefs, when in cafes of re- 
bellion or invalion, the public fafe- 
ly 


of tA 


iy require if. 
/ A 


l 
No bill of atcainder or ex post 


facto law fhall be pafied. 


No capitation or other dire& 
tax, fhall be laid, u le(s 0 pro 
portion to the cemsus or enumera- 
tion perein before direéted to be 
tuKken, 

No vax or duty fhall be laid on 
articles exported from any flate. 
N. preference fhall be given, by 
any regulation of commerce or 
revenue, to the ports of one ftate 
ver thofe of another: Nor fhall 
velfeis bound to, or from, one 
ftate, be obliged to enter, clear, 
or pay duties in another. 

No money (hall be drawn from 
the treafury, but in confequence 
of appropriations made by law; 


( 
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and aregular ftatement and account 
of the receipts and expenditures 
of all public money fhall be pub- 
liibed from time to time, 

No ute of nobility hall be 
granied by the Unned States ; 
and no perfon holding any office of 
profit or truft under them, fhall, 
without the confent of the Con- 
gre{s, accept of any prefent, emo- 
lument, offiee, or title of any kind 
whatever fromany king, prince, 
or foreign ftate. 

Sec. 10. No ftate fhall en- 
ter into any treaty, alliance or 
confederation ; prant 
marque and reprifal; coin money ; 
emit bills of credit; make any 
thing but gold and filver coin a 
tender in payment of debts; pafs 
any bill of attaindcr, ex post facte 
law, ot law impairing the obliga- 
tion of contracts, or grant any ti- 
tle of nobility. 

No ftate fhall, without the con- 
fent of congrefs, lay any impofts 
or duties on imports or exports, 
except what may be abfolutcly 
neceflaty for executing its infpec- 
tion Jaws; and the nett produce 
of all duties and impofts, laid by 
any fate on imports or exports, 
fhall be for the ufe of the treafary 
of the United States; and ail 
{uch laws fhall be fubje&t to the 
revifion and controul of the Con- 
gre{fs, No ftate fhall, 
the confent of Cougrels lay any 
duty of tonnage, keep troops, or 
fhips of War in time of peace, en- 
ter into any agreement or compact 
vith another ftate, or with a fo. 
reign power, or engage in war, 
unlefs aétually invaded, or in fuch 
imminent danger as will not admit 


of dclaye 


col 
without 


ART. II. 
Sec. 1. ‘The executive power 
fhall be vefted in a prefident of the 
United States of America, He 


letters of 
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thall hold his office during the 
term of four years, and, together 
with the vice prefident, chofen 
for the farae term, be elected as 
follows : 

tacn ftate fhall appoint, in 
fuch manner as the legiflature 
thereof may direét, a number of 
electors, equal to the whole num- 
ber of fenators and reprefentatives 
to which the {tate may be entitled 
in the congrefs; but no fenator or 
reprefentative, er perfon holding 
an office of traft or profit under 
the United States, fhall be ap- 
pointed an elector, 

Te electors fhall meet in their 
re{pective ftates, and vote by bal- 
lot for two perions, of whom one 
at leaft {hall not be an inhabitant 
of the fame ftate with them{elves. 
And they fhall make a lift of all 
the perfons voted for, and of the 
number of votes for each; which 
lift they fhall {ign and certify, and 
tranf{mit, fealed, to the feat of the 
government of the United States, 
dire€ted to the pretident of the 
fenate. The prefident of the fen- 
ate fhall, in the prefence of the 
fenate and houfe of reprefenta- 
tives, open all the certificates, and 
the votes fhall then be counted. 
The perfon having the greateft 
number of votes {hall be the prefi- 
dent, if fuch number be a majori- 
ty of the whole number of electors 
appointed; avd if there be more 
than one who have fuch majority, 
and have an equal number of votes, 
then the houfe of reprefentatives 
fhall immediately chufe by ballot 
one of them for prefident; and if 
no perfon have a majority, then 
from the five hiyheft on the lift, 
the faid houfe fhall in like manner 
chufe the prefidert. But in chu- 
fing the prefident, the votes fhall 
be taken by ftates, the reprefenta- 
tion from each {tate haying one 


STATES. [ as ] 


vote. A quortim for this purpofe 
hall confift of a member or mem- 
bers from two thirds of the ftates, 
and a majority of all the ftates 
fhall be neceflury to a cho:ce. In 
every cafe, after the choice of the 
Prefident, the perfon having the 
greateft number of votes of the 
electors, fhall be the vice prefi- 
dent; but if there fhould remain 
two or more, who have equal 
votes, the fenate fhall chufe from 
tiem, by ballot, the vice prefi- 
dent. 

Tue congrefs may determine 
the time of chufizg the electors, 
and the day on which they fhall 
give their votes; which day fhall 
be the fame througheut the United 
States. 

No perfon except a natural born 
citizen, or a citizen of the United 
States, at the time of the adoption 
of this conftitution, fhall be eligi- 
ble to the office of prefident; nei- 
ther fhallany perfon be eligible to 
that office who fhall not have at- 
tained to the ape of thirty five 
years, and been fourteen vears a 
refident within the United States. 

n cafe of the removal of t 
prefident from effice, or of | 
death, refignation, 


he 
lis 
or inability to 
difcharge the powers and duties of 
the faid «flice, the fame fhall de- 
volve on the vice prefident; and 
the congrefs may by jaw provide 
for the cafe of removal, death, 
refignation, or inability, beth of 
the prefident and vice prefident, 
declaring what officer flhall then 
a& as prefident ; and juch officer 
fliall act accordingly, until the dif- 
ability be removed, or a prefident 
fhall be eleGied, 

Tue prefident fhall, at ftated 
times, receive for his fervices, a 
compenfation, which fhall nether 
be encreafed or diminithed during 
the period for which he tha!l have 
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ween elected; and he fhall not re- 
ecive wiihin that per iod any other 
lamentfromthe United States, 

or any of them. 
Bserore he enter on the excu- 
tion of lis office, he (hall take the 





following o ~ or affirmation: 

‘TT pofolemniv fwear for af. 
ee fj vill faithfully es 
= et office of prehiden ont 
ae } States; and will, to 


*¢ the belt of my ability, prefervwe, 
€* prote t and defend the conftity- 
*¢ tion of the United States.” 
Sec. 2. Tue prefident hall be 
commander in chief of the army 
aed navy of the United Srates, 
and of the militia of the feveral 
ftates, when called into the actual 
fervice of the United States, he 
may require the opinion in wri- 
ting, of the principal officer in 
each of the executive depart- 
ments, upon any fubje@ relating 
to the daties of their refpective 
oflices, and he thall have power to 
rrant reprieves and pardons for of- 
fenees, agait nft the United States, 
except in cafes of impeachment, 
He fhall have power, by and 
with the a — al ed confent of the 


two thirds of the Seine prefent 
concur; and he {hall nominate, 
and by and with the advice and 
confent of the fenate , fhall ap 1s it 
ambaffadors, other public minifters 
ud confals, judges of the fupreme 
court, and all other officers of the 
United States, whofe appointments 
are not herein otherwife provided 
for, and which fhall be eftablithed 
by law. Burcthe congrefs may by 
law vet the appointment of fuch 
inferior officers, as they think pro- 
per, inthe prefident alone, inthe 
courts of law, or in the heads of 
departments. 
Tae prefident fhall have power 
tofllup all vacancies that may 
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happen during the recefs of the 
fenate, by granting commifiions 
which hall expire at the end of 
their next fetlion, 

Sec. 3. He fhail from time to 
time give tothe congrefs inform 
tion of the {tate of the union, and 
reccommend to their confideration 


eceflary andexpedient: He may, 
on extraordivary cccafions, con- 
vene both houfes, or ether of 
them ; and mcafe of dilasreement 
between them, with refpect to the 
time of adj MUTT wepths le may te 
joura them to fuch time as be thall 
think proper: He fhall recciveam- 
baffadors and orker public minif- 
ters: He thall take care that the 
laws be faithfully executed, and 
fhall commiflion all the officers of 
the United States. 

Sec. 4. Tue prefident, vice 
prefident, and all civil officers of 
the United States, fhall be remov 

ed from office on im pe: achment for, 
and conviction of, treafoa, bribe. 
ry, or other high crimes a! nd mif- 
demeanors. 

ART. Ill. 

Sec. 1. Tue judicial power 
of the United States, fhall be veft- 
ed in one fupreme court, and in 
fuch inferior courts as the conevrefs 
may from time totime ordain and 
eftablifh, The judges, both of the 
fupreme and inferior court, “fhall 
hold their offices during good be 
haviour; and fhall, at ftated pl Sy 
receive for their fervices, a com- 
penfarion, which thall not be di- 
minifhed during their continuarce 
in office. 

Sec. 2% THe judicial power 
fhall extend toall cafes, in law and 
equity, arifing under this conftitu- 
tion, the laws of the United States, 
and treaties made, or which fhall 
be made, under their authority ; 
to all cafes affecting ambailadors, 
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other public minifters, and con- 
{als ; to all cafes of admiralty and 
maritime jurifdict on; tocontrevere 
fies to which the United States {hall 
be party ; to controverfies between 
twoor more fates, beiween a ftate 
and citizens of another flate, be- 
ween citizens of cificrent flates, 
between citizens of the fame flate, 
claiming lands under grants of dif- 
ferent fiates, and between a flate 
or the citizens thereof, and foreign 
fiates, citizens, or ful jes, 

Iy all cafes, affecting ambaffa- 
dors, other public minifters, and 
coufuls, and thefe in which a fate 
fall be party, the fupreme court 
fhall have original jurifdi@tion, In 
allthe other cafes before mention- 
ed, the fupreme court fhall have 
appellate jurifdiction, both as to 
law and fa&, with fuch excep- 
tions, and under fuch reyulations, 
as the congrefs fhall make. 

THe trial of all crimes, except 
in cafes of impeachment, fhall be 
by jury; and fuch trial fhall be 
held in the ftate where the faid 
crimes fhall have been committed ; 
but when not committed within 
any fate, the trial fhall be at fuch 
place or places, as the congrefs 
may by law have directed, 

Sec, 3. Treason againft the 
United States, fhall confitt only in 
levying war againft them, or in 
cdhering to their enemies, giving 
them aid and comforr, No per- 
fon fhall be convicted of treafon un- 
lefs on the teflimony of two wit- 
nefles to the fame overt act, or on 
confeffion in open court, 

Tne congrefs fhall have pow- 
er to declare the punifliment of 
treafen: but no attainder of treafon 
fall werk corruption of blood, or 
forfeiture, except during the life 
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ART. IV. 

Sec. 1 Fur faith and credit 
fha}! be given in each fate, to the 
public aéts, records and judicial 
proceedings of every other flate. 
And the congrefs may, by gene- 
rallaws, prefcribe the Manner in 
which fuch adts, records, and pro- 
ceedings fhall be proved, and the 
effict thereof, 

Sec. 2. Tue citizens of each 
tate fhall be entitled to all privile- 
ges and immunities of citizens in 
the feveral flates. 

A person charged in any flare 
with treafon, felony, or other 
crime, who fhail flee from juttice, 
and be found in another flate, thall, 
on demand of the ¢xecutive,autho- 
rity of the flate from which be 
fled, be delivered up, to be remo- 
ved tothe ftate having jurifdiction 
of the crime. 

No perfon, held to fervice or 
labour in one ftate, under the laws 
thereof, efcaping into agotber, 
fhall, in confequence of any law 
or regulation thercin, be difchar- 
ged from fuch fervice or labour ; 
but fhal! be delivered up on claim 
of the party to whom fuch fervice 
or labour may be due. 

New ftates may be admitted 
by the Congrefs into this union; 
but nonew ftate fhall be forme! 
or erected within the jurifdiction 
of any other flate; mor any ftate 
be formed by the junction of rw: 
or more flates or parts of flates, 
without the confent of the Iegilla- 
tures of the ff 
well as of the con; 
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Tre congre(s ive power 
to difpofe of, and make all need- 
ful rules and regulations refpedtii 
the territory or other property t 
longing to the United Stare ind 
nothing in this conf ail ‘be 








{o conftrued, as to prejudice any 
claims of the United States, or of 
any particular ftate. 

Sec. 4. THE United States 
fhall guarantee to every ftate in 
this union, a republican form of 
government; aud fhall protect 
each of them againft invafion ; and 
on application of the legiflature, 
or of the execative (when the le- 
giflature cannot be convened) a- 
gainft domeftic violence. 

ART. VY. 

Tue congrefs, whenever two 
thirds of both houtes thall deem it 
neceflary, thall propofe amende 
ments tothis conftitution, or, on 
the application of the legiflarures of 
two thirds of the feveral {tates, 
fhall calla convention for propo- 
fing aniendments, which, in either 
cafe, fhall be valid, to all intents 
and purpofes, as part of this con- 
ftitution, when ratified by the 
legiflatures of three fourths of the 
feveral ftates, or by conventions 
in three fourths thereof, as the 
one or the other modes of ratifica- 
tion may be propofed by the Con- 
grefs; provided, that no amend- 
ment, which may be made prior 
to the year one thoufand eight 
hundred and eight, fhall in any 
manner affect the firft and fourth 
claufes in the ninth fection of the 
firft article; and that no ftate, 
without its confent fhall be de- 
prived of its equal fuffrage in the 
fenate, 

ART, VI. 

Aut debts contracted, and en. 
gagements entered into before the 
adoption of this conftitution, fhall 
be as valid againft the United 
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States, under this conftitution, 23 
under the confederation. 

Tuts conftitution, and the laws 
of the United States which {hall 
be made in purfuance thereof, and 
ali treaties made, or which {hal} 
be made, under the authority of 
the United States, fhall be the fu- 
preme law of the land: and the 
judges in every fiate, hall be 
bound thereby, any thing in the 
conftitution or laws of any ftate to 
the contrary notwithftanding. 

Tue fenators and reprefenta- 
tives before mentioned, and the 
members of the feveral ftate legif- 
latures, and all executive and ju- 
dicial officers, both of the Uni- 
ted States and of the feveral flates, 
fall be bound by oath or affirma. 
tion, to fupport this confliturion ; 
but no religious teft fhall ever be 
required as a qualification to any 
office of public truft under the U- 
nited States. 

ART, VII. 

Tue ratification of the con. 
ventions of nine ftates, fhall be 
fuficient for the eftablifhment of 
this conftitution between the ftates 
fo ratifying the fame. 

Downe in convention, this twen- 

ty fixth day of June, one thou. 
fand feven hundred and eigh- 
tv eight. 

BY ORDER OF 

TION, 

EDMUND PENDLETON, 

Prefident, 

A cory from the original depofi- 

ted in the office of the general 
aflembly of Virginia, 

Atte JOHN STEWART, 

Keeper of Rolls 
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fentment or indi@tment by a grand 
jury, except in cafes arifing im the 
land or naval forces, or in the mi- 
litia when in actual fervice, in 
time of war, or public dan- 
ger; nor fhall any perfon be fub- 
jet for the fame offence to be 
twice put in jeopardy of life or 
limb; nor fhall be compelled in 
any criminal cafe, to be a witnefs 
againit himfelf; nor be deprived 
of life, liberty, or property, with- 
out due procefs of law; nor fhall 
private property be taken for pub- 
lic ufe, without juft compenfation, 

VIII. In all criminal profeca- 
tions, the accufed fhall enjoy the 
right to a fpeedy and public trial, 
by an impartial jury, of the flate 
and diftrict, wherein the crime 
fhall have been committed ; which 
diftri@t fhall have been previoufly 
afcertained by law; and to be in- 
formed of the nature and caufe of 
the accufation ; to be confronted 
with the witnefles againft him; to 
have compvulfory procefs for ob- 
taining witnefles in his favour ; 
and to have the afliftance of coun- 
fel for his defence. 

1X. Iw fuits at common law, 
where the value in controverfy 
fhall exceed twenty dollars, the 
right of trial by jury fhall be pre- 
ferved ; and no faé& tried by a ju- 
ry, fhall be otherwife re-examined 
jn any court of the United States, 
than according to the rules of 
common law. 

X. Excessive bail fhall not 
be required; nor exceflive fines 
impofed ; nor cruel and unufval 
punifhments inflicted, 

XI. Tue enumeration, in the 
conftitation, of certain rights, 





CONGRESS, &. 


fhall not he conftrued to deny or 
difparage ethers, retained by the 
people. 

XIl. THe powers not delega- 
ted to the United States, by the 
conftitution, nor prohibited by it 
to the ftates, are referved to the 
ftates refpectively, or to the peo- 
ple. 

F. A. MUHLENBURG, 
Speaker of the houfe of 
reprefentatives. 
JOHN ADAMS, vice prefident 
of the United States, and 
prefident of the fenate. 
Atteft, 
JOHN BECKLEY, clerk of the 
houfe of reprefentatives. 
SAMUEL A, OTIS, fecretary 
of the fenate, 

N. B. By the returns made 
jnto the fecretary of flate’s office, 
it appears that the firft article of 
the above amendments is agreed 
to by only feven ftates—the {fe- 
cond by only four—-and therefore 
thefe are not obligatory, All the 
remainder, having been ratified by 
nine ftates, are of equal obligation 
with the conftitution itfelf, 

August 12, 1791. 

Tue following amendment hav- 
ing been ratified by a fufficient 
number of the flates, is now valid 
as part of the conftitution of the 
United States, 

Tue judicial power of the U- 
nited States, fhall not be conftru- 
ed to extend to any fuit in Jaw or 
equity, commenced or profecuted 
againft one of the United States, 
by citizens of another ftate, or by 
citizens or fubjeéts of any forcign 
{tate. 
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AN ACT CONCERNING ALIENS. 


[| APPROVED—JUNE 25, 1798. ] 


Sec. I. Be it enadfed by the 
Jenate and houfe of reprefentatives 
of the United States of America, 
in congrefs affembled, Thatit hall 
be lawful for the prefident of the 
United States at any time during 
the continuance of this act, to or- 
der all {ach aliens as he thall judge 
dangerous tothe peace and fafety 
of the United States, or thall have 
reafonable ground to fufpect are 
concerned in any treafonable or 
fecret machinations agaiaft the 
government thereof, to depart 
out of the territory of the Unired 
States, within fuch time as fhall 
be expreffed in fuch order—which 
order {hall be ferved on fuch alien 
by delivering him a copy thereof, 
or leaving the fame at his ufual 
abode, and returned to the office 
of the fecretary of ftate, by the 
marfhall or other perfon to whom 
the fame fhall be dire€ted. And 
in cafe any alien, fo ordered to de- 
part, fhall be found at large with. 
in the United States after the 
time limited in fuch order for his 
departure, and not having obtain- 
ed a dicenfe from the prefident to 
refide therein, or having ebtained 
fuch ficenfe faall not have con- 
formed thereto, every fuch alien 
fhall, on conviction thereof, be im- 
prifoned for a term not exceeding 
three years, and (hall never after 
be admitted to become a citizen 
of the United States. Provided 
always, and be it further enaGed, 
That if any alien fo ordered to 
depart fhall prove to the fatisfac- 
tion of the prefident, by evidence 
to be taken before fuch perfon or 
perfons as the prefident fhail di- 
re&t, who are for that purpofe 
hereby authoriled to adminifter 
oaths, that uo injury or danger to 


the United States will arife from 
fuffering fuch alien to refide 
therein, the prefident may grant a 
licenfe to fuch alien to remain 
within the United States for fuch 
time as be fhall judge proper, and 
at fuch place as ke may delignate, 
And the prefident may alfo re- 
quire of fuch alien to enter into 3 
bond to the United States, in fuclr 
penal fum ashe may direét, with 
one or more iufficient fureties to 
the fatisfaction of the perfon au- 
thorized by the prefident to take 
the fame, conditioned for the good 
behaviour of fuch alien during his 
refidence in the United States, and 
not violating his licenfe, which li- 
cenfe the prefident may revoke, 
whenever he fhall think proper. 

Sec. Il. And be it further en- 
aed, That it thall be Jawful for 
the prefident of the United States, 
whenever he may deem it necefia- 
ry for the public fafety, to order 
to be removed out ef the territory 
thereof any alien who may or fhall 
be in prifon in purfuance of this 
act; and to caufe to be arrefted 
and fent out of the United Srates 
fach of thofe aliens as fhall have 
been ordered to depart therefrom 
and fhall not have obtained a li- 
cenfe as aforefaid, in all cafes, 
where in the opinion of the prefi- 
dent the public fafety requires a 
{peedy removal, And if any a- 
lien fo removed or fent out of the 
United States by the prefident fhall 
voluntarily return thereto, unlefs 
by permiffion of the prefident of 
the United States, fuch alien on 
conviction thereof, fhall be im- 
prifoned fo long as in the opinion 
of the prefident, the public fafety 
may require 
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BE it enaZed by the 
mate and house of representatives 
Tnited States 
? =. 

ongress assembled, That if any 
s fhall unlawfully combine 
confpire together, with intent 
oppofe any meafure or meafures 
of the United 


ected by proper authority, or to 
operation of any law 


c€C fo fs oruel i d ; & 
‘ 
the fame manner asif th! t had 
not been palled. 
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of the United States, or to inti 
midate or prevent any perfon hold. 
ing a place or office in or under 
the government of the Unite 
States, from undertaking ! 
forming, or executing his 
duty ; and if any perfon or perfons, 
with intent as aforefaid, fhall 
counfel, advife, or attempt to 
proeure any infurrection, ict, 
unlawfal aflembly, or combina. 








thre *, courtel, advice, or at- 
{ it Have tie propofed ef- 
fect or not, he or they thali be 
deemed guilty of a ligh mifde- 


on conviction, be- 


j y court of the Uniied 
States having jurifdiction thereof, 
i punihed by a fine not_ex- 
‘ ing tive thoufand dollars, and 
by imp: ent during a tel 
not lefs than fix months nor ex- 
cecding five years; and further, 
tthe difcr 1 of the court may 
be to fiud fureties for his 
good b ur, in fuch fum, and 
for juch time, as the faid court 
] ly d . 


acted, ‘That if aay perfon thall 
write, P 
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utter or publifh, or 
procure to be writ- 


ten, | ted, uttered or publifh- 
ed, or thall knowingly and wil- 
lingly allt or aid ia writing, 
| Inge, uttering, or pub ng 
any falfe, fcandalous and mali- 
cious Writing or writings apainit 
t) vernment of the United 


congreis OF the Uulled oftates, or 
‘Ant ] } ‘ 
the pret tot the United States, 
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government, or either houle o 
Le . rs yreale . 1, 
the faid congrefs, or the faid pre. 
fident, or to bring them or either 
of them, mto CORXtempt or dilre- 


them, the ha- 
tred of the good people of the U- 


States, or te ftir up fedition 
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cone 1 purfuance of any tuch law, 
in him vefted by 
the con{tiiution of 
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to relift, « ppote, or 


> 
encouraye « tet any hoftile de- 
fi { any forcign nation againft 
the Uniied States, their people or 
, 
government, tien fuen perion, Be- 
yy reof convicted before any 
court of ihe United States having 
rifaiction thereof, fhail be pun- 
ified by a fine not exceediip two 
thoufand dollars, and by imprifon- 
nent not excecding eal 


Pp rieh oD prei cutec uncer ti act, 
for the writing or publithing any 
libel aforefaid, it fhall be jawfu 
for the defendant, upon the trial 
of the caufe, to give in evidens 


] {te ) ained in t| > ub] Cia- 
t 1 ¢ pe 14S a Libel. aA d tl of 
jury who thadl try the caufe, {hall 
have a richtto determine thi \ 
aud the fact, under the dire&tion 


in other cafes 


urt, 2 
And be it further er 
‘That this a@ {hall continue 
ferce until the third day 
1, one thoufand eight hun. 
dred and one, and no longer: 


Provided, ‘That the expiration of 


and be in 


offence againft the law, dor- 
ing the time it fhall be in ferce, 
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Extract from an authentic account of the trial of Mathew L von, Efq. 
Repre ate atrue in congress from the western district of Vermont, 
for a pretended breach of wn roing law. 


THE indi@ment confifted of 

three counts, 
FIRST. 

FOR having malicioufly, &c, 
with intent, &c, written at Phila- 
delphia, a leteer dated the 20th of 
fune, and publifhed the fame at 
Windfor, in the news paper called 
the Vermont Journal, containing 
the words following : 

‘* As to the executive, when I 
fhall fee the efforts of that power 
bent on the promotion of the 
comfort, the happinefs and ac- 
commodation of the people, that 
executive fhall have my zealous 
and uniform fupport: But when I 
fhail, on the part of the execu 
tive, fee every confideration of 
the public welfare fwallowed up 
in a continual grafp for power, in 
an wuabounded thirft for ridiculous 
pomp, foolith adulation, and felf. 
if avarice; when I (hall behold 
men of real merit daily turned 
out ef office, for no other caufe 
but independency of fentiment; 
when I fhall fee men of frmnefs, 
merit, years, abilities, and expe- 
rience, dilcarded in their applica- 
tions for office, for fear they pof- 
fefs that independence, and men 
of meanne(s preferred for the eale 
with which they take up and advo- 
cates opinions, the coafequence of 
which they know but little of — 
when I fhall fee the facred name 
of religion employed as a ftate en. 
gine, to make mankind hate and 
perfecute one another, I fhall not 
be their humble advoeate.’”” 

SECOND, 

For having malicioufly, &c. 
and with intent, &c. publifhed a 
Jetter, fa'dto bea letter from a di- 
plomatic character in France, con- 
taining two paragraphs in the 
words following ; 


‘Tue mifunderflanding be- 
tween the two governments,’” 
(France and the United States,) 
‘* has become extremely alarming 
—confidenceiscompletely deftroy- 
ed, miftru(ts, jealoufy, anda dif- 


pofition to a wrong attribution of 


motives are fo apparent, as to re- 
quire the utmoft caution in every 
word and actiou that are to come 


from your executive; I mean, if 


your obje& is to avoid hoftilities 

Had thistruth been underftood with 
you, before the recall of Munroe, 

before the coming and fecond com- 
ing of Pinckney ; had it guided 
the pens that wrote the bullying 
fpeech of your prefident, and ftu- 
pid anfwer of your fenate, at the 
opening of congrefs in November 
lait, { fhould probably have had 
no occation to » gddrefs you this let- 
eer.”” 

66 eee Bu when we fonnd 
him borrowing the language of 
Edmund Burke, aad telling the 
world, that although he fhouid fuc- 
ceed in treating with the French, 
there was no dependence to be pla- 
ced on any of their engagemeats ; 
their religion and morality were at 
an end, that they had turned pi- 
rates, and pluuderers, and it would 
be nece Mary to be perpetually arm- 
ed againit them, though you were 
at peace: we wondered that the 
anfwer of both houfes had not been 
an order to fend him toa mad 
houfe, Inftead of this, the fenate 
have echoed the fpeech with more 
fervility than ever George the 
third experienced from either 
houfe of parliament.” 

THIRD. 

For aiding and Ybetting, &c. 
in publifhing the fame, 

THis isthe whole magnitude 
of the crime for which Mr, Lyon 
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was fentenced to fuffer four calen- 
der months imprifonment, and to 
pay a fine of 1000 dollars, and 
colts of profecution ; nor was one 
particle of it remitted, although 
thoufands of his fellow citizens 
implored the mercy of the execu- 


tive ;—in vain didthey petition ;— 
they might afk mercy from the 
prowling uger—but from the man 
who would ‘* fine, imprifon, and 
hang aur, even his own BRO- 
THER,” for a diffcrence in poli- 
tical fentiments 3 





TS a me —— 


IN THE 


VIRGINIA HOUSE OF 


DELEGATES, 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21, 1798. 


RESOLVED, that the general 
aflembly of Virginia, doth une- 
quivocally exprefs a firm refolution 
to maintain and defend the confti- 
tution of the United States, and 
the conftitution of this ftate, a- 
gainft every aggreffion either fo- 
reign or domeftic, and that they 
will fupport the government of 
the United States in all meafures 
warranted by the former. 

Tuar this aflembly moft fo- 
lemnly declares a warm attach- 
ment to the union of the ftates, 
to maintain which it pledges its 
powers ; and that for this end, it 
is their duty to watch over afid 
oppofe every infraction of thofe 
principles which conftitute the on- 
ly bafis of that union, becaufe a 
faithful obfervance of them, can 
alone fecure its exiftence and the 
public happinefs. 

Tuat this affembly doth ex- 
plicitly and peremptorily declare, 
that it views the powers of the fe- 
deral. government, as refulting 
from the compact, to which the 
{tates are parties; as limited by 
the plain fenfe and intention of 
the inftrument conftituting that 
compaét; as no farther valid than 
they are authorized by the grants 
enumerated in that compact; and 
that in cafe of a deliberate, pal- 
pable and dangerous exercife of 


other pewers not granted by the 
faid compact, the fiates who are 
parties thereto, have the right, 
and are in duty bound, to inter- 
pofe, fer arrefting the progrefs of 
the evil, and for maintaming with- 
in their refpective limits, the au- 
thorities, rights and liberties ap- 
pertaining to them. 

Tuar the general aflembly doth 
alfoexprefs its deep regret, that 
a fpirit has in fundry inftances, 
been manifefted by the federal go- 
vernment, to enjarge its powers 
by forced conf{tructions of the con- 
ftitutional charter which defines 
them ; and that indications have 
appeared of a defign to expound 
certain general phrafes (which, ba- 
ving been copicd from the very 
limited grant of powers in the 
former articles of confederation 
were the lefs liable to be mifcon- 
ftrued) fo as to deftroy the mean- 
ing aud effect, of the particular 
enumeration which neceffarily ex- 
plains, and limits the general 
phrafes; and foas to confolidate 
the flates by degrees, into one 
fovereignty, the obvious tendency 
and inevitable refule of which 
would be, to transform the prefent 
republican fyftem of the Unied 
States, into an abfolute, er at belt 
a mixed monarchy, 
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the palpable an ming intr 


tions of the conflitution, in the 
two iate cafes of the aben and 


? , } t i 
dition as,” paffed at the iall 


which, exercifes a power no whe 

delegated to the federal govern- 
n nt, and which by unitn g leg ° 
lative and judicial powers to thcfe 
of the executn e, fubverts the ge- 
neral principles of free govern- 
ment, as wel! asthe parti ular or- 
ganization, and pofitive provifions 
of t the federal conftirution; and 
the other of which acts, exer i- 
jeg in Itke manner, a power not 
delegated by the conftitution, but 
on the contrary, exprefsly and 
politively forbidden by one of the 
amendments th ereto ;—a power, 
ich more thar any other, ought 
toproduce univerfal alarm, becaue 


Re See ‘ " # 
it 139 levelled a againtt tue ris rht of 


treely examining public c characte rs 
and meafures, and of free commu- 
nication among the people there- 
on, which has ever been pully 
eemed, the only effeRual guar- 
lan of every other right. 
Tuat this ftate having by its 
convention, which ratified the fed. 





eral conftitution exprefsly 


, 


, ’ rr . 
red, that among other effential 


rights, ** the lib erty of confcience 
and of the prefs cannot be cancel- 


led, abridged, reitrained or modi- 
fied by any authority of the Uni- 
ted States,”’ and from its extreme 
anxiety to guard thefe rights from 
every poflible attack of fophiftry 
and ambition, having with other 
flates, recommended an amend- 
meut for that purpofe, which a- 
mendment was, in due time, an- 
nexed tothe conftitution ; it would 
mark a reproachful inconlittency, 
and Criminal degeneracy, if anin- 
difference were now fhown, to the 


Fr aw % 
of a precedent which may be fa- 
ta] to the otiier. 


Tuav the good people of this 


commonwealth, having ever felt, 
! col ng to feel the mof 
fincere aflection for their brethre 
ofthe other flates; the trucitanx- 
icty for eltabl lbing and perpeti 


ting the union of all; and the 
mott fcr: pulous fidelny to that 
conkitution, which is the pled; 
of mutual friend{hip, and the in- 
firument of muteal hap pp rinefy ; the 
general aflembly dot h folemnly ap- 
peal to the like difpofitions in the 
other flates in confidence that 
they will concur with this com- 
monwealth. in declaring, as it does 
hereby declare, that the a&s a- 
for taid, are unco! ftitutional ; and 
that the neceflary and prope 
meafures will be taken by each, 
for co-operating with this fate, 
in maintaining unimpaired, the 
authorities, rights, and liberties, 
referved to the flates refpectively, 
or to the people. 

Tuat the governor be cefired 
to tranfmit ta copy of the forego- 
ing refolutions 'o the executive 
naxhotitt of each of the other 
{fiates with a rev q aeft thar the fame 
may be communicated to the le- 
g flature thereof; and thata copy 
be furnifhed to each of the ena- 
tors and reprefentatives reprefent- 
ing th's fla e in the congrefs of 
the United States. 

Atteft, JOHN STEW ART. 
1798, Dec mber 24th. 
Agreed to by the {i nate, 
H BROOKE. 
A true copy from the original 
depofited in the office of the 
general aflembly. 
JOHN STEWART, 
Keeper of rolls. 











IN THE HOUSE 


ADDRESS, 





O Ce 


OF DELEGATES, 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 4, 1793. 


RESOLVED, that the general 
aflembly of Virginia will co-cpe- 
rate with the authorities of the 
United States in maintaining the 
independenge, union and con{titu- 
tion thereof, againft the hoftilities 
or intrigues of all foreign powers 
whatfoever, and that although 
differences of cpinion do exift, in 
relation to interual and domettic 
meafures, yet a charge that there 
is a party in this commonwealth 
under the influence of any foreign 
power, is unfounded and calum- 
nious, 

Resorven, that the general 
allembly do and will always, be- 
hold with indignation, depreda- 
tions on our commerce ;—in{ults 
on our citizens; impreflments of 
our feamen, or any other injuries, 
committed on the people or gov- 
eroment of the United States, by 
foreign nations, 

Resotvep neverthelefs, that 
our fecurity from inyafion, and 


the force of our militia, render a 
ftanding army unneceiliry : that 
the policy of the United State 
forbids a war of agretlion ; that 
our whole reliance ought to be on 
ourlelves; and therefore, that 
while we will repel invalion etev- 
ery hazard, we thail deplore, and 


‘? 


Ceprecate the evils of War, fora y 
other caufe, 

Reso.ven, thata copy of the 
foregoing refolutions, be fent to 
each of the fenators and reprefen- 
tatives of this ftate, in congreis. 

Aiteit, 
JOHN STEWART, C.H.D. 
1799, January 1oth, 


Agreed to by the fenate. 
H. BROOKE, C, &, 


A true copy from the oriyinal 
depofited in the office of the 

general affembly. 
JOHN STEWART, 
Keeper of rolls, 





ADDRESS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO THE 


PEOPLE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, 


Fellow Citizens, 

UN WILLING to fhrink from 
our reprefentative refponfibility, 
con{cious of the purity of our mo- 
tives, but acknowledging your 
right to fupervife our conduct, we 
invite your ferious attention to 
the emergency, which dictated the 
fujoined refolutions, Whillt we 
difdain to alarm you by ill foun- 
ded jealonfies, we recommend an 
inveRligation, guided by the cool- 
nefs of wifdom, and a decifion 


bottomed on firmnefs, but tem- 
pered with moderation. 

Ir would be perfidious in thofe, 
entrufted with the guardianthipof 
the flate fovereiymty, and acting 
under the folemn obligation of the 
following oath ; ‘* I co {wear that 
I will fupport the conttitution of 
the United States ;’’ not to warn 
you of encroachments, whic), 
though clothed with the pretext 
of neceflity, or difguifed by argu- 
ments ofexpediency, may yet ¢l- 
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tablifh precedents, whicli may ul- 
timately devote a generous and un- 
{ulpicious pe: ple, to all the confee 
quences of ufurped power. 

EncroacHMENTS {pringing 
from a govern iment, whole organ. 
ization cannot be maintained with- 
out the co-operation of the {tates ; 
furnith the ftrongeft excitements 
upon the ftate Jepillatures to 
watchfulnefs, and impofe upon 
them the ftrongeft obligation, to 
preferve uvimpaired the line of 
partition, 

Tre acquiefcence of the flates 
under infractions of the federal 
compact, would either beget a 
fpeedy confolidation, by precipi- 
ating the flate governments into 
impotency and contempt; or pre- 
pare the way for a revolution, by 
a repetition of thefe infraétions, 
until the people are reufed to ap- 
pear in themajefty of their ftrength. 
it is to avoid thefe calamities, that 
we exiibit to the people the mo- 
mentuous queftion, whether the 
conftitution of the United States 
fhail yield toa conftruétion, which 
defies every reftraint and over- 
whelms the beft hopes of republi- 
canifm. 

ExuortTarsons to difregard 
domeftic ufurpation, until forcign 
danger fhall have paft, is an arti- 
fice which may be forever ufed ; 
becaufe the poffeffors of power, 
whoare the advocates for its ex- 
tenfion, can ever create national 
embarraflments, to be fucceflively 
employed to foothe the people into 
fleep, whilft that power is fwelling, 
filently, fecretly, and fatally. Of 
the fame character are infinuations 
of a foreign influence, which feize 
upon a laudable enthufiafm againfi 
danger from abroad, and diftort it 
by an unnatural application, fo as 
to blind your eyes againft danger 
at home. 


THE GENERAL 

Tue “fedition a& prefents 2 
feene, Which was never expected 
by the early friends of the coutti- 
tution. It was then admitted, 
that the ftate fovereignties were 
only diminifhed, by powers fpe- 
cifically enumerated, or neceffa- 
ry to carry the fpecified pow. 
ers into effect Now, federal 
authority is deduc ed from impli- 
cation, and from the exiftence 
of ftate lew, it is inferred, that 
congrefs pollefs a fimilar pow- 
er of legillation;—-whence con- 
grefs will be endowed with a 
power of Iegiflation, in all ca- 
jes whatfoever, and the ftates 
will be ftript ef every right re- 
ferved by the concurrent claims of 
a paramount legiflature, 

Tue fedition act is the offspring 
of thefe tremenduous pretentions Sy 
which inflict a death wound on the 
fovereignty of the ftates, 

For the honor of American un- 
derftanding, we will not believe 
that the people have been allured 
into the adoption of the conflitu- 
tion, by an affectation of defining 
powers, whilft the preamble would 
admit a conftruction which would 
erect the will of congrefs into a 
power paramount in all cafes, and 
therefore limited in none. On the 
contrary it is evident, that tke ob- 


jets for which the conftirution 


was formed were deemed attaina- 
ble only by a particular enumera- 
tion and fpecification of each pow- 
er granted to the federal govern- 
iment; referving allothers to the 
people or to the ftates. And yet 
it is in vain we fearch for any {pe- 
cified power embracing the right 
of legiflation againft the freedom 
ofthe prefs, 

Jap the flates been defpoiled 
of their fovereignty by the ge- 
nerality of the preamble, and 
had the federal government been 
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endowed with whatever they 
fhould judge to be inftrumental to- 
wards union, jultice, tranquility, 
common cefence, general welfare, 
and the prefervation of liberty ; 
nothing could have been more fri- 
volous than an ecaumeration of 
powers. 

Ir is vicious in the extreme to 
calumnaiate meritorious public fer- 
vants; but ic is both arifal and 
vicious, to aroufe the public indig 
nation againft calumny, in or- 
der to conceal ufurpation. Ca- 


lumny is forbidden by the laws, 
ufurpation by the conflitution.— 


Calumny injures individuals, ufur- 
pation, ftates. Calumny may be 
redreiled by the common judica- 
tures, ufurpation can only be coa- 
trouled by the act of fociety.— 
Ought usurpation, which is moft 
mifchievous, to be rendered lefs 
hateful, by ca/umny, which though 
injurious, is ina degree lefs perni- 
cious? But the laws for the cor. 
rection of calumny were not de- 
fective. Every libellous writing 
or expreflion might receive its pun- 
ifhment in the flate courts, from 
juries fummoned by an oflicer, who 
does not receive his appointment 
from the prefident, and is under 
no influence to court the pleafure 
of government, wheter it injured 
public officers or private citizens. 
Nor is there any diftincion m the 
couftitutien, empowering congrefs 
exclufively to panifh calumny di- 
rected againit an officer of the 
peneral yovernment; fo that a con- 
ftruction affuming the power of 
protecting the reputation of a citi- 
zen officer, will extend to the cafe 
of any other citizen, and open to 
congrefs a right of legiflation in 
every conceivable cafe which cai 
arife between individuals, 

In anfwer to this it is urged, 
that every government pofleffes an 
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inherent power of felf preferva- 
tion, entitling it to do whatever 
it thall judge neceflary for that 
purpole, 

Tats isa repitition of the doce 
trine of implication and expedien- 
cy in different language, and ad- 
mits of a fimilar, and decifive an- 
{wer—namely that asthe powers 
of congrefs are defined, powers in- 
herent, implied or expedient, are 
obvioully the creatures of ambi- 
tiot; becaufe the care expended 
in defining powers would otherwile 


Powers 


i 
have been furperfluous, 
ext ch fources, will 
be indefinitely multiplicd, by the 
{ ies and patronage, 
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which, with the impoflibility of 
comtrouling them by any demarca- 
tion, would prefently terminate 
reafoning, and ultimately {wallow 
up the ftate fovereignties. 

So infatiable is a love of power, 
that it has reforted to a diftinction 
between the freedom and licen- 
tioufnefs of the prefs, for the pur- 
pofe of converting the third a- 
meadment of the conftitution, 
which was dictated by the moft 
lively anxiety to preferve that free- 
dom, into an inftrument for a- 
bridging it. ‘Thus ufurpation e- 
ven juftities itfelf, by a precaution 
again{t ufurpation ; and thus an 
amendment univertally deGigned to 
quiet every fear is adduced as the 
fource of an act, which has pro- 
duced general terror and alarm. 

The diftinction between liberty 
and licentioufnefs, is ftill a repiti- 
tion of the pretean doctrine of im- 
plication, which is ever ready to 
work its ends by varying its fhape. 
By its help, the judge as to what 
is licentious, may ef{cape through 
any conftitutional refiriction. Un- 
der it, men of a_ particular reli- 
gious opinion, might be excluded 
from office, becaufe fuch exclu- 
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fion would not amount to an eftab 
lifhment of religion, and becaule 
jt might be faid that their opinions 
were licentious. And under it, 
congrefs miglit denominate a reli- 
gion to be heretical and lice tous, 
and proceed to its fuppreflion.— 
Remember that precedents once 
eftablithed, are fo much politive 
power ; and that the nation which 
repofes on the pillow of political 
confidence, will fooner or Jater, 
end its political exiftence in a 
deadly lethargy. Remember alfo, 
that it is to the prefs, mankind 
are indebted, for having difpelled 
the clouds which long encom paffed 
rcligion—for difclofing her genu- 
ine luftre—and diffeminating her 
falutary doctrines, 

Tue fophiftry of a diftin&ion 
between the liberty and the licen- 
tioufnefs of the prefs, is fo forcie 
bly expofed in a late memorial 
from our late envoys, to the mini- 
fier of the French republic, that 
we here prefent it to you, in their 
own words : 

“Tre genius of the conftitu- 
tion, and the opinion of the people 
of the United States, cannot be 
overruled by thofe who adminifter 
the government. Among thofe 
principles deemed facred in Ameri- 
ca; among thofe facred rights con- 
fidered as forming the bulwark of 
their liberty, which the govern. 
ment contemplates with awful re- 
verence and would approach only 
with the moft cautious circumfpec- 
tion, there is noone of which the 
importaiice is more deeply :mpref- 
fed on the public mind than the li- 
berty of the prefs, ‘I hat this /d- 
erty is often carried to excefs, that 
it has fometimes degenerated into 
licentiousness is feen and lament- 
ed . but the remedy has not yet been 
discovered, Perhaps it is an evil 
inseparable from the good witb 
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awhich it is allied: perhaps it isa 
shoot which cannot be stripped from 
the stalk, without wounding vitally 
the plant from which it is torn — 
However defirable those measures 
might be which might correct with- 
out enslaving the prejs, they have 
never yet been devised in dmerica. 
No repulations exift which enable 
the government to fupprefs whate- 
ver calamities or invectives any in- 
dividual may chufe to offer to the 
public eye; or to punifh fuch ca- 
Jumnies and inveétives otherwife 
than by a legal profecution in 
courts which are alike open to ail 
who confider themfelves as inju- 
red.” 

As if we were bound to look 
for fecurity from the perfonal pro- 
bity of congrefs, amidft the frail- 
tices of man; aud not from the 
barriers of the conftitvtion ; it has 
been urged that the accufed under 
the {edition act, is allowed to prove 
the truth of the charge, This ar- 
gument will act for amoment dil- 
guife the unconftitutionality of the 
act, if it be recolle€ted that opin- 
ions, as well as facts are made pu- 
nifhable, and that the truth of an 
opinion is not fufceptible of proof. 
By fubjecting the truth of opinion 
to the regulation fine and imprifon- 
ment, to be infli€ted by thofe who 
are of a different opinion, the free 
range of the humzn mind is injuri- 
oufly reftrained. ‘The facred ob. 
ligations of religion flow from the 
due exercife of opinion; in the fo- 
lemn difcharge of which, man is 
accountable to his God alone: yer 
under this precedent the truth of 
religion itfelf may be afcertained, 
and its pretended licentioufnefs 
punifhed by a jury of a different 
creed from that held by the perfon 
accufed. ‘This law then commits 


the double facrilege of arrefting 
reafon, inher progrefs towards per- 
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fection, and of placing in a ftate 
of danger, the free exercile of ree 
ligious opinions. But where does 
the conftitution allow congrefs to 
create crimes and gene panith- 
ment, provid d they allow the ; ace 
cufed to exhibit evidence in his de- 
fence? This doctrine, any with 
the affertion, that fedition is-a 
commoa law afence, and there- 
fore within the correcting power of 
congrefs, opens at once the hedious 
volumes of penal law, and turns 
Joofe upon us the utmoft invention 
of infatiable malice and ambition, 
which in all ages have debauched 
morals, depreifed liberty, thackled 
rdigion, jupported defpouim, and 
deluged the {caffold with blood. 
Aut the preceding arguments 
ariling froma deficiency of con{ti- 
tutional power in congrefs, apply 
to the alien ad, and this act is lia- 
ble to other objections peculiar to 


itfelf. If afufpicion that aliens 
are dangerous, conftitute the jul- 


tion of that power exercifed 
ver them by congrefs, then a fimi- 
lar fufpicion, wili } ify the exer 
cife of a fimilar power, over na- 
tives, Becaufe there 
in the conftitution diftins guifhing 
between the pe rwer of a ftate 
to permit the refidence of na- 
tives and of aliens, It is there- 
fore a right originally poflefied, 
and never furren de red by the re- 
{pective ftates, and wt hich is rene 
dered dear and valwable to Vi ifgi« 
nia, becaufe it is aflailed through 
the bofom of the conititution, and 
becaufe her peculiar  fituatien 
renders the eafy admiflion of arti- 
zans and Jabourers, an intereft of 
vaft importance. 

Bur this bil! contains other fea- 
tures, {till more alarming and dan- 
gerous. It difpentfes with the tri- 
al by jury ; it violates the judicial 


tifica 


is nothing 


fytem ; it confounds Jegiflatiye, 
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executive and judicial powers; it 
punifhes without trial; and it be- 
ftows upon the prefi dent, defpotic 
power over a numerous clais of 
men. Are fuch meafures confift- 
ent wit our conftitutional princi- 
ples? And will an accumulation of 
pewer jo extenfive in the hands of 
the executive over aliens, fecure to 
latives the bleflings of republican 
liberty ? 

Ir meafures can mould govern- 
ments, and if an uncontrouled 
power of conftruction, is furren- 


dered to thofe who adminifter 


them, their progre fs may be eafily 
forefeen , and their end eafily fore- 
told, A “Wome of monarchy, who 


opens the treafures of corruption, 
by diftributing emolument among 
devoted partizans, may at the fame 
time be approaching his ebjeé, 
and deluding the people with pro- 
feflions of republicanifm. He 
may confound monarchy and re- 
publicanifm, by the art of defini- 
tion. He may varnith over the 
dexterity which ambition never 
fails to difplay, with the pliasey 
of language, the feduétion of ex- 
pediency, or the prejudices of the 
times, And he may come at length 
to avow, that fo extenfive a terri- 
tory as that of the United States, 
cas only be governed by the ener- 
gies of monarchy ; that it cannot 
be defended, except by ftanding 
armies ; and that it cannot be uni- 
ted, except by confelidation. 

Measures have already been 
adopted, which may lead to thele 
confequences, They confift : 

In fifcal fyftems and arrange- 
ments, which keep an hoft of com- 
mercial and wealthy individuals, 
embodied and obedient, to the 
mandates of the treafury. 

In armies and navies, which 
will on the one hand enlift the ten- 
dency of man, to pay homage is 
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his fellow creature who can feed 
or honor him; and ona the other, 
employ the principle of fear, by 
punifhing imaginary infurrections, 
poder the pretext of preventiv 
juftice. 

" In the extenfive eftablithment 
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and officered by execative power, 
io as to deprive the fates of their 
contiitetional right to appoint mt- 
1 officers—and to place the 
great bulk of the peo; 
fencelefs fituation. 

Iw fwarms of officers civil and 
military, who can inculcate politi- 
cal tenets tending to confolida- 


eis nd n shi Wael vr A | 
tion a8 monaren DOLL vy maul- 
gencies and feverities; and can adc 
as fpies over the free exercile of 


human reafon. 

In deftroying by the fedition 
act, the refponfibility se public 
feryvants 2 nd public me: res tothe 
people, thus admins towards 
the exploded doGrince, that the 
adminiitrators of the government 
are the mafters and not the fer- 
vants of the people,’? and exp )- 

ir America, which acquired the 
honour of taking the lead among 
mations towards perfecting politic il 
principles, to the difgrace of re- 
turning firft to ancient ignorance 
and barbarifm. 

In exercifing a power of depri- 
ving a portion of the people, of 
that reprefentation in congrefs be- 
flowed by the conftitution. 

In the adoration and efforts of 
fome, knewn to be rooted in en- 
mity to republican government, 
applauding and fupporting meafures 
by every costrivance, calculated to 
take advantage of the publicconfi- 
dence, which is allowed to be inge- 
nious, but will be fatally injurious, 

In ‘transferring to the executive, 
Sm portant lepidative powers ; par- 
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ticularly the power of raifing ar- 
mies; and borrowing moncy with- 
out limitation of mtereit. 

In reflraining the freedom of 
the prefs, aud dave fling the ex 
cutive” W with le; iffative, EXCCULi Ve ? 
and judicial powe rs, over a unk 
rous body of men. 

Awp that we may fhorten the 
catalogue, in eftabiithing by fu 
ceflive precedents fuch a mode of 
conftruing the conttitution, as will 
rapidly remove every reflraimt up- 
on federal power. 

Ler hiftory be confulted; let 
the man of experience reflect ; 
nay, let the artificers of monarchy 
be afked, what farther materials 
they can Reed, for building up 
their fayorice fyftem, 

Trese are folemn but painful 
traths » and yet we reccommend it 
to you, nor to forget the poilibili- 


Vd of dai iger from without, altho’ 
° | 
per ul reatens us from within. 
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a ply foreign invafion, if that 


fhould happen, let Us rife witl 


, 4 
hearts and hands united, and repel 
the attack, with the aid of free- 
men, Who wil] ftrengthen their ti- 


tle to examine and pkey domel- 
tic mealures, by having defended 
their country again foreign ag- 
grefon. 

Prepcep aswe are, fellow citi. 
zens, to thefe facred engagements, 
We yet bemnbly and fervently im- 


plore the almighty difpoter of e-> 


vents, to avert from our land, 
war and ufurpation, the fcourges 
of mankind; to permit our fields 
to be cultivated in peace ; to in- 
{til into nations the love of 
friendly intercourfe ; to fuffer our 
youth to be educated in virtue ; 
and to preferve our morality froin 
the pollution, invariably incident 
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to habits of war; to prevent the 


labourer and hufbandman from be- 
ing g harraffed by taxes and im- 
polls; to remove from ambition, 
the means of difturbing the com- 
monwealth; to annihilate all pre- 
texts for power afforded by war; 
to mainrainthe conftitution ; and 
to blefs our nation with tranquil- 
ity, under whofe benign influ- 
ence, we may reach the fummit 
of happinefs and glory, to which 
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we are ceftined by NATURE and 
NATURE’s GOD. 
Attell, 
JOHN STEWART, C,H, D 
1799, January 23d. 
Ag Sr to 4 the fenate. 
. BROOKE, C, S. 
At true copy from the original 
depofitec in the office of the 
general aflembly. 
JOHN sTiwskKT. 
Keeper of Rolls. 
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KENTUCKY RESOLUTIONS. 


[ The following refolutions paffed the h houfe 
oF the paf 


» 5th, 


tucky, Nov, roth, 1798, 
one diffentient ; ad, 3d, 4th 
gth, three diffentients. } 


I, RESOLVED, that the fe- 
veral {tates compofing the United 
States of America, are not united 
on the principle of unlimited fab- 
miffion to their gencral govern- 
ment; but that by compact under 
the ftile and title of a conftitution 
for the United States, and of a- 
mendmentsthereto, they conftitu- 
tcd a general government for {pe- 
cial purpofes, delegated to that 
government certain definite pow- 
ers, referving each ftate to itfelf, 
the refiduary mats of right to their 
own felf povernment ; and that 

vhenloever the pencral goverle 
nent affumes undelegated powers, 
its acts are unauthoritative, void, 
and of no force; that to this com- 
pact each flate acceded as a ftate, 
and is an integral party:—that 
this government created by this 
compact, was not made the ex- 
clufive er final judge of the extent 
of the powers delegated to it- 
felf; fince that would have made 
us difcretion, and not the confti- 
tution, the meafure of its pow- 


of reprefentatives of Ken- 
lage of the firkt ref folution, 
6th, 7th, Sth, two diffentients ; 


ers; butthatas in all other cafes 
of coinpact among parties having 
no common judge, each pariy has 
an equal right to judge for itfelf, 
as well of infra&ions as of the 
mode and meafure of redrefs, 

Il. Resonven, that the con- 
ftitution of the United States hav- 
ing delepated to congrefs a power 
to punijh treafon, counterfening 
the fecurities and current coin of 
the United States, piracies and fe- 
lonies committed ou the high feas, 
and offences againft the laws of 
nations, and no other crimes what 
ever, and it being true as a gene- 
ral principle, and one of the a- 
mendments to the conilitucien hav-~ 
ing allo declared, ‘* that the pow- 
ers not delegated to the United 
States by the conititution, nor 
prohibited by it to the ftates, are 
referved to the flates refpectively, 
or to the people,” therefore allie 
the fame act of congrefs, paiied 
om the 14th day of July, 1798, 
and entitled, ** Anaét in addition 
to the ad entitled an ac for the 
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punifhment of certain crimes 2- 
tee the United States ;’’ as alfo 
the a€t paffed by themon ‘the 27th 
day of June, 17938, entitled, ** An 
a to punith frauds committed on 

the benk of the United : States,’’ 
(and all wanes their aéts which af- 
fame to create, define, or puntfh 
crimes other os thofe enume-at- 
ed in the conftitution) are altoge- 
ther void and of no force, and that 
the power to create, define, and 
sil fuch other crimes is re- 
ferved, and of right appertains 
folely and exclufively to the re- 
{peétive flates, each within its own 
territory. 

Iif. Resotven, that it ts true 
as a general principle, and is alfo 
exprefsly declared by one of the 
amendments to the conftitution, 
that ** the powers not delegated 
to the United States by the con- 
ftitution, nor prohibited by it to 
the ftates, are referved to the 
ftates refpectively, or to the peo- 
ple ;’* and that no power over the 
freedom of religion, freedom of 
{peech, or freedom of the prefs, 
being delegated to the United 
States by the conflitution, nor 
prohibited by it to the flates, all 
lawful powers refpecting the fame 
did of right remain, aod were re- 
ferved to the ftates, or to the peo- 
ple; that thus was manifelted 
their determination to retain to 
themfelves the right of judging 
how far the Sens ntroufnefs of 
fpeech and of the preis may be 
abridged without leffening their 
ufeful freedom, and how far thofe 
abufes which cannot be feparated 
from their uf » fhould be tolerated 


rather than the ule deftroved : 
and thus alfo they ugTred ay nft 
all abridgment = y’ the Uaeel 
States, of the freecom of religious 
principles and . fes. and re 

tained to theméelvey the right of 
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proteGting the fame, as this, flz- 
ted by a law pafled on the general 
demand of its citizens, had alrea- 
dy proteéted them from all human 
reftraint or interference: And that 
in addition to this general princi- 
ple and exprefs declaration, ano- 
ther and more fpecial provifion 
has been made by onc of the a- 
mendments to the conftitution, 
which exprefsly declares, that 
‘“* congrefs fhall make no laws rt 
{fpecting an eftablifhment of reli- 
gion, or prohibiting the free ex- 
ercife thereof, or abridging the 
freedom of fpeech, or of the 
prefs,” thereby guarding in the 
fame fentence, and under the fame 
words, the freedom of religion, 
of fpeech, and of the prefs, info- 
much, that whatever violates ei- 
ther, throws down the fanétuary 
which covers the others, and that 
libels. falfhood, and defamation, 
equally with herefy and falfe reli- 
gion, are withheld from the cog- 
nizance of federal tribunals. ‘That 
therefore the act of the congrefs 
of the United States pafled on 
the 14th of July, 1798, entitled, 
« An a& in addition to the a& 
entitled anu act for the punthhment 
of certain crimes wae the Unit- 
ed States,’? which does abridge 
the freedom of the prefs, is not 
law, bur is altogether void and of 
no force. 

IV. Resorven, that alien 
friends are under the jorifdidion 
and protection of the laws of the 
ftate wherein they are; that no 
power over them has been delegat- 
ed to the United S:ates, nor pro- 
hibited to ‘he individual ftates dif- 
tinct from their power over citi- 
zens; and it being true as a gen- 
eral principle, and one of the a- 
mendments to theconititution bav- 
inj alfo declared, that ** the pow- 
ers not delegated to the United 
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States by the conftitution nor pro- 
hibited by it to the flates, are re- 
ferved to the ftates refpectively or 
tothe people, ‘* the act of the con- 
egrets of the United States, paffed 
the 22d day of June, 1798, entitled 


“*An aé concerning aliens,” 
which aflumes power over alien 
friends not delegated by the contti- 


tution, is not law, but is al togeth- 
er void and of no force. 

V. Resotven, that in addi- 
tion to the general principle as 
well as the exprefs deciaration, 
that powers not delegated are re- 
ferved, another and more fpecial 
previlion inferred in the conftitu- 
tion, from abundant caution has 
declared, ‘* that the migration or 
importation of fuch perfonsas any 
of the ftates mow exifting fhall 
think proper to admit, fhall not 
be prohibited by the congrets pri- 
or to the year 1808.°” ‘ihat this 
commonwealth does admit the mi- 
gration of alien friends defcribed 
asthe fubject of the faid act con- 
cerning aliens; that a provifion 
ag: Lint prohibiting their migra- 
tion, is a provifion againft all acts 
equivalent thereto, or it would be 
nugatory ; that to remove them 
when migrated is equivalent toa 
prohibition of their migration, 
and is therefore contrary to the 
faid provifion of the contticution, 
and void. 

VI. Resorven, that the im- 
prifonment of a perfon under the 
protection ef the laws of this 
commonwealth on his failure to 
obey the fimple order of the pref. 
dent, to depart out of the United 
States, as is undertaken by the 
faid aét, entitled ** An a& con- 
cerning aliens,” is contrary to the 
conftitution, one amendment in 
which has provided, that ‘* no 
perfon fhall be deprived of liberty 
without due procefs of law,’® and 


that another having provided, 
** that in all criminal profecutions, 
the accufed fhall enjoy the right 
toa public trial by an impartial ju- 
ry, to be informed asto the nature 
and caufe of the accufation, to be 
confronted with the witnefles a- 
gainft him, to have compulfory 
procefs for obtaining witnefles in 
his favour, and to have afliftance 
of counfel for his ,defence, ** the 
fame act undertaking to authorife 
the prelident to remove a perfon 
our of the United States who is 
under the protection of the law, 
on his own {fufpicion, without 
jary, without public trial, with- 
out confrontation of the witnefles 
againft him, without having wit- 
nefles in his favour, without de- 
fence, without counfel, is contra. 
ry to thefe provifions alfo of the 
conftitution, is therefore not law 
but utterly void and of no force. 

Tuat transferring the power 
of judging any perfon who is une 
der the protection of the laws, 
from the courts to the prefident of 
the United States as is undertaken 
by the fame act concerning aliens, 
is ayainft the article of the confti- 
tuticn which provides, that, ** the 
judicial power of the United 
States (hall be vefted in courts, 
he _ judges of which fhall hold 
heir office during good behavi- 
a and that the faid ad is void 
for that reafon alfo; and it is fur- 
ther to be noted that this transfer 
of judiciary power is to that ma- 
giftrate of the general government 
who already poffeffes all the exe- 
cutive, and a gurhfied negative in 
all the legiflat've powers, 

VII. Resorven. that the con- 
firv€ion applied by the general 
government (as is evident by fun- 
dry of their proceedings) to thofe 
parts of the conftitution of the 
United States, which delegate to 
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congrefs power to lay and colle& 
taxes, duties, impofts, excifes ; 
to pay the debts, and provide for 
the common defence, and general 
welfare of the United States, and 
to make all laws which fhali be 
neceflary and proper for carrying 
into execution the powers velted 
by the conftitution in the govern. 
ment of the United States, or 
any department thereof, goes to 
the deftruction of all the limits 
prefcribed to their power by the 
conftitution—That words meant 
by that inftrument to be fubfiduary 
only to the execution of the lim- 
ited powers, ought not to be fo 
confirued as tlemfelves to give 
unlimited powers, lor a part fo to 
be taken, as to deftroy the whole 
refidue of the inftrument: That 
the proceedings of the general 
government under colour of thofe 
articles, will be a fit and neceflary 
fubje&t for revifal and correction 
at a time of greater tranquility, 
while thofe fpecified in the pre- 
ceding refolutions call for immedi- 
atc redrefs, 

Vill. Regsorvep, that the 
preceding refolutions be tran{mit- 
ted to the fenators and reprefenta- 
tives in congrefs from this com- 
monwealth, who are enjoined to 
pre‘ent the fame to their refpective 
houfes, and to ufe their beft en- 
deavours to procure at the next 
feffion of congrefs, a repeal of 
the aforefaid unconititutional and 
obnoxious acts. 

IX. Resotvep laftly, that 
the governor of this common- 
wealth be, and is hereby authori- 
zed and requefted to communicate 
the preceding refolutious to the 
legiflatures ef the feveral ftates, 
to aflure them that this common- 
wealth confiders union for {pecial 
National purpofes, and particularly 
for thofe fpecified in their late 


federal compact, to be fricndly to 
the peace, happinefs, and prof: 
perity of allthe flatesmthat faiih- 
ful to that compact according to 
the plain intent and meaning in 
which it was underftood and acccd- 
ed to by the feveral parties, it is 
fincerely anxious fot its preferva- 
tion; that it dees alfo believe, that 
to take from the ftates all the pow- 
ers of felf government, and tran{- 
fer them toa general and confolida- 
ted povernment, without regard to 
the {pecial delegations and refer- 
vations folemnly agreed to in that 
compact, isnot for the peace, hap- 
pinefs, or profperity of  thele 
ftates: And that therefore this 
commonwealth is determined, as 
it doubts not its co-flates are, to 
{ubmit to undelegated and cor fe- 
quently unlimited powers in no 
man, er body of men on earth ; 
that if the a&s before fpecified 
fhould ftand, thefe conclufions 
would fiow from them; that the 
general government may place 
any act they think proper on the 
lift of crimes and punifh it them- 
felves, whether enumerated or not 
enumerated, by the cenflitution as 
cognizable by them; that they 
may transfer its cognizance in the 

refident or any other perfon, who 
may himfelf be the accufer, coun- 
fel, judge, and jury, whofe {ufpi- 
cions may be the evidence, his or- 
der the fentence, his officer the 
executioner, and his brcaft the fole 
record of the tranfaction ; that a 
very numerous and valuable def- 
cription of the inhabitants of thefe 
ftates, being by this precedent re- 
duced as outlaws to the abfclute 
dominion of one man, aid the bar- 
riers of the confiitution thus {wept 
away from us all; no rampart now 
remains againft the pafli-ms and 
the power of a majority of con- 
grefs, to proteét. from a like ex- 
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portation or other grievous punith- 
ment, the minority of the fame bo- 
dy, the legiflatures, judges, gov- 
ernors, aud counfellors of the 
ftates, nor their other peaceable 
inhabitants who may venture to 
reclaim the conftitutional rights 
ald liberties of the ftates, and 
people, or who, for other canfes, 
good or bad, may be obnoxious 
tc the view or marked by the fuf. 
picions of the prefident, or to be 
thought dangerous to his or their 
elections or other iatereits, public 
or perfonal; that the friendlefs 
alien has indeed been feleéted as 
the fafeft fubject of a firft experi- 
ment ; bue the citizen will foon 
follow, or rather has already fol- 
lowed ; for, already has a fedition 
act marked him as a prey: that 
thefe and fucceflive acts of the 
fame character, unlefs arrefted on 
the threfhold, may tend to drive 
thefe ftates into revolution and 
blood, and will furnila new ca- 
lumaies againtt republican govern- 
ments, and new pretexts for thofe 
who wifh it to be oelieved, that 
man cannot be governed but by a 
rod of iron; that it would be a 
dangerous delafion were a confi- 
dence in the men of our choice to 
filence our fears for the fafety of 
our rights; that confidence is e- 
very where the parent of defpo- 
tifin; free goverument is founded 
in jealoufy and not in confidence ; 
it is jealoufy and not confidence 
which preferibes limited conftitu- 
tions to bind down thofe whom 
we are obliged to truft with power ; 
that oar conftitution has accord- 
ingly fixed the limits to which 
and no farther our confidence may 
go; and let the honeft advocate 
of confidence read the alien and 
fedition acts, and fay if the con- 
ftitution has not been wife in fix. 
ing limits to the government it 


created, and whether we fhould be 
wile in deftroying thofe limits ? 
let him fay what the government 
is, if it be nota tyranny, which 
the men of our choice have con- 
ferred on the prefident, and the 
prefident of our choice has affent- 
ed to and accepted over the friend- 
ly ftrangers, to whom the mild 
{pirit of our country and its laws 
had pledged hofpitality and pro- 
tection ; that the men of our choice 
have more refpected the bare fuf- 
picions of the prefident than the 
folid rights of innocence, the 
claims of jaftification, the facred 
force of truth, and the forms and 
fubftance of law and juftice. In 
gueftions of power then let no 
more be faid of confidence in man, 
but bind him down from mifchief 
by the chains of the conftitution: 
That this commonwealth does 
therefore call on its co-ftates for 
an expreflion of their fentiments 
on the aéts concerning aliens, and 
for the punifhment of certain 
crimes herein before | fpecified, 
plainly declaring whether thefe 
acts are or are not authorifed by 
the federal compact? And it 
doubts not that their fenfe will be 
fo announced as to prove their ate 
tachment to limited government, 
whether general or particular, and 
that the rights and liberties of 
their co-flates will be expofed to 
no dangers by remaining embark- 
ed on a common bottom with their 
own: But they will concur with 
this commonwealth in confidering 
the faid adts as fo palpably againft 
the conftitution as to amount to 
au undifguifed declaration, that 
ihe compact is vet meant to be the 
meafure of the powers of the gen- 
eral government, but that it will 
proceed in the exercife over thefe 
ftates of all powers whatfoever. 
That they will view this as feizing 
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the rights of the fates and confo- 
Jidating them in the bands of the 
general government with a power 
affuming to bind the ftates (not 
merely 1 cafes made federal) but 
jn all cafes whatfoever, by laws 
made, not with their confent, but 
by others againft their confent; 
that this would be to furrender the 
form of government we have cho- 


fen, and live under one deriving 
iS poWers from its own will, and 
not from our authority ; and that 
the co-ftates recurring to their na- 
tional rights in cafes not made fe- 
deral, will concur in declaring 
thefe void and of no force, and 
will each unite with this common- 
wealth in requettivg their repeal 
at the next feflion of congrels. 





A letter from George Nicholas, ¢ se tucky, to his friend in Virginia 


justifying the conduct o of the crt 


late measures of the gener ae 
~ »; 7 > ; 
statements which have been made in the aiff 


and actions of the people of Kent 


MY DEAR SIR, 

7.7 © 2? 2 jcune ewe 
me that part of your letter to him, 
which refpects our politics, and 
myfelf, I have prevailed on him 
ro lend me the letter, that I might 
have it in my power to anfwer 
it. Iam induced to do this, as 
well from a defire to remove the 
unjuft impreffions and reprefenta- 
tions which have been received 
by, and made to, our fellow citi- 
zens, of our views and defigns 3 as 
from a with, that by making our 
real funtiments public, an opportu- 
nity may be afforded, of detecting 
the errors on which they are 
founded, if they really are errone- 
ous, 

Berore I enter on the fubje€, 
let me requeft your calm and de- 
liberate confideration of what I 
fhall advance. Opinions and rea- 
foning which are in oppofition to 
what we think right ourfelves, are 
often condemned and rejeéted too 
haftily ; but this is not the way to 
remove error ; full and difpaflion- 
ate inveftigation is the only means 
ef arriving at truth, and the real 


> 
zens of Kentucky, as to some of the 
rnment 5 «¢ ane d co rrecting ceri ann false 
Ferent states, of t he views 


” | 
aen 


patriot can have no other object in 
his political enquiries. 

Tre warmth of my own paf- 
fions, the improper influence 
which I am confcious, that they 
too often have over my judgment, 
and the peculiar tendency wkich | 
feel, that they poflefs to lead the 
mind aflray, in its attempts to 
form a juft opinion as to our pre- 
fent political queftions; all con- 
{pire to make me urge this requeft 
on my friend, whofe good opinion 
I with to preferve, whofe unintens 
tional errors ] with to fee correé- 
ed, and whofe well known patri- 
otifm I wih to roufe, before that pe- 
riod fhall arrive, when a conviction 
of the moft important truths will 
come tco late; and when the re- 
membrance that it was not felt ear- 
lier, will be attended with the 
moft heart-felt forrow and con- 
cern. If after having devoted the 
prime of your life to the eftablifh- 
ment of the liberty of your coun- 
ry; if after having fhed your 
blood in its defence ; if after fee- 
ing you furrounded with children 
and grand children, for whofe 
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fakes you have voluntarily fubmit 

ted (0 all the ills neceffarily attend- 
ant on revolutions and wars ; what 
would be your feelings in the de- 
cline of life, if you thould fee that 
liberty deftroyed? I know you 
fo wellas to be fatisfied, that no- 
thing could add to the bitrernefs 
of fuch a fituation, but the recol- 
lection, that you had by an im- 
proper and unlimited confidence, 
even undefiynedly contributed to 
it. Paufe then, my friend, and 
hink deliberately and difpaflion- 
ately, and do not let any impro- 
per conduc in a foreign nation, 
to which your attention is artfully 
turned on one fide, blind you to 
the immineut danger which hangs 
over the liberties of your country, 
on the other, At the time you 
are calling out arm, arm, againft 
the foreign foe, who you fay 
threatens the independence of our 
country, do not fhut your eyes te 
domeftic violations of our confti- 
tution and our liberties. What 
will it availus, if we can preferve 
our independence asa nation, nay, 
if we can even raife our country 
to the higheft pitch of national 
glory, provided we at the fame 
time lofe our own liberties? If 
France is at this time fubjected at 
home, to the military defpotifm 
which is faid to reign there—will 
the conqueft atchieved by her 
arms, and the glory which fur- 
rounds her, compenfate the people 
of that country inthe fmalleft de- 
gree for their loft liberties ? Can 
the power and confequence of ty- 
rauts, ever alleviate the miferies 
of their flaves? If they cannot, 
we ought to confider it as a truth 
of the moft important nature 
that independence abroad is of 
no real value, unlefs itis accom. 
panied with liberty at home. 


Tue preamble to our conftitu- 
tion declares, that the fecuring 
this libertv, was the great and pri- 
mary conlideratin, which induced 
the peopie of America to form that 
con{titution ? ** We the people of 
the United States, in orderto form 
2 more perfe&t union, eftablifh 
jattice, infure domeftic tranquil- 
ity, provide for the common 
defence, promote the general wel- 
fare, and secure the blessings of 
liberty to ourselves and our posteri- 
ty, do erdain and eftablith this 
conftitution for the United States 
of America,” 

My feelings have forced from 
me thefe obfervations : I will now 
anfwer your !etter, 

You fay, ** we entertain none 
of your fears; our liberties we 
think are not in danger.” It is 
not at all furprifing when we form 
fuch different opinions of our poli- 
tical fituation, that our conduct 
alfo fhould be fo materially differ- 
ent; but asthe conduét of either, 
canbe right only as far, as the 
opinion by which itis a@tuated thall 
prove to be jaft, we ought careful- 
ly to afcertain which of thofe o- 
pinions is founded on propriety. 
No country can be free, unlefs it 
has a couftitution limiting in a 
fufficient degree, the powers of 
thofe who are appointed to admin- 
iiter the government; aud alfo 
guarding thofe powers from abufe, 
as ‘ar as {uch a guard can be eftab- 
lithed) The moft effectual guard 
which has yet been difcovered a- 
eaintt the abufe of power, is the 
divition of it, Itis our happinefs 
tohave a conftitution which con- 
tains within it a fufficient lim- 
itation to the power granted by 
it, and alfo a proper divifion of 
that power, But no conftitution 
attords any real fecurity toliberty, 
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unlefs it is confidered as facred and 
preferved inviolate; becaufe that 
fecurity can only arife from an 
aQ@ual, and not from a nominal li- 
mitation and divifion of power,— 
Every violation of fuch a conftitu- 
tion muft be made in one of two 
ways; e'ther by anaflumption, by 
the goverment at large, of great- 
er powers than is given to it, by 
the conftitution ; or by one branch 
of (he government, afluming to it- 
felf, or having transferred to it by 
the other branches, powers which 
the conftitution declares fhall be 
exercifed only by the other branch- 
es, or by the whole government. 
This transfer even of conftitu- 
tional powers, from the whole to 
apart, or fromthe partto which 
they are given oy the conttitu- 
tion, to a part to wh'ch they are 
not given; is as dangerous to 
hiberty, as an affumption by the 
whole of the government, of more 
power than is given toit by the 
conititution, becaufe the divifion 
of the power whicli is piven, is as 
eflential as its dimitation to the 
prefervation of liberty. Before 
therefore, we can admit the truth 
of your opinion, that ¢* our lber- 
ties are not in danger.”? we muft 
be fatisfied, that our government 
has neither affumed to itfelf, other 
or greater powers than are affigned 
toit by the conftitution, nor viola- 
ted that divifion of power, mark 
ed out by the conftitution; by 
permitting any one branch of the 
government, to exercife powers 
efpecially confided by the conftitu- 
tion, either to the whole or to 
other parts of the government. 

I wit examine a number of 
the acts of our government by 
thefe teils. The conftitution de- 
clares that **congrefs fhall have 
power to raife and {upport armies,”” 
an act pafled by congrefs gives 
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the prefident power **in the event 
of a declaration of war againft the 
United States, or of actual inva- 
fion of their territory by a foreign 
power, or of imminent danger of 
fuch invafion, discovered in his 
opinion to exist, before the next 
feflion of congrefs, to caufe to be 
enlifted and to call into actual fer- 
Vice, a number of troops not ex- 
ceeding 10,000; to be enlifted for 
aterm not exceeding three years.’’ 
The fame bill alfo enacts, ‘* thar 
in addition to the aforelaid num- 
ber of troops; the prelideit is 
hereby empowered, at. any time 
within three years after the pass- 
ing of this act, if in bis opinion the 
public interest shall require it, to 
accept of any company or compa 
nies of volunteers either of artil- 
lery, cavalry or infantry, who may 
affciate and offer themfeives for 
the f-rvice, who fhall be armed, 
civathed and equipped at their own 
expence, and whofe comsmirsioned 
oficers the president is hereby au- 
thorized to appoint ; who fhall be 
liatle to be called to do military 
dury at any time the prefident fhall 
adjudge proper, within two years 
after he fall accept the fame,”? By 
this aét the power vefted by the 
conftitution in cougrefs, ** to raife 
armies” has been by them trans- 
ferred to the prefident ; and he is 
made the fole judge of the necef- 
fity of raifing this army, and of 
the number that it (hall confift of, 
fo that the regulars do not exceed 
10,000 ; but without any reftric- 
tion asto the number of volunteers; 
and as the prefident is at liberty to 
accept of the volunteers, al any 
time within three years after the 
paffing of the a&t, and as they are 
liable to be called on to do milita- 
ry duty, at any time the prefident 
fliall adjudge proper, within two 
years after he fhall accept of their 
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fervices, it may be truly faid, that 
he has an abfolute power for five 
years, to raife an army to any 
amount he pleafes, to be com- 
manded by officers of his own ap- 
pointment, and to do fuch fervices 
as he fhall be pleafed to direct. 
And if thefe corps of volunteers 
are to be confidered as fele& corps 
of militia. in which light they ap- 
pear to have been confidered by 
the amendatory act pafled on this 
fubject, waich declares that after 
their fervices are accepted by the 
prelident, that they fhall be ex- 
empted from militia duty in other 
corps; the power given to the 
prefident by the bill to appoint 
their commiffiened officers, vio- 
lates that part of the conftitution 
which * referves to the ftates re- 
fpeGtively the appointment of the 
militia officers.”? The conftitution 
alfo gives power to congrefs ** to 
provide and maintain a mavy ;” 
but they have authorifed the pre- 
fident to accept by way of loan, 
of any number of fhips that may 
be offered to him. The conftitu- 
ticn has alfo given power to con- 
grefs **to borrow money on the 
credit of the United States; but 
they have given the prefident pow 
er to borrow 5,000,000 of dollars 
without any limitation as to the 
amount of the intereft to be paid 
on the loan. Thus, congreis have 
by thefe different aéts, to the de- 
gree that | have ftated, transferred 
the power over the purfe and the 
{word velted in them by the con- 
ftitution, to the prefident ; and if 
a power over the purfe and the 
{word, has always been properly 
confidered as includivg within it 
all other powers; and if this pow- 
er to the extent to which it hath 
been now given to the prefident, 
hath already, as you fuppofe, pro- 
duced forty fhips of war, and 
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90,000 volunteers; and will alfo 
fhortly procure more than 10,000 
regulars, all officered by chofen 
{pirits, felected by the prefident 
himfelf, and dependent on him for 
their continuance in office; 1 be- 
feech you, to inform me on what it 
is that you found your opinion, that 
** our liberties are not in danger.” 
fo far from my being able to con- 
cur with you in this way of think- 
ing, after the mot ferious reflec- 
tions on the fubje@, I am clear- 
ly of opinion, that if the real dif- 
ference between our government, 
as fixed by our corftitution, and 
an abfolute government, could be 
afcertained, it would be found, 
that thofe who have adminiftered 
our government, have already by 
their different violations of the 
conititution, and of the republican 
principles on which it is founded, 
done away and deftroyed, much 
the greater and mot powerful 
part ef the guards to liberty, 
which are contained in that con- 
ftitution; and which originally 
conftituted the effential difference 
between our government and a def- 
potic government. And that if 
they have, in fo fhort atime, with 
the means which they then hed in 
their power, and when they were 
oppofed by all the conftitutionsl 
barriers been able to effet fo much 
that it will not now require any 
great effort en their part, to re- 
move the remaining difference be- 
tween the two governments, when 
their means of attack are increal- 
ed in a twenty-fold degree, and 
when the principal contitutional 
barriers are already laid proflrate 
at their feet: unlefs the people of 
America, will rally around their 
conftitution for its protection 
You fay alfo, * the alien law 
you wifh perpetuated.’”?’ My know- 
ledge of you convinces me, that 
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you will recal that wifh, if [can 
fatisfy you, that this law v olates 
the conftitution, by exercifing a 
power not delegated to congrefs by 
the conftitution, aad by infringing 
an authority which prior to the 
conttitution was velted in the ftate 
governments, and which the contti- 
tution ftil! referved to them; that 
it violates the right fecured to ali- 
en friends, by the conftitution of 
the federal as well as of the ftate 
governments 5 that it 1s impolitic ; 
and that it is unjuft and unneceffa- 
ry. You know that this a@ con- 
cerns alien friends only, there be- 
ing another fpecial aé& of congrefs, 
directing what fhall be done with 
alien enemies ; this will vender it 
unneceflary in the difcuffion of this 
queftion to take any notice of the 
doétrine concerning alien enemies. 
To underftand the conftitutional 
powers of congrefs on this fubje&, 
we fhould recolle& the ftate in 
whick this bufinefs was, prior to 
the adoption of the conftitution, 
and then afcertainthe change which 
was mace in it by that conftitution. 
Prior to the adoption of the con- 
ftitution, the people inhabiting the 
different ftates might have been 
divided into two claffes; natural 
born citizens, or thofe born withia 
the ftate, and aliens or fuch as were 
born out of it. The firft by their 
birth-right became entitled to all 
the privileges of citizens; the fe- 
cond were entitled to none, but 
fuch as were held out and given 
oy the laws of the refpe€tive tates, 
prior to their emigrating to them. 
I fay, by the laws that were in 
force prior to their emigrating to 
the ftate; becaufe although each 
ftate, as a fovereign and indepen- 
dent ftate, had an unquettionable 
right to declare, on what terms 
firangers fhould he permitted to 
come into the ftate, and what pri- 
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vileges they flhould be entitled to 
after they had emigrated to the 
ftate ; thefe terms after a flranger 
had in confequence of their being 
offered to him, actually removed to 
the ftate, conftituted a compact 
between him and the ftate, which 
could no more be changed by one 
party to it without the confent of 

the other, than any other com- 
pact can be fo altered. But ftill 
the ftate had a right to chanze 
thofe terms whenever it adjudged 
it proper tc do fo, as to all future 
emigrants. The laws then of each 
ftate muft be reforted to, to afcer- 
tain what were the privileges 
granted to emigrants, and upon 
what terms and at what time they 
were entitled to thofe privileges. 
In this ftate and in Virginia the 
privileges of alien friends de- 
pended on the conftitution of 
each ftate, the a&ts of its legifla- 
ture, and the commen law; by 
thefe they were confidered, accord- 
iny to the time of their refidence, 
and their having complied with 
certain requifites pointed out by 
thefe laws, either as denizans or 
naturalized citizens. As deni- 
zens, ‘* they Were placed ina kind 
of middle ftate between aliens and 
natural born citizens ;’” by natu- 
ralization, they were put exafly 
in the fame condition that they 
would have been, if they had been 
born within the ftate, except as far 
as was {pecially excepted by the 
laws of each ftlate, ‘The degree 
of privilege to which each clafs of 
aliens was entitled was different, 
bur the claim of each to the privi- 
leges annexed by the Jaw to his 
clafs, was equally well eftablithed; 
and the one could no more, with 
juftice or by law, be deprived of 
his inferior privileges, than the 
other could of his more extenfive 
ones, And as far as thefs privi- 
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lepes did ex stend, they both shad 

> fame legal claim to them, ‘that 
the : naar ane citizen had to his 
privilege, Like the natural born 
cil zen, they both owed allegiance 
to the ftate, were equally liable to 
be punill re , x offences againit it, 
and were ally en titled to the 
protection ot the law s, to fecurity 
iinft oppreiiion, and to every le- 


val means, of {felf-juftification, 
when attacked by the procefs of 
law, The diltingétion between 


thefe two clafles of aliens was not 
only known to, and eftablifhed by 
law, but each clafs bad a partice- 
jar name affixed ton by law=ethe 
Jaw denominating one of them de- 
nizeus, the other naturalized citi- 
zens; and the common Jaw had 
affixed fuch diftinft and appropri- 
ate ideas to the terms denizatioa 
and naturalization, that they can- 
not be confounded together, or 
miftaken for each other, in any 
legal tranfaction whatever. They 
were iy abfolucely diftinét in their 
natures, thatin England the rights 
they canes cannot both be giv- 
en by the fame power; the king 
can make denizens, but nothing 
but an act of parliament can make 
a naturalized fubjeé& ; and altho’ 
the powers which belong to both 
king and parliament, under the 
Englith goveroment, were velted 
in the {tate governments at the re- 
volution, ftill they have ajways 
been confidered as diflinct powers, 
and as fuch exercifed by granting 
the different degrees of privileges, 
upoa the diffe ‘rent terms {pecified 
by law, as quelifications neceflary 
to entitle each clafs of alien friends 
to the privileges annexed to that 
clafs: and the legal diftinction be- 
tween them and the appropriate 
meaning given tothe name, by 
which each clafs was diftinguithed, 
continued to be recoynized by the 
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laws of the ftates in the fame man- 
ner that it was in England; 
may be fully proved by the act of 
the Virgin: les giflature ** to natu. 
ralize the mar juis Fayette.” This 
was tue legal ftate of this fubject 
in Virpinta when the federal con- 
{titution was adopted; it declares, 
that ‘* congrefs fhould have power 
to eftablith | an uniform rule of na- 
turalizatia on throughout the United 
States ;”” but it alfo declares, that 
‘the powers not delegated by the 
conftitution to the United States, 
nor prohibited, by it to the ftates, 
are referved to ‘the ftates re{pec- 
tively, or to the people.” The 
power of naturalization, and not 
that of denization being then de/e- 


gated to congrefs, and the power 


ef denization, not being prohibited 
to the ftates by the conftitution, 
that power ought not to be confi- 
dered as being given to cougrefs 
by the conftitution, but, on the 
contrary, as being reserved to the 
ftates. As the words do not give 
this power, neither does it come 
withinthe reafonon which the other 
power was given. The conftitu- 
tion declares, that **the citizens 
of each ftate thall be entitled to all 
le vb anaes =" and immunities of 

ns in the feveral ftates ;”? if 
herefore, the power of naturali- 
zation ha ad been left in the re- 
fpective ftates, this confequence 
would have followed: they might 
have eftablithed different rules ; 
and aman who could not have been 
naturalized by the law of Virginia, 
might have been naturalized by the 
law of Maryland; and then, asa 
citizen of Maryland, he wonld have 
been entitled to all the privileges 
and immunities of a citizen of 
Virginia. It was, therefore, ab- 
folutely neceflary to prevent this 
inconvenience, and the evils which 
would neceflarily grow out of it, 
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to veft congrefs with the exclufive 
power of naturalization ; as by this 
means no man could be admitted as 
a naturalized citizen of one ftate, 
by any qualification different from 
that which would be required in 
any other fate. But this reafon 
did not apply to the right of deni- 
sation, becaufe this did not make 
a citizen of an alien, but only 
placed him in a middle flate, be- 
tween the two; and becaufe it on- 
ly gave him local privileges, which 
he was fo far from being entitled 
to carry with him into another 
ftate, that he atually loft them by 
his removal from the ftate giving 
them. And although the indivi- 
dual ftates might, for the reafons 
afligned, have been willing to give 
up to congrefs the power of natu- 
ralization, it would have been ve- 
ry dangerous and impolitic to put 
it in the power of a majority of 
the ftates in the union, to prohibit 
emigration to the other ftates.— 
The ninth fetion of the firft ar- 
ticle, and the fifth article of the 
conftitution, prove beyond contra- 
diction, that the conftitution fo far 
from intending to give to congrefs 
any other powers on this fubject, 
but that which it does exprefsly 
give to that body, ** to eftablifh an 
uniform: rule of naturalization,” 
has exprefsly forbid fuch a power 
being given them, even by an a- 
mendment to the conftitution, pri- 
er tothe year 1808: and thercfore 
muft prove alfo that this act is un- 
conftitutional, But admitting, for 
argument fake, that congrefs had 
a right to legiflate on this fubject, 
I conceive that the a&t which they 
have pafied refpecting it, is uncon- 
flitutional, from the nature of the 
provifion contained in the a@, If 
they had a right given them by the 
conftitstion to legiflate on this 
fubject, it could be no greater right 
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than was before vefted in the fate 
governments: and the ftate laws 
which had been paffed retpecting it 
prior to the adoption of that contti- 
tution, wereunqueftionably in force 
unul congrefs did Jepiflate con- 
cerning it; and all the terms held 
out by thole laws, were binding on 
the United States, asto all who 
had emigrated here prior to the 
firft act of legiflation by cougrcfs, 
refpecting it. -1f thofe ftate jaws 
are examined, it will be found, 
that every fecurity which is given 
to a natural born citizen, for the 
enjoyment of his privileges, is alfo 
given to all alien friends for the 
enjoyment of their’s; and that 
thofe laws were fo far from intend- 
ing to deprive perfons in their fiiu- 
ation, of any privilege which would 
prevent them from having as full 
and as fair trials as natural born 
citizens were entitled to, that they 
have in certain cafes, allowed them 
to claim privileges in our courts 
(fuch as that their jury fhould 
confift of half foreigners) which: 
were allowed to no other perfons ; 
and the federal conftiiution alfo 
declares that in a// criminal pro- 
fecutions, the accufed fhall enjoy 
the right toa fpeedy and public 
trial by jury ; and that the trial of 
all crimes fhali be by jury. We 
find im thefe claufes no terms of 
reftriction which can confine their 
operation, or the privileges they 
were intended to grant, te any par- 
ticular perfons ; on the contrary, 
the expreflions ufed in the confti- 
tution, are as general as they could 
have been, fuch as, me perfon, in 
all criminal profecutions, aif 
crimes, &c, 

Suppose an alien who had refi- 
ded here many years under the pro- 
tection of the ftate, the laws, and 
in the enjoyment of the privileges 
given him by thofe laws, without 
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having been naturalized under the 
law of the United States, was to 
be profecuted for treafon; would 
he be tried by a jury? Certainly 
he would. If fo, it would be be- 
caufe the law directs that this fhall 
be the cafe; for there can be but 
one legal mode of trial, no difcre- 
tionary power having been vefted 
in any eourt to preferibe or alter 
the mode which fhall be parfued, 
if thisis the legal mode of trial, 
it is the privilege of the alien to 
have it followed, and in a profe- 
cution for treafon, he could not be 
legally deprived of it. Andifthis 
would be his privilege ina wet '. 
ciation for treafon, alt cough he had 
wever been natucehade 
fticution 


in ait: cafes, ‘9 he t cufa- 
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in®profecutions, the acczsed (hall 
enjoy the right to a fpecdy and 
pablic trial by an impartial fury, 
of the ftate and diftri@, whereia 
the crime fhall have been commit- 
ted ; which diltrict thal! have been 
previoufly afcertained by law; and 
to be informed of the nature and 
caufe of the accufation; t0 be con- 
fronted with the witnefles againtt 
him; t9 have compulsory process 
for obtaining witneiles in his fa- 
your; and to have the assistance 
of counsel for his defence.” 
Consiperincthis punifhment 
of banifhment, asa novelty in our 
law, it is for that reafon alfo un- 
conftitutional ; becaufe the confti- 
tution declares that ** cruel and 
unusucl punifhments fhall not be 
infli@ed.”” And although this law 
directs this punifhment to be in- 
flited on alien friends only, if the 
principle is once admitted to bea 
conftitutional one, it will foon be 
extended to natives alfo: and then 
ihe beft of our patriots, would, 


under new-fangled charges of fe- 
dition, be fentto Botany Bay, to 
lament the general cownfal of li- 
berty, with the Britifh patriots, 
who have been already exiled 
there, under fentences given on 
fimilar charyes. 

Tis act is alfounconftitution- 
al, becaufe the con ftitution declares, 
that ** the judicial power of the 
United States, fhall be vefted im 
courts, to be eftablified by con- 
giefs, the judges of which hall 
hold their offices during good be- 
haviour,’? whereas this act gives 
the prefident power to judge and 
determine in this cafe; if that de- 
ferves to be called a judgment 
which is given without a trial of a- 
ny kind, and on a fufpicion only, 

Ir then the aliens who came to 
this country in confequence of the 
legal affurances they had received, 
that they thould enjoy certain pri- 
vileges ; that they in common with 
ali others refiding here, fhouid be 
pr otected in the enjoyment of all 
their juft privileges 5 that they 
fhould never forfeit them but in 
coniequence of their own improper 
conduct, and not then, until the 
charge againft them had been eftab- 
lifhed before a proper tribunal, af- 
tera full, fair, and legal invefti- 
gation of that charge; I muft be 
warranted in faying, that this law 
is unconftitutional, becanfe it puts 
it in the power of the prefident to 
banith them, a punifhment hither- 
to urknown to our laws, and now 
confined to them alone, and that u- 
pon fufpicion only, and, without a 
previoustrial of any kind, Thatthis 
act is impolitic, no man can doubt, 
who knows the extent of the pre- 
fent uncultivated traéts of country 
in the Unired States, Until with- 
in a very fhore period, it has been 
univerfally admitted as a truth, 
that there was no line of policy fo 
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deciaration 
it as one of our charges againii the 
tyrant George the third, ** that he 
endeavoured to prevent the popula- 
tion of thefe ftates; for that pur- 
pie obftructing the laws for the 
naturalization of foreigners; refu 


ip to | iis olners to encourage 


their migration hither, and raifing 
the conditions of new appropria- 


tions of land :”’ and yet, how much 
did this mifcondu& of his fall thort 
in its bad confequences, of that 
which puts it in the 
prefident to banith, 
only thofe wlio have emigr. i or 
fhal emigrace to this country,- 
What man who can exilt in any 
other country, wou! 
this, knowing as 
fubje&t to fuch a defpotifm? This 
jaw is f> unjuft, as well as fo ob- 
vioully impolitic, that it furnithes 
the ftrongeit prelumptive evidence 
that the truce reafons f i 
have rot been avowed by the > fa- 
vourers of it. It is impx ible that 

1, 
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| 
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any well grounded fears could ex- 
ift as toafew ftrangers in Ameri- 
ca; efpecially as they were liable 
to be reftrained and punifhed, by 
the fame laws which are contidered 
as fuflicient to coutroul all other 
evilminded perfous, alihough aid- 
ed by wealth, and numerous ac- 
quaintances and connexions, The 
true way to remove all danger 
from emigrants, is, inftead of re. 
ftraining emigration, to make it 
as general as poflible. In religion, 
a general toleration prevents dan- 
ger from any one fect, as all the 
others would unite againft one, 
which fhould attempt to ac im- 
properly. Soit would, happen if 


emigrants from every quarter of 
the globe were admitied to Amer- 
ica, ‘The danger apprehended 


from them, is, that notwithfland- 
ing their removal to this country, 
they would ftill retain a army r 


} 


attacament to their native ia 


than to America: although a 


truth of this pofition might wel 
be ¢ gp from the reafon of the 
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a 
V baste left the one country 


ether, to which — gave a pre- 
ference and t , whofe fuiure 
ry fpects, borh f iT ouitel ves and 
ile ay potlerity, would all Ccper 1 
nthe profperity of that country 


to w! hick they had removed s and 


although the —— conduct «of 


the natives of the Britifh demin- 
ious wh Z| seGided in Amerige, 






prove Our War 
with® | us 
ment admit ? ie in 
its full : ny lane l a 


sno dan ae cor 
rile from it: provided {hele emi- 
grauts would prefer America to 
any other country but their own, 
This would ceriaiily happen, as 
well from that predeliction to A- 
merica which brought them here, 
as from the antipathy which gene- 
rally prevails “ tween the citizens 
of the different countries in Eu- 
rope: for hen. in cafe of a rup- 
ture between America and any one 
nation of Europe, befides herown 
natural born citizens, fhe would be 
aided to the utmoft, by all the emi- 
grants from every part of the 
world, except that particular na- 
tion, ‘This is alfo fully verified 
by the conduct of foreigners in ge- 
neral refiding in + agente in our 
prefent conteft with Frat So 
that infiead of emigrants aad ag 
ing America in time of war, fhe 
would, by their means, gain as 
much additional rength, as their 
total number would exceed the 
whole number from that nation 
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with which fhe was at war: and 
the emigrants even from that coun- 
try, would be reftrained from ** ad- 
hering to their former country- 
mea, or from giving them aid or 
comfort,” by the penalties annex- 
€ rs to treafon, which fuch conduct 
ld fabjea them to. Perhaps 
it might have been hoped and ex- 
et d by the frie ae of this bill, 
t a law of this k: vould make 
al He the perfons coming Within its 
deferiptio 1S, verfetly fabfe rvient 
to the will of the prelident: this 
idea is confirmed by an addrefs 
froma number of aliensin Albany, 
in which they pledge themfelves, 
by every €% stioa thi at can be sade 
h with their perfons and pro- 
pe ony to fupport af/ the meafures 
ofg rovernmeut; in anfwertowhich, 
thay are told by the prefident, that 
as long as they do a&t*up to their 
promife, by fupporting by every 
means in their power all the acts 
of the ®overament, that they fhall 
be treated with hospitalit y. Per- 
haps@ilo, a knowledge of humaa 
nature, might have cenvinced the 
framers @@ithis bill, that the ab- 
folute pdWog which it gives the 
prefident over thofe COMMA within 


s provifiogs, woul@-@Rable him 
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to dictate alfo to-all their con- 
nexions, friends, and acquainian- 
ces, who would not with to fee 
them banifhed from the country, 
and all that they held moft dear. 
But, if the policy of party extend- 
ed its views {till further. and 
from a knowledge of the exiting 
convalfions in Kurope, and the 
caules which haye produced them, 
wifhed to put itin the power of 
the prelident, to difcourage and 
prevent all who are engaged there 
in ftruggles for liberty, from emi- 
grating to America, if they are 
unfuccefsful at home; at the fame 
time that the door was left open, 
to receive all the abettors of ty- 
ranny, if they failed in their pre- 
fent contefts: this act may, in its 
operations go a great Way towards 
contaminating aud deftroying thofe 
republican principles which now 
exift in America, and which are 
the only real fupport of our pre- 
fent qgouftitution. Whatever ef- 
fe&t thefe fuggeftions may have on 
your judgmenr, I flatrer my felf 
thar I muft have proved to your 
fatisfaction, that this act is uncog- 


stitutional, unjust, impelitic and 


UNHECCESSATYs 


(To be continued, J 





BIOGRAPHICAL ANECDOTE, 


THE following curious fa& is 
riven on the aut hority of Buffon: 
A foldier at Pondicherry who was 
accuftomed, wheacver he received 
the portion that came to his fhare, 
to carry a certain quantity of it to 
an elephant, having one day drank 
rather too freely, and finding him- 
felf purfued by the guards, who 
were going to take him to prifon, 
took refuge under the elephant’s 
body, and fell afleep In vain did 
the guard try to force him from 





this alylum : the elephant protect. 
edhim with his trunk. Thenext 
morning, the foldier, recovering 
from his drunken fit, fhuddered 
with horrer to find himfelf ftretch- 
ed under the belly of this huge ani- 
mal. The elephant, which, with- 
out doubt, perceived the embar- 
raffment of the poor fellow, caref- 
fed him with his trunk, in order 
to ditlipate his fears, and make him 
underftand that he might now de- 
part in fafety, 
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EXTRACT. rrom CALLENDER’s SKETCHES 
or THE HISTORY cr AMERICA. 


pe __) 


Tre actual pian of a federal conftitution, as laid before the conven- 
tioa by Mr. Hamilton, was never expofed to the public view. A 
copy of it has been obtained for infertion in thisvolume. It was 
communicated by a gentleman who has long held an importan: fitu- 
ation inthe government of the country. By fingular good fortune, 
his charatter has efcaped the fhafts even of federal calumny ; and bis 
name is at the fervice either of Mr. Hamilton, or of any gentleman 
who thall, at his defire, enquire for it. Iu two or three fentences 
he may have varied a word, from isaccuracy of tranfcription, but 
he is pofitive as to having preferved the ideas, in every article, with 
fri& fidelity. ‘The paper has alfo been read, in prefence of two 
members of congrefs, toa gentleman who fat in the convention ; 
and he declared his belief that it wasa faithful copy of the plan fug- 
gelled by Mr, Hamilton. After this previous explanation, as ‘o the 
authenticity ofthe paper, nothing remains but to give a copy of 
it, annexing to fome of the articles a few obfervations, 
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Propisition of Colonel Hamilton of New-York, in ihe Convention for 


establishing a Constitution of Government for the Uniteg@tates. 
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I. ‘* THE fupreme legiflative the tri 


** power of the United States of 
** America to be vefted in two dif- 
** ferent bodies of men; the one 
**to be called the aflembly; the 
** ether the fenate, who, together, 
“* fhall form the legiflature of the 
** United States, with power to 
*€ pafs all laws whatfoever, fubjeét 
*‘to the negative hereafter men- 
** tioned. 


II. « Tue affembly to confit 
** of perfons ele&ted by the peo- 
* ple, to ferve for three years.” 


[One year is long enongh. The 
fenate are remarkably liftlefs about 


have to do; and this may be jutt- 
ly afcribed to the length of time 
for which they are eleéted. The 
nation cannot hold its legiflators 
by too fhort abridle. j 


III. “ The fenate to confift of 
«« perfons elected to ferve during 
‘€ good behaviour; their ele&ion 
‘¢ to be made by eleftors chofen 
“‘ for that purpofe by the people ; 
‘¢ inorder to this the ftates to be 
‘< divided into election diftritts. 
*¢ On thedeath, removal, or retig- 
“ pation of any fenator, his place 
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*€to be filled out of the diftri& 


** from which he came.”’ 


[THis claufe is exceptionable. 
To terve during good behaviour 
means to hold the office duriny life; 
fince if a fenator votes with the 
majority, it is about impeffible to 


get nim difmiffed. This has been. 


proved by two well known cafes in 
the prefent fenate. As for this 
mode of ele&ting by eleSors, it 

ave room for that juggling by 
which Mr. Adams obtained the 
prefidency. The paper muftimply, 
though it has not been fo expreffed, 
that the fenate were to have a ne- 
gative ou the aéts paffed by the 
reprefentatives. Thus legiflation 
would iflue in an ariftocracy, hold- 
ing their feats for life. It would 
be far preferable to fend back for 
an Englifh governor,’’] 


IV. ‘* Tue fupreme executive 
s< authority of the United States to 
‘sbe velted in a geverner to be 
s¢ ele&ted during good behaviour ; 
és the ele€tion to be made by elec- 
‘« ters chofem by the people in the 
«* eleGtion diftri@ts aforefaid: the 
«s authorities and funétions to be 
«sas follows: to have a negative 
<* upon all laws abeut to be pafled, 
«*and the execution of all laws 
«s pafled; to have the direction of 
«« war, when authorifed or begun ; 
¢* to have, withthe advice and con- 
«« fent of the fenate, the power of 
«¢ making all treaties ; to have the 
«« fole appointment of the heads or 
«: chief officers of finance and fo- 
<«* reign affairs ; to have the nomi- 
‘6 nation of all other officers, am- 
‘* bafadors to foreign nations, in- 
«© chiNed, fubje& to the appreba- 
** tiony or reje€tion of the fenate ; 
**to have power of pardoning all 
** offences, except treafon, which 
“he firall not pardon without the 
** approbation of the fenate.”’ 
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{America has been taught, by 
experience, that the fenatorial 
check on the prefident is a mere 
fhadow: The number of fenators 
is fo fmall, and the offices which 
he has to beftow are fo many, that 
a prefidentalways has commanded, 
and always may command the ac- 
quiefcence of a majority in any 
meafure that he thinks fit, The 
contrary can only happen by a very 
unufual combination of circum- 
ftances, But when this governor 
and fenate hold their feats for life, 
nothing bu! jobbing and corruption 
can be expected to enfue. The 
executive negative on the laws en- 
trufting the welfare of a whole 
people to the judgment or folly of 
a fingle man, is one of the very 
worlt features in monarchy, The 
power of making treaties, as ex- 
plained by congrefs in the cafe of 
Jay, implies any thing and every 
thing, Inftead of holding his of- 
fice for life, a prefident fhould not 
hold it for more than two years at 
atime, leaving the people to elect 
him a fecond time if they faw pro- 
per. This would diminifh the pro- 
bability of hisbecominga penfioner 
to fome foreign power; asthe fhort- 
nefs of his ftay in office would 
make it lefs worth while to pur- 
chafe him. Such a fele is far with- 
in the chapter of pofhibilities. Sup- 
pofe that fome future chief magif- 
trate of America fhall write aa 
encomium, in three volumes, oa 
the conftirution of Ruflia; that 
the latter country fha!l be at war 
with England; and that he ficll, 
iu Gefiance of the intereft of his 
conitituents, and to the apparent 
ruin of the government itfelf, at 
tempt to plunge America into the 
quarrel, #3 an ally of Ruflia.— 
Keafon muft conclude, that the 
court of Peterfburgh has paid him 
baadfomely for bis efforts. ‘1! 
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hte 7 ALEXANDE 
probability of a fecret penfion will 
be increafed, if it fhall tranfpire, 
that this prejident, before his ele- 
vation, correfponded, in a very 
difhonourable mode, with fome {py 
or informer at Peter{burgh. 

Witx the powers conferred by 
Mr. Hamilton’s propofa 
rican pove ruor would want nothing 
of royalty but the name. } 

VV. **On the death, refigna- 
‘¢ tion, or removal of the povern- 
¢¢ or, his authorities to be exerci- 
«¢ fed by the prefident of the fen- 
¢ are, ull a fucceffor be appointed, 

VI. ** Tue feiuate to have the 
¢* fole power of declaring war. the 
** power of advifing aud approv- 


l, an Ame- 


“ ing all treatics, the power of 
«* approving and rejecting all ap- 


pointments of officers, except 
*¢ the heads or chiefs of the de- 
*¢ partments of finance, war, aud 
foreign gi* irs,” 

[The {cic power of declaring 
war is, in itfelf, fuch a {weeping 
privilege, as could not be fafely 
entrufted but to the immediate re- 
prefeutatives of the people. ‘This 
would be a complete ariftocracy.] 

VII. ** THe fupreme judicial 
*¢ authority of the United States, 
*© to be vetted in judyes, to hold 
«+ their office during good behavi- 
¢¢ our, with adequate and perma. 
«s nent falaries; the court to have 
«¢ original jurifdiétion in all caules 
** of capture, and an appelate ju- 
*¢ rifdiction in all caufes 01 which 
«¢ the revenues of the general go- 
«* vernment, or the citizens of fo- 
** reign nations, are concerned. 
Vill. ** Tue legiflature of the 
United States to have power to 
inftitute courts in each ftate, for 
the determination of all matters 
of general concern. 

IX. ‘* Tue governors, fenators, 
** and all officers of the United 
States to be liable te impeach- 


— 
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** ment for mal and corrupt con- 
“6 duct; and, upon conviétion, t 
** be removed from office, and dif- 
** qual fied for holding any place 
“of truft and profit. And all 
‘* impeachmen's to be tried by a 
** court to confift of the chief 

6 or judge of the { pe} 
‘© or court of law of each ftare 
© provided fuch judge hold his 
** place during good behaviour, ane 
*¢ have a permanent falary, 

[A Governor, inthe previ- 
ous appointment of judges, could 
readily feleét men from whofe ver- 
ditt he fhould have nothing to fear. 

X. ‘* Aux laws of the particu- 
*< Jar {tates contrary to the confti- 
‘tuton or laws of the United 
*s States, to be utterly void; and 
*< the better to prevent fuch laws 
‘6 being pafled, the governor or 
‘¢ prefident of each fate fhall be 
«* appointed by the general govern. 
‘© ment, ard fhall have a negative 
** upon the laws about to be paficd 
“© in the ftate of which he is go- 
¢* vernor or prefident.’”? 

[| nis appointment and nega- 
tive would reduce th ftate aflem- 
blies to perfea& infignificance., } 

XI. *§No flate to have anv 
* force, land or naval, and the 
¢€ militia to be under the fole and 
‘* exclulive direftien of the Uni- 
** ted States, the othcers of whicn 
** to be appointed and commiflions 
** ed bythem.” 

{ine laft word, undoubtedly, 
applies tothe fenate and governor, 
Whom the fourth and fixth articles 
had already velied with the power 
of all appointments. Soimmenfe 
an accumulation of patronage, 
would have made them as absolute 
as the Jate kings of France? §uch 
a fyftem as that here fk iCfed out 


* Here is a blank in the manu- 
script. 
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WAS : xtirpation of the li- 
berties of America. Gen, Wabh- 
ington, as a member of the con- 
vention, knew this plan; and that 
it met with his approbation is plain 
—-for when raifed to the prefiden- 
cy, he appointed Mr Hamiiton to 
be feeretarv of the treafury. This 
fice, inthe way by which Mr. 
Hlamilion conduéted it, immedi- 
ately “—e rehended twenty Umes 
the real influence enjoyed by Mr. 
ha nate as fecretary of ftate,— 
‘The prefident thereafter continued 
to fofter Mr. Hamilton with aug- 
menting confidence, and never 
failed to ra tify all the ftatutes of 
his majority, Thefe circumfian- 
ces {peak very diftinétly ; nor will 
the prefident’s tuneful periods in 
praife of republican government 
obliterate the ftain. Mr, Wath- 
ington ought to have held in de- 
te{lation every man capable of in- 

venting or defending fo vile a 
{cheme. Inftead of that, the apof- 
ile of a federal throne was prefled 
to his bofoim. 

Wuewn fuch plans were in agi- 
jation, itis not furprifing that a 
party in the convention became fo 
Hcitous to fhut their doors. Be t 
time has, at length, rent the veil 
of fecrecy ; and the primitive prin- 
ciples and projects cf Mr. Hamii- 
ron and his friends are now fairly 
comunitted to the world, 
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When, in the convention of 

1787, ,the vote was carried for 
fhutting the doors, the republican 
party t h uld bay walked out of the 
houle. Their want of firmnefs 
hath been the fole caufe of their 
depreflion, It was of infinite con- 
fequence that the opinions and 
arguments of every member in 
the convention fhould be exa@ly 
known. ‘The republicans could 
not have committ ed a greater error 
than by flinching from the publici- 
ly of debates, 

As the convention met in order 
to frame a reprefentative govern- 
ment, their numbers ought to have 
borne fome proportion to the im- 
portance of the ftates from whence 
they came, For though the meet 
ing yoted feparately by ftates, er 
Not in an individual mafs, yet flill 
that ftate which fent the greateft 
number of reprefentatives had’ the 
beft chance of obtaining its own 
wifhes. Five lawyers in a caule 
have the advantage over two of 
equal abilities, To this couven- 

ion, Pennfylvania fence eight re- 
prefentatives, Delaware five, Maf- 
fachufeits two, Virginia three, 
and New-York one, The coniti- 
tution was indeed to be thereafter 
fubmitted to the fates feparately 5 
but, wheneonce framed, it was dif- 
ficult to get an alteration without 
rejecting tie whole plait. 
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TINITION OCF PARTIES; 
FECTS OF THE PAPERS 
PHRLADELPHIA, 


NOTHING can be more diffi- 
cult than to ferret ont the motives 
of political characters. Uahappi- 
ly, we can obly come at thetr prin- 
ciples through this dark channel, 


H 


OR THE POLITICAL EF. 
SYSTEM CONSIDERED. 
APRIL 5, 1794+ 
and yet principles alone are enti- 


tl-d io public confidence, 
DirercunrT as is the tafk, it 


ought tobeundertaken. Miichief 


to the mation, undoubtedly lurks 
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behind the difunion fo obfervable 
in congrefs, on one fide or the 
other. To find it, the obfcure re- 
cefles of the human mind, mutt be 
penetrated by the keen eye of hu- 
man intellect, The foe, though 
concealed from the view of the 
fenfes, may be difcerned by the 
eye of the mind. 

Bur profeflions are magnifying 
glafles—they can {well a mole hill 
of patriotifm up to the fize of a 
mountain—they can aflume new 
forms—and yet in spite of woeful 
experience, from the deception 
practifed upon Eve, down to the 
prefent time, mankind become dai- 
ly victims to the delufion, 

We mutt therefore rejeét profef- 
fion, as being the infallible road to 
error. Deeds are the mirrors re- 
fiecting political truth. From fuch 
evidence, applied to human nature, 
we muft endeavour to collect the 
principles which lie at the bottom 
of political fyftems. When thefe 
are difcovered, defigns may be ea- 
fily forefeen, and eitimated by the 
people. 

UsurpaTions upon conftitu- 
tional principles, if fuffered to ac- 
quire maturity, will only yield to 
the dreadful remedy of a civil war ; 
but if faced in their infancy, an 
ampwiation may be adventured, 
without danger to the body politic. 
Whilft encountered in the Jegiila- 
ture alone, by the weak weapon 
of human reafoning, fo difficult to 
be diftinguifhed from fophiftry, and 
io incomprehentfible to felf intereft, 
ulurpation will ftalk boldly forward 
under the difguife of patrioti{m ; 
but when plainly expofed to public 
view, before it is confecrated by 
time, the people can judge and can 
will for themfelves 

Tue following ftatement is the 
ofispring of fuch impreflions. If 
its geneaology can be traced up to 
error, we fhall rejoice in the remo- 
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val of our apprehenfions for the nae 
uonal fafety—if to uuth~in the 
reflection that we have difcharged 
our duty. 

Tue conftitution of the United 
States, was eftablifhed for the na- 
tional good, and not for the exclu- 
five benefit of an inconfiderable 
number of the community. 

Ir the government poficfles a 
fenfibility of this ebliyation, its 
operations will be chafte—public 
{pirit will mark its meafures, and 
common good will be its fruit, If 
inftead of being refponfible, it is 
callous, it will become the profti- 
tute of a faction—the vehicle of 
corrupt f{peculation, aid the factor 
of private intereft. 

So long as public fpirit predomi- 
nates in a legiflature, its meafures 
cannot be fatal; becaufe its errors 
will be temporary, The inflant 
of its lofs is an epoch ofa reyolu- 
tion, and the commencement of a 
tyranny, 

Tuis reflexion exhibits the fin- 
gie point of inveftigation ; to de- 
cide which we muft review the 
more important acts of the govern- 
ment, and concifely exhibit their 
etfects—firft upon the nation, con- 
fifling of near 5,000,0cco—fecond- 
ly upon the paper iatereft, compu- 
ted at 5,Q00 

1. THe funding fyfem depri- 
ved the 5,000,000, Without value 
received of 17s, in the pound, up- 
ov the whole amount of the nation- 
al debt—beftowed it upon the 
5,000, and doubled the lofs upon 
the 5,000,c00, by the remedy of 
a perpetual tax. 

2. Tue aflumptions of flate 
debts, by (till farther concentrating 
a paper credit, increafed its influ- 
ential power. The 5,000,000 con- 
ftitute the fubje& upon which only 
this power can aét; of courfe its 
operation muft tend to their injury, 
and to the benefit of the 5,e00. 
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3. Tue finking, fund fed by the 
instramentality «f \ofing loans, 
inereafed, that which it promifed 
todiminifh. A treafure gotten at 
the expenfe of the 5,000,000, has 
been kept on hand, and occafionally 
carried into the market, to en- 
hance the price of ftocks, ‘Thus 
the 5,000,000, are legiflated inta a 
broker for the 5,000. 

4. Tue law metamorphofing 
funded paper into bank ftock, ad- 
ded to its fruitfuinefs; the labour 
of the 5,000,000 furnilhes the nou- 
rifhment, upon which the 5,000 
are foiled through the agency of 
this inttitution, 


g- Insreap of fighting the In- 
dians by a land-office, and by fud- 
den incurfions of mounted rifle- 
men, which have fuccefsfully pro- 
erefled for two hundred years ; an 
occation for the gradual introduc. 
tion, of that which fundry laws 
carefully denominate ** the milita- 
ry establishment,”? has been gree. 
dily feized. A ftanding army, 
though fubfifted upon thes ,coc,c09 
is an ally to the 5,000. 


6. Tue erection of new ftates 
out of the ceded territory, in faith- 
ful compliance with the folemn 
compacts long fince entered into 
with the ceding ftates, would have 
generated republicanifm; but an 
expenfive and unfuccefsful war, 
may cultivate the public mind into 
a willingnefs to treat away this ter- 
ritory to the Indians. New ftates 
would be recruits for the 5,000,000, 
Hence the antipathy of the 5,000 
againft them. 


7. Twn fyftem of reftraining 
the growth of republicanifm, hath 
difregarded even the veto of the 
conttitution. Treaties have been 
made with the Creeks and Chero- 
kees, which have difmembered a 
ftate, and anulled the rights of ci- 
tizens to landed property. 
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8. ProrosiTions for the encou- 
agement of navigation; evident- 
ly tended to emancipate America 
from a dependence upon foreign na- 
tions ; ‘to fave the loffes refulting to 
the union: from the impreflion 
made by European wars upon fe- 
reign tonnage—to fecure a regular 
exportation of the bulky commodi- 
ties of the fouth—and to eftablifh 
an important encouragement for 
the fhipping of the north. The 
fyftem was founded in liberality, 
and eminently calculated to tight- 
en the bands of fraternity, by the 
ligament of common irtereft, But 
apprehenfiens for the impoft have 
fupprefled every confideration of 
national good. Neither the inter- 
eft of all the ftates—the particular 
intereft of a part, or the preferva- 
tion of the Union, have ftood a- 
gainft the circumventions of fac- 
tion, Even this liberal propofition 
has been fuccefsfully caricatured 
into the vile femblance of party. 
And the good of the 5,000 hath in 
this inftance alfo. triumphed over 
that of the 5,000,000. 

g. In thort, the general govern- 
menthas been an exclamation for 
inoney—more money, Obliterate 
from the ftatute book, alllaws in 
favor of paper, and the code would 
almoft become a blank. It exhi- 
bits a fucceflion of new burthens 
upon the 5,000,000, which are a 
fucceflion of delicious repafts to 
the 5,000. 

A simpce retrofpect to thefe 
phenomena, will irretiftably carry 
the mind to their folution. The 
film is inftamtaneoufly removed 
from the public eye, and it clearly 
difcerns the national good, ftruge 
gling for life, under the gripe of 
an imterefted junto, ; 


Tue principle of the government, 
is reprefentation and refponfibility 5 
the end, the common good, or the 
good of the 5,000,000, It the will 
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of the nation p onounces law thro’ 

organs, the principle 
operates, and the evd is attainable. 
But if'a paper mtereft influences 


1s political « 


, tire Ie (i tre he 

i majorny or the jegiliature, the 
?. . , P 2 i © , 

principle itfelf, from which alone 


the end is deducible, is detroyed, 

AL governments are under an 
influence. The y are free or defy 0- 
tic, as this influevce is genuine or 
ipurrous. A governinent biatied by 
private intereft in oppolition to the 
public ss is an ufurpation beth 
upon principle and compact. Did 
the rims intend to produce 
a government, chiefly dependant 
upon the will of uumbers, or upon 
the will of wealth ? Obvicuty the 
former—fuppofe the latter—buth 
princi ples are defeated ~ a paper 
influences Altho: ugh be outrage 
upos the rights of mez is oe molt 
glaring, yet if we confine ourfelves 
tothe general accepta tion of the 
term ‘* property,’? when the con- 
ftitution was formed, Y take te in 
its moft general fenfe, the sfurpa- 
tion upon the ric bts of property 
will alfo be evident, 

PouiTicar power istransferred 
from ihe nation to a paper fabric, 
erected, neither by the people, nor 
by the conftitution, but by the go- 
verninent; and eon fil ling ef about 
one hendred and twenty millions 
of bank and funded debt. Is this 
a government of numbers ?——No— 
Of property in reneral ia No—It 
is a poverninent cf paper. 

PaPeRr is in fact the only repre- 
fentative, both of numbers and of 
property, beftowed by a faction up- 
on itfelf, for the purpofe of trant- 
ferring to itfelf, the property of 
others. An effet, which never 
could have been intended by the 
conftitution, configning to that in- 
ftrument, the gnardianfhip either 


fthe rights of men, or of the 
rights of property. 
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If this reprefentative of pro- 
Pertys as the laws have made it, i: 
polleffed of the ye and powe 
of inftilling itfelf into the legiila- 
ture, and influencing political quef- 
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preientation dictated an ual dif- 
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{lates : otherwif the idea of i Poe 


litical bal ince, and the concord ex- 
pected to refult from a commen in- 
teref?t, are both defeated, The im- 
pollibility of efeAing this, evin- 
ces a radical defect in fuch a mode 
of reprefentation, 
For inftance e, Wirginia, under 
e paper fyftem of reprefentation, 
iy ant to hold 22,00ec,coo dollars 
-~—ilie holds 1,cco,0c0, and this 
1,000,000 is in the hands of soo 
individuals, Mafiachufetts may 
poliibly hold her hare of this re- 


prefeniativep but it is chiefiy, if 


not entirely in the hands of 1,000 
individuals, Under the paper go- 
vernment therefore, only 10 peo- 
plein Virginia, and s,o00in Maf- 
achufetts, have really any politi- 
cal exiftence, Is this the govern 
ment contemplated by the confti- 
tution of the United States? O1 
will the preat majority of the peo- 
ple in any ftate fell their birth- 
right for a mefs of Pree, int 
which they are themfelve$ cooked ; 
but of which they can never tafte ? 
How, it may be afked, has this 
fate of things been produced— 
explain the pradati ns effecting it 
that their conftitutionalyy may be 
feparately examined ? Liberty re- 
plies, ** when my life is in immi- 
nent danger, fha!l J go into a te 
dious and intricating enquiry con- 
cerning the caafes of danger or 
fhall 1 endeavour to fave it ?” 
Tue people are the fathers p2- 
per credit the hel the lepif- 
Jature. The offspring of commen 
intereft, brings forth a baftard se// 
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interef%t, Common intereft, and 
this exclufive felf intereft, are na- 
tural enemics,- Can the former 
furmount its antipathy, adopt this 
silesitimate politic al lufus, and en- 
dow the mifchievous brat with the 
power of legiflation? 

Jeatous for the prefervation of 
national rights, America has taken 
an alarm from an attempt of a fin- 
gie creditor, rs to fue a ftate, 
whilft the quietly fuffers a junto of 
creditors to ufurp an unlimited ju. 
rifdiction, to render judgments in 
its own favour, aud toiflue execu 
tion through the medium of leyifla- 
tion, The ftatute book is almoft 
ene continued record of fuch adju- 
dtcations, or rather condzwrnations. 

THe cuoftom of Rome in deliver: 
ins debtors bound to their credit- 
ors isthusregenerated; except that 
the fetters of iron ry exchanged 
for the ftronger fetters of legifla- 
bic m, But asin both a the will 
of the creditor is law, fo the effects 
of ihe legiflation wili > fimilar. 
Ic will beftow exorbitant wealth 
vpon one clafs, and perpetual po- 
verty upon the other, 

/ Gover NMENT, thoug  defign- 
ed to produce national Soon inefs, 
will be converted by a paper junt 
fimply into a fcheme of finance. 
Inftead of difpenling public welfé ire, 
it will become a credit-{ thop only, 
to difpenfe unequal wealth, Patri- 
otifm will conift in finding out a 
new fubject for taxation, Such a 
government will calcalate its good- 
nefs by the rule of its profit, and 
evince its confcience, by extracting 
the fame proportion from the la- 
bour of the nation, as a mafter does 
Sro1 n that of his flaves. 

* ApmitTinG the jaftice of the 
fyftem, by which a nation was com- 
pelled to buy of a junto at 20s, 
a picture which the junto had be- 
fore purchafed of the nation for 


38. yet it does not follow that this 
junto {hould moreover acquire the 
incalculable advantage of legifla- 
tion, Its reprefeatatives in Cote 
pre{s will value this ufurped power, 
more than their paper, Of thac 
they enjoy the whole; of paper, 
apart. Will they ever fuffer a 
payment by whieh they would lofe 
their political confequence ? 

Tue floating paper of America, 
may be computed at 120,000,000 
of dollars ——that of Britain at 
3,000,000,000. About § 000,000 
of people are mortgaged for the 
former, and 20,000,000 (including 
her fore! gn poffedfi ons) for the lat- 
ter, The debt of Britain wasin- 
curred in one handred years ; that 
of the United States in fifteen. Is 
it not time to enquire, whether the 
conflitution was defigned to beget 
a government, or only a Britifh 
0 m of finance? And whether 

ich diminntio ous of the public debt, 
h ave taken place during the aft five 
years, as to evince an honelt in- 
tention in the paper tniluence, (to 
difeharge it? 

A REFLECTION forces itfelfir- 
refiftibly into our minds, ti a fyf- 
tem of finance only, was calculated 
for by the conftitution, then a le- 
giflature of ftock-jobbers will ef- 
fe the purpofe. They will no 
doubt wind up the eftate to a rack- 

rent, and diftrain reyularly for ar- 

rears. If a government, the end 
can only be attained by an exclu- 
fion of the paper fafion from the 
legiflature. 

A runpinc fyftcmis a convey- 
ance of all the lands of the nation, 
fubjeét to a rent charge, payable 
toa few perfons. The deed was 
made originally by thefe few per- 
fons to themfelves, By retaining 
the dire&tion of the legiflature, they 
will make the rent perpetual, they 
will give themfelves new mortgages 
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upon the eflate, and they will ne- 
ver ftop until they extract from it 
all the profit it can yield, 

Ir is fimply a cafe of landlord 
and tenant, wherein the former, to 
his right of receiving his rent, has 
fubjoined by ulurpation the pow- 
ers of regulating the domeftic eco- 
nomy of the tenant—of dictating 
his fyftem of agriculture and line 
of trade—of rejecting the right of 
redem ption-—of increaling his rent 
at pleafure—and of making diftrefs, 
by the rule of his own difcretion, 

Fueers and armies, raised by 
order of the landlord, but paid by 
the tenant, are only bodies of kai- 
liffs to diftrain for thefe rack-rents, 
A junto having thus ufurped the 
fword and the purfe, is the egg of 
a civil war—it will be ferviccable 
to itfelf, as well as to the nation, 
to prevent it from hatching. 

Pusctic creditors fubfft upon 
the national labour. Profperity to 
a paper-credit, is adverfity to the 
mafs of the people. Increment of 
wealth to one, is diminution tothe 
other, And if the intereft of the 
Nation is not the fame with the in- 
tereft of its creditors, thal! the late 
ter intereft poflefs the power of le- 
giflation ? 

Ir may be afked, whether this 
intereft, fo inimical to that of the 
nation, is not in danger of faffer- 
ing injuftice, if not admitted into 
the legiflature to take care of it- 
felf? The queftion condenfes the 
entire argument in favour of a pa- 
per-legiflative influence, and there- 
fore deferves an attentive confide- 
ration. 

Ir is an argument adverfe to the 
firft principle of republican govern- 
ment, This afferts that diftribu- 
live juftice, is more likely to refult 
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from grounding the power of legil- 
lation, really—not nominally—in 
the great body of the people ; than 
from depofiting it in the hands of 
an individual, or of an inconfide- 
rable junto. Now this argument 
not only infinuates, but obvioully 
efpoufes a contrary opinion. 

Ir is alfo adverfe to the expref- 
fed principles of the conftitution, 
This, throughout its whole detail, 
ftrives to fubje& the legiflature to 
the influence of numbers, rather 
than of wealth, Whereas this ar- 
gument goes to prove even that 
wealth of a particular fpecies, and 
not numbers, ought to poflefs this 
influence. Ifa particular fpecies 
of property of the moft fubftantial 
nature, had by any means acquired 
an influence over the legiflature, 
to the exclufion of that influence, 
which belongs to the majority of 
the community, it would have been 
an ufurpation upon the principles 
of the conftitution. 

Hap the conftitution taken pro- 
perty for its only bafis, a definition 
of the term would have appeared 
in that inftrument, and the rights 
of the different kinds, would have 
been explained, Inthis cafe, would 
the convention have created a new 
world of political ideas, as the pil- 
larsof agovernment? Or wouldthey 
have reforted to Jand, as the mof{t 
folid foundation for a government 
built upon one fpecies of property? 
Land is the unde derivatur of all 
products for man’s ufe, Jt com- 
prifes the ftock for trade and com- 
merce, Its true intereft, is the in- 
tereft of the whole focial and natu- 
ral life. And it cannot be at en- 
mity with the public good, 


(To be concluded in No. Il.) 























CHARACTER OF ALBERT GALLATIN, [ 67 ] 


As drawn by Mr. Joun Tuompson, in whose death Virginia has lost 
one of her brightest sans 3 Liberty and the constitution one of their 
ablest advocates; and soctely one of its richest ornaments. 


“WHEN | fele& the names of 
Gallatin, Livingfton and Nicholas, 
I am not unmindfu! of the merits 
and talenrs of many other gentie- 
men. I have fele&ed them becaufe 
they have been expofed to the mof 
cruel obloquies of your party, Mr, 
Gallatin has been perfecuted with 
all the deteftable rancour of envy 
and malice. The accuracy of his 
information, the extent of his 
knowledge, the perfpecuity of his 
ftyle, the moderation of his temper, 
and the irrefiftible energy of his 
reafoning powers, render him the 
ableft advocate that ever appeared 
in the caufe of truth and liberty. 
Patient and perfevering, temperate 
and firm, no error efcapes his vi- 
gilance, no calumny provokes his 
paffions. To expofe the blunders 
and abfurdities of his adverfaries, 
is the only revenge which he will 
condefcend to take for their info- 
lent invectives, Serene in the midft 
of clamours, he exhibits the argu- 
rocnts of his opponents in their ge- 
nuine colours, he divefts them of 
the tinfel cf declamation and the 
cobwebs of fophiftry, he deteéts the 
moft plaufible errors, he expofes 
the mott latent abfurdities, he holds 
the ‘* mirror up”’ to folly, and rea- 
fons upon every fubje& with the 
readinefs of intuition, and the cer- 
tainty of demonflration. Elevated 
above the intrigues of parties, avd 
the weaknefles of the paffions ; he 
is never tranfported into any ex- 
cefs by the zeal of his friends, or 
the virulence of his enemies. His 
object is the happinefs of the peo- 
ple, his means economy, liberty, 
and peace; his guide the coaftitu- 
tion. The fympathies which fafci- 
nate the heart and miflead the un. 


derftanding, have never allured him 
from the arduous purfuit of truth, 
through her moft intricate mazes. 
Never animated by the impetuous 
and turbelenc feelings which agi- 
tate popularaflemblies, he preferves 
in the midft of contending fations, 
that coolnefs of temper and that 
accuracy of thought, which phi- 
lofophy has hitherto claimed as the 
peculiar attribute of her clofet me- 
ditations. He unites to the energy 
of eloquence, aad the confidence 
of integrity, the precifion of ma- 
thematics, the method of logic, 
and the treafures of experience, 
His opponents flander him and ad- 
mire him, they affail him with ig- 
norant impertinence, and pitilefs 
malice, and yet they feel that he 
is the darling of philofophy, the 
apoftle of truth, and the favorite 
votary of liberty. Their hatred, 
like the rebellion of Satan, pro- 
ceeds from the impatience of any 
fuperiority. There is a daily beau- 
ty in his life, which makes them 
ugly. Inftead of imitating his ez- 
cellence, they attempt to conceal 
it by a mafs of obloquy ; inftead of 
reverencing his unparalleled wif- 
dom and virtue, they fharpen the 
dagger of falfhood, and prepare the 
poifoned arrows cf envy. The 
men whoare fupported by aforeiga 
faction, have the effrontery te vil- 
lify him becaufe he is a foreigner. 
Virtue and genius are not peculiar 
to America. They have flourithed 
iu every country and in every age. 
The merits of men are nottobe afcer- 
tained by geographical boundaries, 
The mind has no country but the 
univerfe. Patriotifm is not a nar- 
row and illiberal prejudice in faver 
of the foil upon which we happea- 
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ed to be bora, It isa rational and 
noble attachment to the country 
which gives us protection, aad 
which fecures ovr happinefs. It is 
not incompatible with univerfal 
philanthropy ; 0a the contrary, it 
is a modification of benevolence, 

frened by fociety, ans ftrength 
ened by gratitude, Mr. Gallatia 
ig attached to the contlitution be- 
caufe it is free; to the people be- 
caufe they are generous and amia- 
ble; and to the country becaufe 
he has found in it, an afylum 
from oppreflion and mifery, 
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Are not thefe ties at leaft as 
binding as the hackles of preju- 
dice and habit? But the condus 
of Mr, Gallatin is his bef vindica- 
tion. This foreigner has defended 
the conftitution againtt the attacks 
of native Americans, and has dif- 
played a noble ardour in the de- 
fence of his adopted country, whilft 
many of her fons repofe in inglori- 
ous apathy, and whillt cthers aflai 
her with detettable treachery, and 
uonatural hatred.” 
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ExTRAcT FROM JEFFERS 

** 1'T fhould be our endeavour 
to cultivate the peace and friend- 
fhip of every nation, even of that 
which has injured us moft, when 
we fhall have carried our point a- 
gainit her. Our intereft will be 
to throw open the doors of com- 
merce, and to knock off all its 
shackles, giving perfe& freedom to 
all perfons fer the vert of what- 
ever they may chufe to bring into 
our ports, and afking the fame in 
their’s. Never was fo much falfe 
arithmetic employed on any fub- 
ject, as that which has been em- 
ployed to perfuade nations that it 
is their intereft to go to war.— 
Were the money which it has cok 
to gain, at the clofe of a long war, 
a little town, or a little territory ; 
the right to cut wood here, or catch 
fifh there, expended in improving 
what they already poflefs ; in mak- 
ing roads, opening riverg, build- 
ing ports, improving the arts, and 
finding employment for their idle 
poor; it would render them much 
ftronger, much wealthier, and hap- 
pier. This I hope will be our 
wifdom. And, perhaps to remove 
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N’s Notes on VIRGINIA, 
as much as pollible the occafions 
of making war, it might be better 
for us to abandon the ocean alto- 
gether, that being the element 
whereon we fhall be principally ex- 
pofed to joftle with other nations; 
to leave to others to bring wheat 
we fhall want, and to carry what 
we can fpare, This would make 
us invulnerable to Europe, by of- 
fering none of our property to 
their prize, and would turn all our 
citizens to the cultivation of the 
earth; and, I repeat it again, cul- 
tivators of the earth are the moft 
virtuous and independent citizens. 
It might be time enough to feek 
employmen: for therm at fea, when 
the lend no longer offers it.” 
Ferrow-Citizens, freemen of 
Columbia, thefe are the fentiments 
of a man, againft whom the fy- 
cophants ef a powerful party, hurl 
the fhafts of malice in vain; view 
them with attention, fcan them 
with care; appreciate them with 
wifdom, and we may hope that 
happineis will grace the adminif- 
tration of our nex Prefident, 
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EXTRACT fram the Answer of President Adams, ta an address from 


the Marine Society of Boston. 
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«* FLOATING batteries and 
weoden walls have been my favo- 
rite fyitem of warfare and defence 
of this country, for three and 
twenty years, I have had very 
little fuccefs in making profelytes. 
At the prefent moment however, 
Americans in general, cultivators 
as well as merchantsand marines, 
begin to look to that fource of fe- 
curuy and protection; and your 
alliftance will have great influence 
and elfeét in extending the opinion 
in theory, and introducing and ef- 
tablifhing the practice.” 

Tuese are the contrafted opi- 
nions of two great men; one of 
them is now confidered as the head 
of the anglo-monarchal and anti- 
republican party ; and the other, 
a prominent character in the de- 
mocratic republican party. —Rea- 
der, judge the men from their 
own avowed publications ; but take 
this along with you, that no nation 
has ever made fuch exertions to 
obtain thofe ‘¢ wooden walls, and 
floating batteries,”’ as the Britifh ; 


who, having but a fmail {pot of 
ground of their own, and that 
anifland, have been under a kind 
of neceflity to have recourfe to 
this method, to defend themielves, 
as well as to make other countries 
fubfervient and tributary to them, 
—But what is the confequence? 
After weighing in the fcale all the 
advantages and difadvantages, it 
remains a doubt among the people 
of that country, whether their fleet 
is a blefling or a curfe to them, 
when it is confidered, that to this 
fyftem, which upholds the ¢* float- 
ing batteries,’? may be attributed 
their debt of £. 400,000,000 fter- 
ling—a great fhare of the immenfe 
taxes they have ‘to pay—and the 
worfe than Alyetine flayery to 
which fo many of their fellowciti- 
zens, their brothers, fons, and near 
relations, ate forcibly dragged, to 
man thefe ** wooden walls !”-—. 
Frov: such horrid slavery, and such 
grievous burdens—the abominable 
systems of government which tend to 
make the poor poorer, and the rich 
richer, Good Lord deliver us ! 
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AT London, day and night are 
inverted by the fathionable world, 
The prefent prefident of the Scots 
court of feflion was once, when in 
that city, invited to dine at ten in 
the evening with the datchefs of 
Gordon, He excufed himfe!f, as 
being previoufly invited to fupper 
at eight. 

A FEw years ago, it was a point 
of diverfion, with many gentlemen 
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in the houfe of commons, to rife 
ina body and ruth out, with as 
mich noife as they could well 
make, Wherever Edmund Burke 
began tofpeak This obtained for 
him the nick-name of the dinner 
bell. Some people once entering 
the houfe, met a bard of rhis kind 
coming out, and enquired whether 
the houfe was up ? ** No,” faid one 
of them, but Mr, Burke is up.”’ 
T 
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A REVIEW of the Revenue Syftem adopted by the Firkt Congrefs 


under the Federal Conftitution ; ; wherein the principles onal ten- 


dency of the funding system and the measures connedled with it to the 


end of the second congress, are examined. 


kk Poe Pe 


IN THIRTEEN LETTERS TO 


A FRIEND—BY A CITIZEN. 
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LETTER I. 


The peculiar circumftances of the United States at the commence- 
ment of the Federal Government—A monarchial party in the Uni- 
ted States—The fituation of the public debt—The moft obvious 


method of difcharging it, 


4b" 14>» 


Dear Sir, 

TO anfwer your numerous and 
interefting enquiries will lead me 
into an extenfive field of invefti- 
gation and recollection ; however, 
in complying with your requeft I 
fhall enjoy the advantage of taking 
a nearer view of the fubject, my- 
felf, than perhaps I would other- 
wife have done. 

To enable you to judge of the 
prefent ftate of parties and their 
objects, I muft begin as far back 
as the framing of the conftitution, 
and then take a retrofpect of the 
tranfaCtions that took place under 
the two firft congreffes, but prin- 
cipally of the fifcal meafures, It 
is probable that the prefent con- 
grefs, being the firft equal repre- 
fentation of the people, may adopt 
different principles of legiflation, 
but it is to be lamented, that its 
commencement is in a period, 
fraught with danger and embar- 
raflment. 

ir is not to be prefumed that 
every man who actively contribu- 
ted to free the United ftates from 
foreign defpotifm, by eflablifhing 
independence, was pofleffed of true 
federal republican principles, ab- 
ftractedly from that love of court- 
Jy grandeur, and privileged orders, 
which feems to be conftitutional 
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with fome perfons, efpecially with 
thofe whofe previous circumftan- 
ces, or fituations in life engender- 
ed and nourifhed ariftocratical i- 
‘deas. There were many in the 
United States, who, from educa- 
tion and habit, were accuftomed 
to look upon the Britifh form of 
government with a kind of politi- 
cal fervor, little fhort of adoration ; 
and altho’ foch charaéters renoun- 
cedtheir connexion with the Britith 
throne, the very a& of renuncia- 
tion Was accompanied witha with 
to erecta threue formed on the mo- 
del, in America; though they re- 
fufed to be the bo nd-men of Pha- 
roah, they wifhed to eat the onions 
and garlic of Epyprt. 
REPUBLICAN Virtue and revo- 
Jutionary enthufiafm, had, howe- 
ver, too decifive an afcendency at 
the commencement of the revolu- 
tion for an attempt of fo daring a 
kind: but, it muft be confefled, that 
through the cffeéts of tender laws ; 
of the vaft amount and unavoida~ 
ble depreciation of unfunded paper 
bills of credit and certificates ; and 
of other obvious caufes, incident to 
a revolutionary war, the morals of 
the people had received a confide- 
rable taint before the military con- 
teft was clofed. Yet in making 
this remark, I do not intend any 
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cenfure on the paper emiffions or 
tender laws which appeared during 
the period of our diftrefs ; for it 
is probable that the revolution 
could not nave becn otherwife ac- 
complifhed. 

Wuen neceflity urged, and 
prudence dictated the meafure, re- 
prefentatives were authorifed by 
the feveral ftate legiflatures to 
mect at Philadelphia, in order to 
revife the confederation, The de- 
legates being hattily appointed 
without the exprefs authority of 
the people, fome men of monar- 
chial principles found their way 
into the federal convention, and, 
prefuming upon the apparent de- 
cline of republican virtue, they 
endeavoured to have a _monarchial 
form of government framed fer 
the people of the United States. 
The doors being fhut, gave a fa- 
vourable opportunity to try the 
fuccefs of the attempt. Though 
the oificial records of that tranfac- 
tion for prudential reafons, were 
not pablithed, the obligation on 
members to fecrecy has long fince 
ceaied; and we have been credibly 
informed, and ithas not been de- 
nied, that although the number of 
monarchial and ariftocratical meme 
bers was, happily too few for the 
attainment of their favorite ob- 
ject ; yet it Was owing to their 
conning, finefle, and induttry, that 
the conftitution was born with fach 
infirmities as to require immediste 
amendments. ‘Thefe members in- 
deed figned the inftrument ; bat 
fome of them did it in a manner 
and accompanied with expreffions 
that clearly difcovered they did 
not fo much approve the conftitu- 
tion upon paper, as the profpeé of 
what it might be made in the 
courfe of a few years, by a legif- 
Jature, revelling in all the latitude 
ef conftructive power, and by an 


adminifiration favorable to their 
Views. 

Amone the many untoward 
circumftazces which the newly or- 
ganized government had to en- 
counter, 2 prodigious mafs of un- 
funded public debt was the moft 
intricate and embarrafling. The 
various defcriptions of paper; the 
different degrees of equity in the 
original claims; the many hands 
through which the certificates had 
changed during the extentfive feene 
of fpeculation ; and the different 
degrees of villainy that had been 
practiied ia the bancfal carreer of 
that fpeculation ; all confpired to 
render a provilion for the public 
debt, on proper principles, an ar- 
duous tafx. The difficulty was 
the greater, that no power of raif- 
ing revenues except by requifitions 
on ihe ftates was vetted in the old 
congrefs; and confequently there 
was a want of experience with ref- 
pect to fuch fifeal arrangements, 
as applied to the general purpofes 
of the union. 

From the commencement cfthe 
war with Britain, the people ge- 
nerally Icoked upon the weftern 
lands asa fource from which an 
efficient revenue might be drawn, 
to difcharge the debts occafioned 

Concress encouraged applica. 
tions for parchafing thefe lands in 
order to difcharge the principal of 
the domettic debt. One and ahalf 
million of acres were fold to Cutler 
and Sergeant in truft for the Ohio 
company, at one dollar per acre, 
with an allowance however for bad 
lands, &c. Almoft five millions of 
acres were fold in the fame manner 
to faid Cutler and Sergeanr for 
themfelves and others. and one 
million of acres to John C, Symes. 
Flint and Parker had agreed to 
purchafe three millions of acres, 
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To the fecond feflion of the new 
congrefs Scriva made propofals for 
four or five millions and Hannibal 
Wi. Dobbyne propofed to take 
mere than all the orkers, and to 
fete it with people from Ireland, 

Tuese propofals were referred 
io the fecretary of the treafury 
while he was privately preparing 
the funding fyflem, but he never 
reported on them. 

Orner propolals were ina flate 
of preparation and only delayed to 
obterve the fuccefs of thofe that 
had been offered. Indeed when 
weconfider the fpeculating rage 
for land that has fince taken place, 
and obferve the refafe of land in 
the moft remote fituations of the 
oid tates purchafed up with fuch 
avidity, we may reafonably con- 
clade that ia addition to the dif- 
charge of the dcbt provided for by 
the actual fales to the amount of 
near 8,000,000 of dollars, much 
more might have been honowrably 
difcharsed by furiher fales of the 
weftern land, if prudent economy 
in making provifion for the debs 
had been intended. Moral hone(- 
ty and national policy would have 
united in promoting that intention, 
and carrying it into effec. 

A Great proportion of the na- 
tional debt had been purchafed from 
the original holders for a trifle, 
At the commencement of the ge- 
neral government, one company of 
foreigners refiding in New-York, 
were pofleffed of certificates, to 
the amount of two millions of dol- 
lars, which they ackrowledged 
did not average at more than 2s.6. 
in the pound, including all ex- 
pence, They alfo acknowledged 
that they could not have laid out 
their money to a3 great advan- 
tage any other way, even though 
‘here fhould be no other provifion 
wade for their difcharge than the 
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weftern lands, and taxes in confe- 
quence of requifitions on the ftates 
for the difcharge of the indents of 
intereft, How many millions of 
dollars more were in the hands of 
foreigners abroad, obtained at di- 
milar prices; is impoffible to af- 
certain at this time, but it is cer- 
tain that the foreign and domettic 
fpeculators were then pofleffed of 
much the greateft proportion, pro- 
bably nine-tenths of the whole out 
ftanding amount, 

THoucs the certificates had an 
original claim to fpecie payments, 
yet no fpecific fund had been appro- 
priated towards their redemption, 
Many of the individual flates had 
not only difcaarged a confiderable 
proportion of their ftate debits by 
the fale of land, but had alfo in 
favor of their own citizens, re- 
deemed a large amount of the do- 
meftic debt of the union, which 
they defigned to bring forward iu 
the general account, and never ex- 
pected, nor even expreiled a with, 
to have it provided for in any other 
way. The certificates had been 
ifiued and the contracts made, by 
and with a government, which it 
was known had no power of levy- 
ing, either direct, or indirect taxes, 
and which in fact had no revenue 
independently in its difpofal, bur 
what it could draw from the wef- 
tern Jands, 

Unper the confederation, thro’ 
the embarraflments of the war, 
many millions of paper money 
were iflued and pafled upon the 
credit of a fimple promife of be- 
ing redeemed by {pecie at par, but 
for the accomplifhment of which 
no fund was appropriated, In the 
courfe of the war, the money 
thus emitted, depreciated to forty 
for one, it had pafled rapidly from 
hand to hand, and it was impofli- 
ble to difcriminate between thofe 
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who had loft and thofe who gained 
by it. Congrefs recognized the 
depreciation at forty for one, 
when it was in faét, even where 
its credit was be(ft, that much de- 
preciated, Sxill there was no fund 
appropriated, and the ftates exer- 
cifed the power of declaring a fur- 

ther depreciation, uatil it ceafed 
to circulate. 

Turis event was of fo recent a 
date, that the impreflions of it 
could not fail to have an effect on 
the credit of the certificates, and 
probably it was owing to the in- 
tereft on them, that they continu. 
ed to bear any price ia the markets, 
‘The power of levying an impoit 
was refufed to be entruited to con- 
grefs before the final fettlements 
were iffued, and there was no fund 
then in the power, nor likely to 
be put in the power of congrels 
for the parpofe of redeeming the 
delts, but the weftern lands, and 
it is the appropriation or exiftence 
of fufficient operative funds, and 
not merely promifes, that can fup- 
port the credit of negociable pa- 
per; confequently, before congrefs 
made provilion for difcharging the 
intereft by requifitions on the 
ftates, this paper depreciated as 
low as one and fixpence, and from 
that to two and fixpence in the 
pound. Though the land might 
be eventually a fufficient fund, it 
was not then an operative one, 

Un per the impreflions natural- 
ly arifing from this ftate of things, 
the certificates paffed from the ori- 
ginal holders in the proportion of 
probably nineteen-twentieths, I 
do not mean in that proportion of 
the amount of the debt, for a few 
of the officers, and of thofe citi- 
zens who aided the public with 
loans or fupplies, and were large 
holders, retained their certificates, 
but it was bura few. I could ne- 
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ver find a private foldier, and rare- 
ly indeed a company officer that 
had held their certificates until the 
funding fyflem was originated :— 
And thofe citizens who had recei- 
ved certificates from congrefs on 
the account of fupplies, &c. were 
nearly in the fame fituetion, 

To have the principal di fcharg- 
ed by the fales of land and the in- 
tereit by requilitions, was all that 
was contemplated by the feller and 
the buyer, and all the government 
propoied. Thus by a confent more 
generalthan commonly takes place 
among citizens about public mea- 
fures, the fund for the redemption 
of the public debt, was marked 
out by the public mind. 

Nor only was this fund defig- 
nated, but a depreciation alfo of- 
ficiaily decreed upon the certifi- 
cates by the ordinance of congrefs 
for the fale of the weftern lands 
ia the year1787, Whien the price 
was fet, the land was eftimated at 
78.6. an acre, agreeably to the fe- 
cretary’s eflimate of the fame lands 
in his report; this was a deprecia- 
tion of four for one, ard compared 
with the rate at which the {lates 
fell their land, the fecretary’s efti- 
mate was high enough. Indeed 
this principle has been recognized 
by courts of juftice and referees. 
They decided uniformly in favour 
of the real value of the paper in the 
market, at the time of the negoci- 
ation and not of the neminal va- 
Jue expreficd on the face of the 
certificates, This rate of depre- 
ciation was accepted by a number 
of the public creditors and their 
confent fignitied by propofals being 
offered, or contraéts made in a ve- 
ry fhort period, to the amount of 
about cight millions of dollars, If 
the propofals of Mefirs. Parker, 
Dobbyne, and others, which were 
offered before the funding fyftem 
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was originated, had been accepted, 
it is a moderate computation to 
fuppofe, that fifteen milliions, of 
dollars would have been redeemed 
in a way that woald have done 
juftice to the public creditors, ful- 
Jy equal to their expectations when 
they procured the certificates, and 
they would have been fufficiently 
enriched by the fpeculation, 


Ip the refpective ftates had been 


called upon to bring in the certi-’ 


ficates belonging to the United 
States, which they had redeemed, 
as was requelted by fome, and 
which was the expectation and du- 
ty of all, above five million of 
dollars more would have been pro- 
vided for, by equalizing the ad- 
vances made by the ftates, agreea- 
bly to the contra& under the con- 
federation, and according to which 
the congrefs under the federal con- 
ftitution was obliged to act, in the 
difcharge of thofe debts. 


Tue federal contract between 
the ftates was, that at the end of 
the war, there fhould be a final 
fettlement between the ftates, and 
that upon the refult of this fettle- 
ment the ftates who had contri- 
buted lefs than their juft propor- 
tion towards the expences of the 
war, fhould difcharge the balaxce 
found againft them with fix per 
cent. intereft, and the flates that 
had done more than their juft pro- 
portion, fhould receive the balance 
due to them with intereft. Thus 
all accounts for the difcharge of 
the debt of the war, that weuld 
have been brought forward in the 
final fettlement, would have found 
the fources of difcharge in the very 
act of fettlement, and this princi- 
ple fully embraced both the ftate 
debts and indents of intereft, that 
had been provided for by requifi- 
tions, 
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By the calculation made by the 
fecretary in his firft report ou the 
public debt, the amount of the 
principle of the domeftic debt, of 
the union Was 27, 333.378 dollars, 
exclufive of the old conprefs mo- 
ney, which had been long confi- 
dered as dead by common confeut, 
and the flate jaws. However, 
there were a few unliquidated 
claims which I fuppofe would have 
{welled the amount to 28.000.000 
of dollars, I have fhewn that a- 
bove 20,000,000 of this might 
have been honettly difcharged pre- 
vious to its being funded, ina way 
that would have done ample juftice 
tu the holders. 

THERE was a revenue of near 
1,500,000 of dollars fpecie which 
arofe from the impoft law enacted 
by congrefs, during the firft feflion 
under the federal conftitution, pre- 
vious to the eftablifhment of the 
treafury department, which was 
unappropriated; if this had been 
applied with difcretion to purchafe 
in the certificates that were float- 
ing in the market, and general 
funding kept out of fight, at leaft 
four millions more might havebeen 
redeemed, and the {peculators com- 
petently enriched, Six millions of 
doilars then would only have re- 
mained of the domeftic debe to be 
funded or difcharged by the gene- 
ral government, befides a {mall 
arrearage of intereft which accru- 
ed after the requifitions ceafed ; 
this intereft might alfo have been 
difcharged in land, In the farther 
profecution of this fubject it will 
be made appear to what amount 
the public debt has actually in- 
creafed under a more artificial me- 
thod of providing for it, though 
not more agreeable to the original 
contract, 

By this fimple method of dif- 
pofing of the public debt, which 














the circumftances in which is was 
invo'ved naturally pointed out, the 
original holders could eafily have 
been provided for to their fatisfac- 
tion, Examples of diflcriminating 
in their favor had been fet by fome 
of the tates; but, if difcriminat- 
ing by law had been impracticable, 
allowing competent time would 
have had the effeét, they would 
have been found among thofe who 
held their certificates Jongeft. A 
delay of provifion, and profpe& of 
difcrimination, would have had 
this effe&’—420,000 dollars an- 
nually would have paid the intereft 
of the amount of the debts that 
would have remained und {charg- 
ed, If we may judge from the 
eagernefs of purch :fing land with 
f{pecie that has fince prevailed pro- 
bably all the debt mighr have been 
redeemed by it in the event. How- 
ever it is capable of a variety of 
modifications conlittent with equi- 
ty, and the public good, without 
increafing the amount and extend- 
ing its duration, if this had not 
been confidered as repugnant to 
the fecret defign. 

SeverAL objections have been 
made again{t this plan. The firft 
is, that it would have been bad 
policy, to have held out encourage- 
ment to our citizens to fora new 
fettlements, wilile there remained 
fo much vacant land in the old 
tates, and while the people that 
remained were refponfible for the 
debt incurred by the war. 

In aufwer to this obje@ion it is 
to be obferved, that if this priaci- 
ple had been adopted from the be- 
ginning, it would have at leaft been 
plaufible, though till it would nor 
have been found; however, we 
muft take up this fubje& as it was 
circumitanced at the commence- 
ment of the federal government. 
At that period, not only treaties 
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of peace had been made with the 
Indians, but extenfive purchafes of 
land had been made with a view of 
fettling it. Near 6,000,060 acres 
of it had been fold, befides a large 
amount that had beenappropriated 
to the ufe of the army and other 
purpofes, and Mufkingum and o- 
ther fettlements had been formed 
under the prote€ion of goverr- 
ment ; therefore the policy of fel- 
ling and fettling the land was al- 
ready decided. 

A seconp objection is, that 
from the extent to which the Indi- 
an war has gone, and the misfor- 
tunes attending it, it would have 
been better if no fettlements there 
had been yet formed, and that it 
was on this account a happy cir- 
cumftance that the fettlements 
were not farther extended. 

Tuts objection proceeds froma 
want of information on ‘he fubje@. 
It is well known the new fettle- 
ments eo the Ohio foon formed a 
familiar and friendly correfpond- 
ence with the neighbouring Indi« 
ans,and continued in perfedt peace 
with them, until they were irri- 
tated by the offcnfive expedition of 
geoeral Harmer. We have been 
informed indeed of an atteck made 
upon Kafkafkiand Belle Fontaine, 
ou the Miffilippi, and upon a boat 
on the Wabath river, as the reafon 
of Governor S:. Clair’s fetting that 
expedition on foct, but it is cer- 
tain, that fewer depredations hed 
been made on Kentucky, and the 
other frontier fettlemen's of Vir- 
ginia than ufual. Againtt thefe 
fettlements the Indians had an im- 
placable hatred, and the land oa 
which they fertled, never had been 
purchafed from the Indians. 

I am convinced that the beft way 
to have fecured peace with the In- 
dians would have been to have 
increafed our fettlements rapidly 
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with a foberly erderly people fuch 
as fettled at Marietta. ‘Theugh 
the Indians hate to fee furveyors, 
&c, coming on their land, yet 
whenapeople fettle and treat them 
with oflices of friendithip they form 
a {trong attachmentito them, and 
are not fo dangerous to thofe who 
live near them, as to thofe at a 
diftance. The conduct of the Six 
Nations is an incontrovertible 
woof of this, as the white fettle- 
ments approach nearer to them, 
they become the more peaceable, 
though they refide near Niagara, 
where they can be as ealily fuppli- 
ed, and are as liable to be excited 
by the Britifh to acts of hoftility, 
as the Indians who refide near 
Detroit, If the fpirit of emigration 
had been encouraged in proper 
time, the fetiiemeuts would very 
foon have been ftrong enough in a 
great meafure to have defended 
themfelves, and could have furnifh- 
ed fupplies to any army that might 
have been ftationed there, much 
cheaper than they now are fupplied; 
and fome army muft be kept up 
while the Britifh retain the wet- 
tern pofts. 

Ir was certainly bad policy in 
the old congrefs violently to drive 
the white people from the weftern 
territory, who had fettled there 
without authority. Thefe people 
would have prepared fettlements for 
others, and would net have called 
upon congrefs for protection, know- 
ing their fettlement was not autho- 
rifed. We have had examples of 
this in all the frontier fettlements 
fouth of the Delaware. Redftone 
in Pennfylvania, where the people 
fettled at firftexprefsly againfi law, 
and Kentucky where they fettled 
without law, are recent examples, 
If we had difcharped the debr by 
the fale of land we could bet- 
ter have afforded to have protected 
the feutlements. We have no in- 
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ftance of fo much blood having 
been fhed in this way as by the 
war We are engaged in. 


A Tuirp objection on which the 
fecretary of the treafury lays great 
ftre{s, is that to attempt purchating 
in the public debt in an unfunded 
ftate, would be highly difhonora- 
ble to government, 


Ir the fecretary detaches his 
idea of honor altogether from that 
of jaftice, I will not contend with 
him about the word, bat I totally 
object to its application to this cafe, 
Did either the general or ftaic 
governments act up to this idea of 
honor when the debt was more 
generally in the hands of original 
holders? No: They offered them 
land as foon as it was in their pow- 
cr, and fome of the ftates difcri- 
minated even in that, Admitting 
that this had been wrong, was it a 
time to change the procedure now, 
when the public debt was gone 
generally into the hands of {pecu- 
lators, under the impreflions of 
a mode of proceeding, that had 
been fanétioned by eight or nine 
years adminiftration ? Was it pro- 
per to make ufe of government as 
a inare to entrap the fimple, or the 
neceflitous ? Was it honeft after by 
the wants, the weaknefs, or even 
the injuftice of governmert, that 
thofe who had been rendered or 
kept poor by their meritorious and 
hazardous fervices to the public in 
times of national diftrefs, and by 
thefe unavoidable circumftances 
were obliged to fell their claims to 
the wealthy for a trifle, or were 
fwindled out of them; I fay, was 
it proper for goverument to appre- 
ciate them all at once, at the ex- 
pence of thofe, who had under thefe 
circumftances parted with them ? 

‘he {peculators do not touch the 
burthen with one of their fingers. 


Funded debt and bank flock pay no 
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taxes of any kind. The keeping 
the books open and transferring 
the debt is a conftant experfe to 
ithe public from which no revenue 
is derived. 

Tae ovly ufe that can reafona- 
bly be afligned for funding the pub. 
lic debt without an adherence to 
the princ’ples of ttrit juftice, mufi 
have been to increafe the public 
debt, in order to aggrandife the 
treafury department, give {cope for 
minifterial influence, and promote 
anew monied-intereft neceflarily 
attached to the minifter, I aver 
that it was not neceffary to the 
national honor, nor calculated to 
promote any advantageous purpofe, 
ic was not neceilary to enable us 
to borrow abroad; we did this on 
as good terms as other nations, 
when our finances were at the low- 
eft ebb, and our government in the 
weakeft ftate. We {till paid the 
intereft on foreiga loans punctual. 
ly, and this {upported our national 
honor. While this is done, fo- 
reigners neverenquire how we e- 
qualize the burdens among our ci- 
tizens; if they did, the fate of our 
congrefs moncy, and the lengih of 
time that our certificates fuld at 
next to nothing, muft have ruined 
our honor, and yet we kuow it did 
not impair it. 
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Britain, afier the aceeflion of 
king William III, liquidated the 
national debt of the preceding 
reign at the value to which it was 
depreciaied, and funded it ac that 
value. They had not land to give, 
And this never injured the credit 
of that pation in borrowing when 
they appropriated {ufficient funds. 
The backwarduefs of the Jacobites 
to lend money to government in 
that reign, arofefrom other caufes. 
Nor did the governmental inter- 
ference in the South fea bufinefs 
impair its credit in negociating 
Joans, 

Money claims, equally jaftand 
meritorious with thofe that are 
funded, have been borrowed by an 
arbitrary limitation, does this im- 
pair our creditin borrowing ? No. 
— Though the principle of equity 
was not the rule of the funding 
fyitem, yet the forms of the origi- 
nal contract were departed from 
in almoft every inflauce. Has this 
impaired our credit to borrow mo- 
ney? No, we have, both before 
and lince the exiftence of that fyf- 
tem, borrowed upon as good terms 
as other nations. 


Iam, &c. 


(To be continued. 





THE PLAN FOR ESTABLISHING 
THE SOCIETY OR ORDER OF THE CINCINNATI. 


IT having pleafed the Supreme 
Governor of the Univerfe, in the 
difpofition of human affairs, to 
eaufethe feparation of the c lonies 
of North America from the do- 
mination of Great Britain, aud, 
after a bloody conflict of eight 
years, toeftablifli them free, fove- 
reign, and independent ftates, con- 
nected, by alliances founded on re- 


ciprocal advantoge, with fome of 
the great princes and powers of 
the earth, 

To perpetuate therefore, as well 
the remembrance of this great 
event, as the mutual friendihips 
which haye been formed under the 
preflure of common danger, and in 
many inftances cemented by the 
blood of the parties, the officers of 
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the American army do hereby in 
the mott folemn manner aflociate, 
conftitute, and combine them{elves 
into one socreETY Of FrieNps, 
to endure as leng as they thall en 
dure, or any of their eldest male 
posterity, and in failure thereof, 
the collateral branches, who may 
be judged worthy vt becoming its 
jupporters and members, 

Tue officers of the American 
army, having generally been ta- 
ken from the citizens of America, 
poflets hiph veneration for the char- 
acter of that iiluftrious Roman, 
Lucius Quintus CincinNa- 
Tus, and being refulved to follow 
his example by rc turning to their 
citizenthip, think they may with 
propriety denominate themilelves, 
Tae Soctety or THE Cin- 
CINNATI. 

Tue following principles fhall 
be immutable, and form the bafis 
of the Seciety of the Cincinnati. 

An inceifant attention to pre- 
ferve inviolate thofe exalted rights 
and liberties of human nature, for 
which they have fought and bied, 
and without which the high rank 
of a rational being is a curfe in- 
ftead of a bl: fling. 

An unalterable determination 
to promote and cherifh between 
the refpective ftates, that union 
and national houour, fo effentially 
neceflary to their happinefs, and 
the future dignity of the American 
empire, 

fo render permanent the cordial 
affection fubfifting among the offi- 
cers: this fprru wil dictate bro. 
therly kindvefs in all things, and 
particularly extend to the moft fub- 
ftantial acts of beneficence, accord- 
ing to the ability of the fociety 
towards thofe officers and their fa- 
milies, who unfortunately may be 
under the neceflity of receiving it, 

Tue general fociety will, for the 
fake of frequent commanications, 





OF THE 


be divided into ftate focieties, and 
thofe aguin into fuch diftri&ts as 
fhall be direéted by the thete focie- 
lics. 

1 ne focieties of the diftrids to 
mect as often as fhall be agrecd 
upon by the ftate focieties, thofe 
of the ftate on the fourth day of 
July annually, or oftener it they 
had it expedient; and the general 
fociety on the firit Monday mm May 
annually, fo long as thy fhall 
deem it neceflary; and afterwards 
at leaft once in every three years. 
At cach meeting the principles of 
the inilitution will be fully con- 
fidered, and the beft meafures to 
promote them adopted, 

Tue ftaie focieties will confift 
of all the members refiding in each 
ftate refpectively ; and ary mem- 
ber removing from one flate te 
another is to be confidered in all 
refpects, as belonging te the focie- 
ty of the ftate in which he thall 
actua!ly refide. 

Tre fate focieties to kave a 
prefident, vice prefident, fecreta- 
ry, treafurer, and afliflant trea- 
furer, to be chofen annually, by 
a majority of yotes, at the {late 
meeting. 

Facua flate meeting fhal! write 
annually, or ofteser if neceflary, 
a circular letter to the other ftate 
focieties, noting whatever they 
may think worthy of obf1va'ion re- 
fpecting the good of the fociety, or 
the general union of the ftates, and 
giving information of the cfiicers 
chefen for the current year: Co- 
pies of thefe letters fhall be regu- 
larly tranimitted to the fceretary 
general of the fociety, who will 
record them in a book to be afflign- 
ed for that purpefe. 

Tue ftate fociety will regulate 
every thing refpecting itfelf and 
the foceties of its difridts, con- 
liftent with the ger eral mexims of 
the Cincinnatti; judge of the qua- 
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lifications of the members whomay 
be prop fed, aud expel any mem- 
ber, who, by a conduad inconfitt- 
ent with a gentleman, and a maw 
of honor, or by an oppofition to 
the interefts of the community in 
general, or the fociety in particu- 
lar, may render himfelf unworthy 
tocontiiue a member. 

In orderto form funds which 
may be refpecteble, and allift the 
unfortunate, each officer thall de- 
liver tothe treafurer of the {tate 
fociety one month’s pay, which 
fhall remain forever to the ule of 
the ftate fociety, the intercft only 
of which, if necetlary, to be ap. 
propriated to the relief of the un- 
fortunate. 

Donations may be made by 
perfons not of the fociety, and by 
members of the fociety, for the 
exprefs purpofe of forming perma- 
nent funds for the ufe of the (late 
fociety, and the intere(t of thefe 
donations appropriated in the {sme 
manner as that of the month’s 
pay. 

Monies, atthe pleafure of each 
member, may be fubferibed in the 
focieties of the diftrict, orthe {tate 
focieties, for the relief of the un- 
fortunate members, or the widows 
and orshans, to be appropriated by 
the ftate focieties only. 

Tue meetings of the general fo- 
ciety fhall confit of its officers, 
and a reprefentation from each 
tate focicty, in number not ex- 
ceeding five, whofe expenfes fhall 
be borne by their refpective fate 
focietics. 

In the general meeting, the 
prefident, vice-prefident, fecreta- 
ry. adiftant fecretary, treafurerand 
allitiant treafurer generals, fhail 
be chofen to ferve until the next 
merting. 

The circular letters which have 
been written by the refpective ftate 


focieties to each other, and their 
particular laws, fhall be read and 
confidered, and all meafures con- 
certed which may conduce to the 
peucral intention of the fociety, 

Ir is prebable that fome perfons 
may make donations to the generab 
fociety, for the purpofe of eftablifh- 
ing funds for the further comfort 
of the unfortunate; in which cafe 
fuch donations muft be placed in 
the hands of the treafurer general, 
the intereft only of which to be 
difpofed of, if neceflary, by the 
general meeting. 

Aut the officers of the Ames 
rican army, as well thofe who 
have refigned with honor, after 
three years fervice in the capacity 
of officers, or who have been de- 
ranged by the refolutions of con- 
grefs upon the feveral reforms of 
the army, as thofe who fhall have 
continued to the end of the war, 
have the right to become parties, 
to this inftitution ; provided that 
they fubfcribe one month’s pay, 
and fign their names to the gene- 
ral rules in their refpedctive ftate fo- 
cieties ; thofe who are prefent with 
the army immediately ; and others, 
within ix months after the army 
fhall be difbanded, extraordinary 
cafesexcepted. The rank, time of 
fervice, refolution of conyrefs, by 
which any may have been de- 
ranged, and place of refidence muft 
be added to cach name. And as 
a teftimony of affection to the me- 
mory and the offspring of fach 
officers as have died in the fervice, 
their eldeft male branches fhall 
have the fame right of becoming 
members as the children of the fo- 
ciety. 

Tuose officers who are foreign- 
ers, not refidentin any of the flares, 
will have their names enrolled by 
the fecretary general, and are tobe 
confidered as members in the foci- 
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eties of any of the flates in whieh 
they may happen to be. 

Anp 4s there are and will at all 
times be men in the refpective 
ftates, eminent for their abilities 
and patriotilm, whofe views may 
be directed to the fame laudable 
objects with thofe of the Cincin- 
nati; it fhall be a rale to admit 
fuch characters, as honorary mem- 
bers of the fociety for their own 
lives only: Provided aiways, that 
the number of the honorary mem- 
bers in cach ftate does not exceed 
a ratio of one to four of the officers 
or their defcendants. 

Eacu ftate fociety fhall obtain a 
lift of its members, and at the firft 
and annual meeting the (tate feere- 
tary fhall have engroffed on parch- 
ment, two copies of che inftitution 
of the fociety, which every mem. 
ber prefent fhall fign; and the fe- 
cretary flall endeavour te procure 
the figuature of every abfent mem- 
ber ; one of thefe lifls to be tranf- 
mitted to the fecretary general, to 
be kept in the archieves of the fo- 
ciety, and the other to remain in 
the hands of the ftate fecretary, 

From the ftate lifts the fecreta- 
ry general muft make out, at the 
general meeting, a complete lift 
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of the whole fociety, a copy of 
which he will furmth each flate 
fecretary. 

Tue Society fhall have an or- 
der by which its members fhall be 
known and diftinguifhed, which 
fhall be a medal of gold, of a proper 
fize to receive the emblems, and 
fufpended by a deep blue ribbon, 
two inches wide, edged with white, 
defcriptive of the union of Anieri- 
ca and France, viz. 

Tue principal figure tobe C:n- 
CINNATUS,three fenators prefent- 
ing him with a fword, and other 
military enfigns ; on a field in the 
back ground, bis wife ftanding at 
the door of their cottage, near it 
a plough and inftraments of huf- 
bandry ; round the whole, 

Omnia reliquit servare rempublicam. 
On the reverie, 
Sun rifing ; a city with open gates, 
and veflels entering the ports; 
Fame crowning Cincinnatus with 
a wreath, infcribed, 
Virtutis premium. 
Below, 
Hands joining, fupporting a beart, 
with the motto, Zsto perpetua, 
Round the whole, 
Secietas Cincinnaterum instituta, 


a. D. 1783. 
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CONSTITUTION 


OF VIRGINIA. 


The Constitution, or Farm of Government, agreed to and resolved npon 
by the Delegates and Representatives of the several Counties and 
Corporations of Virginia ; in a General Convention held at Williams- 
burg, on the 6th of May, and continued by adjournments to the 5th 


of ‘Fuly, 1776. 


Sa 


WE, the delegates and repre- 
fentatives of the good people of 
Virginia, do declare the future 
Form of Government of Virginia 
to be as followeth : 


Tne legiflative, exccutive, and 
judiciary department, fhall be fe- 
parate and diftiné, fo that ncither 
exercife the powers properly be- 
longing to the other ; nor fhall any 
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.perfoa exercife the powers of more 


ihan one of them at the fame time, 
except that the jultices of the coun- 
ty courts fhall be eligible to cither 
houfe of aflembly. 

Tue lepiflative thall be formed 
ef two diltinét branches, who, to- 
gether, fhall be a compiete legifla- 
ture, They fhall meet ouce, or 
ofiener, every year, and flall be 
called, Zhe General Assembly of 
Virginia, One of thefe thall be 
called, The House of Delegates, and 
contift of two reprefentatives, to 
be chofen for each county, ay for 
the diftrict of Weft Auguita, an- 
nually, of fuch men as agually 
refide in, and are freeholders of 
the fame, or duly qualified, accord- 
ing to law, and allo of the delegate 
or reprefentative, to be chofen an- 

tually for the city of Williamf- 
burg, and one for the borough of 
Norfolk, and a reprefentative for 
each of fuch other cities and bo- 
roughs, as may hereafter beallow- 
ed particular reprefentation by the 
legiflature ; but when any city or 
borough fhall fo decreafe, as that 
the number of perfons, having 
right of fuffrage therein,  fthail 
have been, for the fpace of feven 
years fucceflively, lefs than half 
the number of voters in fome one 
county in Virginia, fuch city or 
borough thenceforward thall ceafe 
to fend a delegate or reprefentative 
tothe Afiembly, 

Tae other thall be called, The 
Senate, and conlift of twenty-four 
members, of whom thirteen fhall 
eonftitute a houfe to proceed on 
bufinefs ; fer whofe ele&tion, the 
different counties fhall be divided 
into twenty-four diftridts; and 
each county of the refpetive dif- 
tri&, at the time of the election of 
its delegates, fall vote for one 
fenator, who is actually a refident 
and freeholder within the diftriét, 


, 


or daly qualified according to law, 
and is upwarfdsof twenty-five years 
of age; andthe fheritts of each 
county, within five days at fartheft, 
after the laft county eleétion in the 
diftrict, fhall meet at fome conve- 
nient place, and from the poll, fo 
taken in their refpective counties, 
yetura, as a fenator the man who 
fhall have the greateh number of 
votes in the whole ¢iftri&. To 
keep up this allembly by rotation, 
the diftricts thall be equally divided 
into four clafles and numbered by 
lot. Atthe end of one year, aftery 
the general election, the fix mem- 
bers, elected by the firft divifion 
fhall be difplaced, and the vacan- 
cies, thereby occafioned, fapplied 
from fuch clafs or divifion, by new 
election, in the manner afvrefaid, 
This rotation fhail be applied te 
each divifion, according to its num- 
ber, and continued in due order 
annually, 

Tue right of fuffrage in the 
election of members for both houfes 
fhall remain, as exercifed at pre- 
fent; and each hovfe thall choofe 
itis own fpeaker, appoint its own 
officers, fettle its own rules of pro- 
ceeding, and dire&t writs of elec- 
tion, for the fupplying intermedi- 
ate vacancies, 

Act laws (hall originate in the 
houte of delegates, to be approved 
of, or reje&ted by the fenate, or 


to be amended, with confent of 


the houfe of delegates; excepi mo- 
ney bills, which in no inflance, 
fhall be altered by the fenate, bur 
wholly approved or rej: Ged. 

A Goveagnor or chief magil- 
trate, fhall be chofen annually by 
joint ballot of both houfes (to be 
taken in each houfe refpe@ively) 
depofited in the conference room ; 
the boxes examined jointly by a 
committee of each houfe, and the 
nombers feyerally reported to 
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them, that the appointments may 
be ertered (which fhall be the 
mode of taking the joint ballot of 
both houfes, in all cafes) who thall 
not continue in that office longer 
than three years fucceflively, nor 
be ciigible, until the expiration of 
four years, after he fhall have been 
out of thac office. An adequate, 
but moderate falary {hall be fet- 
tled on him, during his contina- 
ance in office; and he fhall with 
the advice of a counfel of ftate, 
exercife the executive powers of 
government, according tothe laws 
of this commonwealth ; and fhall 
not, under any pretence, exercife 
any power or prerogative, by vir- 
tue of any law, flatute, or cuftom 
of England. But he fhall, with 
the advice of the council of flate, 
have the power of granting re- 
prieves or pardons except where 
the profecution fhall have been car- 
ried on by the houle of delegates, 
or the law (hall otherwife particu. 
larly direct ; in which cafes, no 
reprieve or pardor {hall be grant- 
ed, but by refolve of the heufe of 
delegates. 

Bitruer houfe of the gexeral af- 
fembly may adjourn themfeives re- 
fpectively. The governor thall not 
prorogue or adjourn tiie affembly, 
duriag their fitting, nor diffolve 
them at any time; but he fhall, if 
neceflary, either by advice of the 
council of (tate, or on application 
of a majority of tle houfe of de- 
legates, call them, before the time, 
to which they fhall ftand prorogued 
or adjourned. 

A PRIVY-COUNCIL, OF council 
of ftate, confilting of eight mem- 
bers, fhall be chofen, by joint bal- 
lot of both houfes of affembly, ci- 
ther from their own members or 
the people at large, to aflittin the 
adminiftration of goveriiment.— 
They fhall annually choofe, out of 
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their cwn members, a prefident, 
who, in cafe of death, inability, 
or abfence of the governor from 
the government, fhall act as lieu- 
tenait-yovernor, Four members 
fhall be fofficient to act, and their 
advice and proceedings thall be en- 
tered on record, and figned by the 
members prefent, (to any part 
whereof, any member may enter 
his diffent) to be laid before the 
general afflembly, when called for 
by them, This council may ap- 
point their own clerk, who thall 
have a falary fettled by law, and 
take an oath ef fecrecy, in fuch 
matters, as he fhall be directed by 
the board to conceal. A fum of 
money, appropriated to that pur- 
pofe, fall be divided annually a- 
mong the merabers, m proportion 
to their attendance; and chey fhall 
be incapable, during their con- 
tinuance in office, of fitting in et- 
ther houfe of aflembly. Two mem- 
bers thall be remeved by joint bal- 
lot, of both houles of allembly, at 
the end of every three years, and 
be ineligible, for the three nex 

years. Thefe vacancies, as well 
as thofe occafioned by death or in- 
capacity, fhall be fupplied by new 
elections, in the fame manner. 


Tue delegates for Virginia, to 
the continental congrefs, fhall be 
chofen annually, or fuperfeded in 
the mean time, by joint ballot of 
both houfes of aflembly. 


Tue prefent militia officers fhall 
be continued, and vacancies fup- 
plied by appointment of the go- 
vernor, with the advice of the 
privy-council, on recommenda- 


tions from the refpective county 
courts; but the governor and coun- 
cil thall have a power of fafpend- 
ing any officer, and ordering a 
court martial, on complaint of 
mifbehaviour or inability, or to 
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fupply vacancies of officers, hap- 
peotrg, when in actual fervice. 

Tue goveroor may embody the 
militia, with the advice of the 
privy-counfel; and when embodi- 
ed (hall alone have the direction 
of the militia, under the laws of 
tae country. 

THe two houfes of affembly 
fhall. by joint ballot, - appoint 
judges of the fu-reme court ‘of ap- 
peals, and B neral cour’, judges in 
chancery, judges of admiralty, fe- 
cretary, and tie attorney-general, 
tobec im» flioned >y the governor, 
and continue in. fli-e during good 
bebaviour. In cafe of death, :n- 
capicity, or refignation, the go- 
vernor, with the adv.ce of th pri- 
vy-council, fhall appoint perions 
to fucceed in office to be a prov- 
ed or difplaced by both houles.— 
Thefe officer: thal! have fixed, and 
adequate falaries, and, together 
with all others holding lucrative 
offices, and all minifters of the gof- 
pel of every denominat on, be in- 
capable of being elected members 
ef either houte of aflembly or che 
piivy-counc'l, 

Tse governor, with the ad- 
vice of the pr vy council, thall ap- 
point juitices of the peace for the 
counties ; and in cafe of vacancies, 
or a neceffity of increalivg the 
number hereafter, fuch appoint- 
ments to be made upon the i:ecom- 
mendation of the refpe@tive coun 
ty courts. The pefent acting fe- 
cretary in Virginia, and cl rks of 
a'l the county courts, fhal! conti- 
sue inofice. In cafe of vacan- 
cies, either: by death, incapacity, 
or refignation a fecretary fhall be 
appornted, as before directed ; and 
the clerks, by the refpeétive courts. 
The prefen: and fucure clerks fhall 
hold their offi es during good be- 
haviour, to be judged of and de- 
termined in the general court — 
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The theriffs and coroners thall be 
nom nated bythe re{pectivecourts, 
approved by the @overnor, with 
the advice of the pny ae 
and commiflioned by the governor, 
The juttices hall » remy confta- 
bles; and all feea of the aforefaid 
officers, be regulaied by law. 

fue governor, when he is out 
of office, and others, offending a- 
gaintt the flate either by mal-ad- 
miniftration, corru. tion or other 
means, by whih ‘he fafety of the 
{tate may be encangered, thall be 
impeachable by tlie houfe of dele- 
gates Such impeachment to be 
profecu ed by the attorney-general 
or fuch other perfon ot perfons, as 
the heule may appoint, in the ge- 
era! court, according to the laws 
of the land. If found guilty, he 
or they fhall be either forever dif- 
abled to hold any office under go- 
verrment, or be removed from 
fuch offiie pro temp-re, or fub- 
jected to fuch puins or penalties, 
as the law fhall dire&. 

Ir all or any of the judges of 
the general court fhould, on good 
grounds (to be jud; ged by the houfe 
of delegates) be accufed of any of 
the crimes or offences abovemen- 
tioned, fuch hovfe of delegates 
may. in lke manner impeach the 
judge or judges fo accufed, to be 
profecuted in the cour! of appeals; 
and he or they, if found guilty, 
fhall be punifhed in the fame man- 
ner, as is prefcribed ia the preced- 
ing clanfe, 

Commissions and grants fhall 
run ‘* Jn the name of the Comyion- 
wealth of Virginia,’’ and bear teft 
by the governor, with the feal of 
thecommonwealih annexed Writs 
fhall run in the fame manner, and 
bear teit by the «lerks of the feve- 
ral courts Indiétments fhall coae 
clude ** against the peace and gig: 
nity of the commenwealt).” 
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A treasurer fhall be ap- 
pointed annually, by joint ballot 
of both heufes. 

Aut efcheats, penalties, and 
forfeitures, heretofore going to the 
king, fhall go to the common- 

ealth, fave only fuch as the legi- 
flature may abolith, or otherwife, 
provide for. 

THE territories, contained with- 
in the charters, ere¢ting the colo- 
nies of Maryland, Pennfylvania, 
North and South-arolmna, are 
hereby ceded, releafed and forever 
confirmed, to the people of thefe 
colonies, refpectively, with all the 
rights of property, juri{di¢tion and 
government, and ail other rights 
whatfoever, which might, at any 
time heretofore, have been claim 
ed by Virginia, except the free na- 
vigation and ufe of the rivers Pa- 
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tomaque and Pokomoke, with the 
property of the Virginia fhores 
and ftran?s, bordering on either of 
the faid rivers, and all impreve- 
ments, which have been, or fhall 
be made thereon. The weitern 
and northern extent of Virginia 
fhall in all other refpects, fland, as 
tixed by the charterof Kirg Jamés 
f. in the year one hout.nd fix 
hundred and nine, and by the pub- 
lic treaty of peace, between the 
courts of Britain and France, ta 
the year one thovfand feven hun- 
dred and fix y three; unlefs by 
a&t of this legiflature, one or more 
governments be eftablifhed weft- 
ward of the Alleghany mountains. 
And no purchafes of lands fhall be 
mace of the Indias natives, but 
on behalf of the public, by autho- 
rity of the general aflembly. 


wrt 


Sxetcu of the life of the late NATHANIEL GREENE, Major Ge- 
neral in the forces of the United States of America. 


[BY MATHEW CAREY. | 


THIS gailantofficer, whofe death 
is fo generally and fo juftly regret- 
ied, wasborn in the town of War- 
wick, Kentcounty, Rhode Ifland, 
in or about the year 1741, and was 
the fecond fon of a refpectable ci- 
rizen of the fame name, (defceaded 
from one of the firft fettlers of tlie 
colony) who was extentively con- 
ceried in lucrative iron-works, 
the property of which, at his death, 
(prior to the war) he left to his 
children, 

Tre General was endowed with 
an uncommon degree of judgment 
and penetration, which, with a be- 
nevolent manner and affable beha- 
Viour, acquired him a number of 
Valuable friends, by whofe intereft 
and influence, he was, at an early 


period of life, chofen a member of 
the affe mbly of the then colony of 
Rhode-lffland. This truit,in which 
he gave the higheft fatisfaétion to 
his conftituents, be continued to 
poffefs, until, and at, the period, 
when the folly and madnefs of 
England fevered a world from her 
empire. 

Arrer the fkirmilhes at Lex- 
ington and Concord, when a fpirit 
of refiftance ipread, like wild-fire, 
over the continent, Rhode Ifland 
‘wag not deficient in her contribu- 
tions for the yeneral defence. She 
raifed three regiments of militia, 
the command whereof was piven 
to Mr. Greene, who was nomina- 
ted brigadier general, The liberiy, 
fafety, and profperity of his coun. 
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GENERAL GREENE. 


try being expofed to imminent 
danger, the pacific principles of 
quakerifm, in which he had been 
educated, proved infufficient to re- 
prefs the ardent {pirit of liberty 
with which his botom glowed. 

He led the troops under his 
command to Cambridge, and was 
prefent at the evacuation of Bof- 
ton by a force which, in England 
had been vauntingly ftated as tre- 
ble the number that would be re- 
quifite to dragoon America into 
unconditional fubnidion. 

General Greene's merit and 
abilities, as well in the cougcil as 
in the field, were not long unno- 
ticed by general Wafhington, whio 
repofed in him the utmoft confi- 
dence, and paid a particular defer- 
ence to his advice and opinion, on 
all occafions of doubt and d fficulty. 
This excited the jealouly of feveral 
officers, of older date and higher 
rank, who were not wanting in 
endeavours to fupplant him: but 
in vain-—=the commander in chief 
knew and prized his worth as it 
deferved. 

He was appointed major gereral 
by congrefs, the 26th of Augutft, 
1776, Towards the clofe cf that 
year, he was at the Trenton fur- 
prife ; and, at the beginning of the 
next was at the battle of Prince- 
ton, two enterprizes not more hap- 
pily planned thaa judicioutly and 
bravely executed, in both of which 
he difplayed his talents ferving 
his novitiate under the American 
Fabius. 

Ar the battle of Brandywine, 
general Greene diftinguifhed him. 
felf by fupporting the right wing 
of the American army, when it 
gave way, and judicioufly covering 
the whole, when routed and re- 
treating in confafion; and their 
fafety from utter ruin was general. 
ly afcribed to his fkill and exer- 
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tions, which were well feconded 
by the troops under his command, 


At the battle of Germantown, 
he commanded the left wing of the 
American army—and his utmoft 
endeavours were exerted to re- 
trieve the fortune of thar day, in 
which his condu€& met with the 
approbation of the commander in 
chief, 

In March, 1778, he was ap- 
pointed quarter mater general, 
which office he accepted under a 
{tipulation that his rank in the ar- 
my fhould not be affeéted by ir, 
aud that de fhould retain his right 
to command in time of a@tion, ac- 
cording to his rank and feniority, 

In this ftation, he fully anfwer- 
ed the expectations formed of his 
abilities ; and enabled the Ameri- 
can army to move with additional 
celerity and vigour, 


Ar the battle of Monmouth, the 
commander in chief, difgufted with 
the behaviour of general Lee, de- 
poled him in the field of battle, and 
appointed general Greene to com- 
mand the right wing, where he 
greatly contributed to retrieve the 
errors of his predeceflor, and to 
the fubfequent event of the day. 


Apout the middle of the year 
1778, an attack being planned by 
the Americans, in conjunctioa 
with the French fleet, on the Bri- 
tifh garrifon at Newport, Rhode 
Ifland, general Sullivan was ap- 
pointed to the command, under 
whom general Greene ferved, 
This attempt was unfuccefsful. 
The French fl et having failed out 
of harbour, to engage Lord Howe’s 
fieet, they were difperfed by a 
ftorm, andthe Americans were o- 
bliged to raife the fiegeof Newport; 
in doing which general Greene 


difplayed a preat degree of fkili in. 


drawing off the army in fafety, 
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After the hopes of the Britith 
generals to execute fome decifive 
ftroke to the northward, were fruf- 
trated, they turned their attention 
to the fourkern flates, as lets capa- 
ble of defence, and more likely to 
reward the invaders with ample 
plunder, A grand expedition was 
in confequence planned at New- 
York, where the army embarked 
on the 26th of December, 1779, 
and landed on the sith of Febru- 
ary, 1780, within about 30 miles 
of Charlefton, which, after a brave 
defence, was furrendeied to Sir 
Henry Clinton, on the r2th of 
May. 

A series of ill fuccefs followed 
this unfortunate event. The A- 
merican arms in South Carolina 
were in general unfuccefsful, and 
the inhabitants were obliged to 
fubmit to the invaders, whofe im- 
politic feverity was extremely ill 
calculated to anfwer any of the ob 
jets for which the war had been 
commenced. 

Arrairs Were thus circum. 
ftanced, when general Wafhington 
appointed general Greene to the 
command of the American forces 
in the fouthern diftrict: He arrived 
at Charlette, oa the fecond day of 
December, 1750, accompanied by 
general Morgan, a brave officer, 
who had diftinguifhed himfelf to 
the northward, in the expediiicn 
againft Burgoyne, He found the 
forces he was to command. reduced 
to a very fmall number by defeat 
and defertion, The returns were 
Mine hundred and feventy conti- 
nentals, and one thoufand and thir- 
teen militia, Military flores, pro- 
vifions, forage, and all things ne- 
ceffary, were, 'f p flible, in amore 
reduced ftatethan his army. His 
men were without pay, and almeft 
without cloathing ; and fupplies of 
the latter were not to be had but 
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from a diftance of two hundred 
miles, In this perilous and em- 
barraffed fituation, he had Lo oppote 
a re{pectable and victorious army. 
Fortunately for him, the conduct 
of fome of the friends of royalty 
cbhiped numbers, otherwife dif- 
poled to remain neuter ; totake up 
arms in their own defence. ‘} bis 
and the prudent meafures the ge- 
neral took for removing the innu- 
merable difticulties aud difadvan- 
tages he was furrounded with, and 
for coiciliating the affections of 
the inbabitants, foon brought to- 
gether a confiderable force, far in- 
terior, however, to that of the Bri- 
tifh, who efleemed the country per- 
fectly fubjugated, 

Arrer be had recruited his for- 
ces, with all the friends to the re- 
volution that he could affemble, he 
fent a confiderable detachment, un- 
der general Morgan, tothe weftern 
extremity of the ftate, to protec 
the well difpofed inhabitants from 
the ravages of the tories, This 
force, Which was the firft that had 
for a confiderzble time appeared 
there, on the fide of the Americans, 
infpired the triends of liberty with 
new courage, fu that numbers of 
them crowded to the flandard of 
general Morgan. He at length, 
became fo formidable, that lord 
Cornwallis thought proper to fend 
colone] Tarleton to diflodge him 
from the ftation he had taken, 
This officer was at the head of a 
thoufand regular troops, and had 
two field peces. He cameup, on 
the 17th of January, 1781, ata 
place called Cowpens, with gene- 
ra! Morgan, whote force was much 
inferior, and was compofed of two 
thirds militia, and one third conti- 
nentals, An engagement was the 
immediate confequence, 

Tue brevity of this fketch will 
not permit me to go into a detail 
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af the difpofitions made on either 
fide, Let it fuffice to fay, that the 
brave Morgan gained a complete 
victory over an offiger, the rapidity 
and fuccefs of whofe attacks, until 
that time, might have entided him 


to make ufe of the dechiration of 
Ceefar, ‘‘ veni vidi, vict.”” Up- 


wards of five hundred of the Britith 
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laid down their arms, and were 
made prifoners; a very confiderable 

number was killed, Fight hun- 
dred ftands of arms. two field pie- 
ces, and thirty five baggage wage 
gons fell intothe hands of the vic- 
tors, who had only 12 killed and 

60 wounded, 


(To be concluded in No. II.) 
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FROM the beginning of ihe re- 
volution, wuich gave birth to the 
Uuited States, ull the year 1781, 
they were uutted by no other tis 
than common danger, and the 
authority of congrefs bad no other 
foundation than common confent. 
Yet this body fupported only by 
common opinion, proclaimed the 
independence, levied armies, bor- 
rowed monies, aud carried ou the 
war. The articles of confedera- 
tion, adopted in 1781, did not give 
them any efficient power; for al- 
though they were aachorized, by 
that inftrament, to make requili- 
tions of money from the feveral 
{tates, yetthey' were not vetted with 
any coercive power to raile money, 
either from delinquent flates, or 
from individuals, How far the 
United States, had they even had 
a goverament clothed with fuffi- 
cient authority, might have been 
able to carry on the war without 
coatracting a debt, is a matter of 
doubt. For, not only, they muft 
recur to extraordinary refources, 

in orler to oppofe the formidable 
enemy they had to encounter ; but 
it is well known, that the bezin- 
ning of a revolution was a moft 
unfay arable momeat to raife an ly 
confiderable taxes, The expences 
of the war were defrayed by paper- 
money, by advances made by the 
feveral ftates, and by loans con- 
tracted by congrefs, 
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THE paper-money was iffued by 
congrefs, for the purpofe cither of 
difcharging coutracts or of pur- 
chafing fupp!ic s, When ifiued for 
the lait purpofe, it is evident that 
it could not buy more than it was 
worth, But whenever it was i- 
fued in order to pay debts contract- 
ed before, and had depreciated in 
its value from the time when the 
contract was entered into, the dif- 
ference was loft by the creditor and 
gained by the union, In the cafe, 
however, of the pay of the army, 
the feveral ftates, on the recom- 
mendation of congrefs, made up the 
difference to the officers and feldi- 
ers according to a certain feale of 
depreciation, This army depre- 
ciation, therefore, whether adctu- 
aily paid by the ftates, or whe- 
ther, as was moftly the cafe, dif- 
charged only by creating a ftock 
bearing intereft. was among the 
advances made by the feveral ftates, 
The whole of the paper for what- 
ever purpofe iflued was finally re- 
deemed either by taxes or by loans, 
Whea redeemed by taxes, as thofe 
were exclufively raifed by the fe- 
veral ftates, it became one of the 
advances made by them. But, 
however redeemed, the deprecia- 
tion of the paper, from the time of 
its iffuing to its final redemption, 
operated as a kind of tax upon 
the people and defrayed a part of 
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the expenfes of the war. For c- 
ven, where it was redeemed by 
loans, congrefs declared the union 
to b» indebted not for the nominal 
amount, but for the real value of 
the paper at the time it was lent to 
the public; which value was fixed 
alfo by a {cale of depreciation, and 
rather in favor of the creditor as 
the paper wasin no cafe valued at 
lefs than forty for one, A part of 
the paper remained unredeemed at 
the clofe of the war and has been 
funded at the rate of one hundred 
for one, under the prefent govern- 
ment, It is hardly neceflary to 
add that thofe arbitrary meafures, 
which operated in fo unequal and 
unjuft a manner, can be juftified 
only by the necefflity of the cafe. 
THe advances made by the fe- 
veral tates, exclufively of the army 
depreciation and of paper money, 
confifted chiefly of fupplies in kind 
and of the pay of the militia ref- 
pectively employed by them; the 
regulararmy being principally paid 
by the United States. Thofe ad. 
vances were defrayed by the feve 
ral ftates, either by taxes or by 
contracting debts. The fums ad- 
vanced by each, and the preportion 
thofe fums relpectively bore to the 
debts contracted by each, varied 
with their fituation during the war, 
their refources and their exertions. 
Tt was neceffary in order to appor- 
tion that burthen, to calculate the 
advances made by each, andtoa- 
dopt fome uniform rule, that fhould 
fix the proportion that each fhould 
have paid. The rule adopted by 
the articles of confederation, viz. 
A valuation of all the cultivated 
Yand and houfes, was difficulr in 
practice and never carried into ef- 
fect. The rule according to which 
the accounts have been finally ad- 
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jufted, is the cenfus of the in- 


habitants of the United States, 


made in the yeari7gi ; which has 
operated in an unequal manner, 
fince the increafe of population of 
the different ftates bad been very 
uvegual fince the termination et 
the war. What part of thofe ad- 
vaaces fhould have been coulidered 
as a debt of the nnion, will be ta- 
ken into confideration when the 
meafures adopred on that fubject, 
by the prefent povernment, are ex- 
amined, The total amount of the 
advances actually made by the fe- 
veral ftates, as fixed by the final 
fettlement of accounts, is not 
known, it having been thought 
prudent not to pubhfh it; nor has 
the proportion of thofe advances, 
which, atthe clofe of the war, con- 
fitted in debis, been afcertained. 
Tue depreciation of the paper mo- 
ney and that part of the advances 
made by the feveral ftates, which 
did not confift of debts, were in faét 
the only taxes ra:'fed upon the peo- 
ple during the war. The other ex- 
penfes were defrayed either by in- 
dividuals who advanced their capi- 
tal or their fervices; and this con- 
ftituted the domeftic debt of the 
United States, and of the irdivi- 
dual ftates, or by loans obtained in 
Europe, which conftituted the fo- 
reign debt of the United States.* 
Tue domeftic debt contracted 
by the United States confifted of 
the debt of the army, [for arrear- 
ages of pay ard for five years pay 
given to the officers, in commuta- 
tion of the half pay for life which 
had been promifed to them,] of 
fupplies of different fpecies pur- 
chated on credit, of loans (chiefly 
jn paper money) obtained in Ame- 
rica, and of the remnant of paper 
money yet in circulation. The 


* Some of the individual states had also contracted a foreign debt, 
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principal exceeded thirty millions 
of dollars; the arrearages of inte- 
reft to the firft of January 17%4, 
miglit be eltimated at five millions 
and a hialf of dollars ; the principal 
aid intereit at about thirty-five 
millious and a half of dollars, 

Tse foreign debt, almoft folely 
due to France, amounted to about 
fix millions aida half of dollars, 
The whole of the debt, foreign 
and domeftic, to about forty-two 
millions of dollars. 

From the firf of January 1784 
to the fir of January 1790, ihe 
principal of the domeftic debt was 
reduced by fales of land, whch a 
mounted to about 1,100,000 dol- 
lars; but, in the mean while, the 
jintere{t accrued was nearten mil- 
lions of dollars, of which about fix 
millions remained unpaid, 

Durinc the fame period, the 
greatelt part of the intereft on the 
foreign debt accumulated to an a- 
mount of about 4,700 ooo dollars ; 
and a new debt was contracted in 
Holland of 3,600,000 dollars. The 
whole debt, foreign and domeftic, 
increafed, therefore, during thote 
fix years, by a fum exeecding ten 
millions of dollars 

Ir mutt, however, be obferved 
that, fora part of the intereft on 
the domeftic debi ftated as unpaid, 
a new fpecies of certificates, cal- 
led, ** indents,’ had been iffued 
by congrefs; which, being accepted 
by the creditors feems to have dif- 
charged the union from any further 
claims onthat head. For thofe in- 
dents became thereby a charge a- 
gai ift the feveral fiates, and would 
have been abforbed in requifitions, 
had not the adoption of the prefent 
government, by putting an end to 
thofe requifitions, rendered it an 
act of jultice to provide for the out- 
ftanding indents, 

On the increafe of debt, which 
t00k place during thofe fix years, 
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it may be alfo remarked that the 
convention, which framed the pre- 
fent conttirution, having publithed 
it in 1737, and its finai adoption 
having become exceedingly proba- 
ble inthe beginning of 1788, the 
{everal ftates were, from that time, 
ftill more remifs in paying their 
r-quifitions, and that the firft con- 
prefs, under the new conftitution, 
having met in March 1789, u 
coud net be expected that they 
fhould raife fufficient revenues du- 
ving that year, The years 1788 
and 1789 may, therefore, be con- 
fideredas that period between the 
two povernments, during which 
nothing could be done towards the 
payment of the debt- = Finaily; 
although during that period, the 
government of the union was al- 
together inefficient, that of the 
feveral ftates was  fufficiently 
ftrong, to enable many of them to 
difcharge confiderable parts of their 
individua' debts, 

Tue preceding eftimates of the 
debt are far from being correé, 
aud are meant merely to givea ge- 
neral idea of its origin and progrefs 
till the firft of January 1790; viz. 
ten months after the prefent go- 
vernment was in operation. The 
following is a ftatement of the 
debts of the union on that day. 

Tue foreign debt confifted of 
three items, viz. the debr due to 
France, the debt due to Spain and 
the debe due to Holland. 


Tue principal of the French debt 
together with the arrears of inte- 
reft tothe gift Deceniber 1789, 
amounted, as appears by eftimate, 
to 79895,300 dollars, 30 cents. 

Tue principal of the Spanith debt 
amounted to 374, 011 dollsrs; the 
arrears of intereft to the 31ft De- 
cember 1789, to 67,670 dollars gg 
cents, making altogether 241,681 
dollars 95 cents, 
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The principal of the Dutch debt 
émou ted to 3,600,000 dollars; 
burt, exciufively of the yearly in- 
tereft payable on the fame, there 
were a number of premiums and 
gratifications payable at different 
periods, on one of the leans —— 
‘Thole premiums which amounted to 
057,500 guilders eq ial to 202 0°co 
cols. have fometimes been eonfider- 
ed as an additional intereit, fome- 
times as parto!the principle, View- 
ing them as principal, their value, 
asthey did not bear any interett 
muft be eftimated upon the princi- 
palofan irregular fhort annuity, 
Calculating them, according to the 
feveral periods at which they were 
refpectively payable, and at the rate 
of fix per ceot. compound intereft, 
they were worth 171,175 dollars 
77 cents; and the whole amount 
of the Dutch debt was therefore 
dollars 3,771,175 77 cents 

Tuose threeitems, which con- 
ftituted the foreign debt, formed 
an aggregate of dols. 11,908,153 
2 cents. 

TRE apparent amount of the 
principal of the domeftic debt was 
dollats 29,158,764 29 cents, and 
that of the arrears of intereit to 
the sft of January, 17g0, might 
be eftimated at nearly dollars* 
11,493,858 44 cents, making al- 
together 40,652,622 dollars 73 


cen's. But, from that fum muf 
be deducted, iftly. ‘The debt due 
to foreign officers, amount) g with 
arrears of intereft, to 299 426 dol- 
lars 81 cents, which will be fla- 
ted hereafter; and 2ndly A fum of 
186.393 dollars 47 cents, cor fift- 
ing ot debts due to the United 
States, andree vered after the year 
1789, but arifing from contracts 
made under the late governments, 
This reduces the princtpal of the 
domeftic debt to 28,8<8 180 dil. 
lars 65 cents,and the arrearsof inte- 
reft to 11,398,621 dollars 8ocerts, 
making altogether 40,256,802 
dollars 45 cegts. 

Tue prince! of the debr due 
to forcign officers amounted to 
dollars 186,988 23. cents; the ar- 
rears of intercft to the rft of Janu- 
ary, 5790, to dollars 11,219 29 
cents, making altogether dollars 
198,317 94 cents 

Tuere were befites feveral ar- 
rears and claims again{t the late 
government which have fince been 
difcharged in fpecie at the treafu- 
ry. The whole amount of thefe 
paid before the ft of January, 
1796, as nearly as may be diftin- 
guifhed from the official ftateme ts 
and including (upon thofe which 
might bear intere(t) intereft to the 
refpettive dates of payment is dol- 
lars 450,395 52 CCMtSe 


* The arrears of interest to the ist of Fanuary, 1791s amounted to 
dollars 13,173,358 44.cents. Inorder ta know the amount of interest 
for the year 1790, (which is to be deducted) the amount of the principal 
bearing interest should be known. The whole principal was 29,158,764 
a9 cents; from which must be deducted the paper money which bare no 
interest. This funded, at ico for 1, could not exceed dollars $00,000. 
Estimating, however, the principal bearing interest, (exclusively of 
the debt due to foreign officers, the interest of 1790, for the same being 
deducted in the statement of that debt) at 28,000,c00 dollars, the 
interest for one year, Viz. 1790, 1s dollars 1,680,000, which deducted 
from the dollars 13,173,858 44. cents, arrears of interest to the ist of 
January, 1791, leaves dollars 11,493,558 44. cents, as above stated. 
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Arvthofe different fums,which nuary, 1790, make an aggregate 
coultituted the whole of the cebt of dollars 52,813,673 93 cents. 
(both foreign and domcttic) of the 
United Siates, on the rit of Ja- (To be continued. j 
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Ix arepublic every private cit'zen is equally entitled to the free exer- 
cife and enjoyment of his own opinions, and the purfuit of his own 
happiness; and it is of little confequence to the ftate whether his 
op'n-ons are correct, or his purfuits viréaeus. 1f therefore ALexan- 
pex Hamitton, whofe tranfcendent capacity for mifchief, eutitles 
him tothe epithet of the most dangerous man in the Union, had re- 
mained in that retirement, to which he retreated aftcr writing 
‘* ninety-three pages to prove that he was guilty of conjugal in- 
‘* fidelity, that 18 0f breaking an oath ;’? that he had been eighteen 
months wallo .ing in the la, of infamy; he might have been fuffered 
to brood over his difappornt ments in obfcurity, and to enjoy in filence 
the fruits of his inherent turpitude of heart ,—** * but if the citizen iy 
** of a free ttate to great ambition fhould add great cruelty, anda 
*© to:al want of prin iple; if he fhould clerth fentime: ts hottile to 
“ the fovereignty and equality of the people ; fhould he be appointed ) 
*© to the fecond rank in the army, and the death of the general:flimo 
¢ fhould remove every obftacle to his ambition; great God! what 
“6 would be the fate of the republic? He would bea Cefar without ; 
“his virtues, and a Casaline with all his vices: The fres kindled 
“ for Pitrsburgh would confume an hundred cities. The opinions of 
¢* the ambitious and wicked royalift ceafe to be indifferent when he 
“<< becomes a public character, He ought to be thewn to the peeple; 
‘© mad dog thould be repeated from one of the welkin tothe other, 
“till the furious and savage beast is hunted down” 
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* Manuscript in possession of the Editor. 
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FROM CALLENDER’s SKETCHES. 


Remarks on Mr. Alexander Hamilton’s explanation of his correspona- 


ence with Fames Reynolds. 





ON Augut2s5th,1797,apam- ‘* charge of {peculation, againft 
phlet was publifhed at Philadelphia, ‘* Alexander Hamilton, late fecre- 
under the following title: **Ob- ** tary of the treafury is fully re- 
“* fervations on certainDocuments, ‘* futed. Writren by himfelf.”’ 
“€ contained in No V and VI. of This piece extends to thirty- five 
“* the History of the United States, pages, befices an appendix of fifty- 
“ for the year 1796, in which the eight. The firlt part comprizes the 
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author’s reply to the accufation 
againft him. The latter containe 
fifty-fix letters and other pepers, 

Mr. Hamilion opens his pam- 
phlet with a defcription of the ja- 
cobins of America. In his diale&t, 
the word jacobin comprehends one 
half of the citizens cf the United 
States; when two parties are thus 
minutely poifed, they fhould, if pof- 
fible, {peak about each other with 
temper and decency. Such conda& 
ought efpecially to be expeéted 
from Mr. Hamilton ; who filled, for 
about feven years one of the firft 
offices under the federal govern- 
ment. Aja icea of gravity and dig. 
nity 18 annexed to fuch a ftat on. 

Of American jacooins our ex- 
fecretary {peaksibus. ‘* The moft 
«© direct falfhoods are invented and 
** propagated, with undannted ef- 
‘¢ frontery, and unrelenting per- 
“« feverance. Lies. often detected 
*« and refuted, are ftill revived aud 
€* repeated, in the hope that the 
*¢ refutation may have been for- 
*‘ gotten, or that the frequency 
«* and boldnefs of accufation may 
*¢ fupply the place of truth and 
** proof, —If truly this be, as every 
“¢ appearance indicates, a conf{pi- 
“* racy of vice again{t virtue. ought 
¢ J not rather to be flattered, that 
‘* T have been fo long and fo pe- 
**culiarly an object of perfecu- 
** tion® ?” 

This martyr of virtue, this ex- 
ulting object of perfecution, this 
antagonift of fallhood, has pub- 
tithed ninety three pages to prove, 
that he was guilty of co: jugal in- 
fidelity, that is of breaking an oath; 
for the latter is 0 e of the croms 
comprehended within the former. 
This is the man, who, at the fame 
moment has the hardinefs to an- 
nounce ‘*a confpiracy cf vice 
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againft virtue’? Mr. Hamilton 
thould fpeak with referve as to the 
faults of others. The portrait 
which he draws of American jaco- 
bins, correfpond precifely, with 
the publications and meafures com- 
mon, though not univerfal, among 
the writers and leaders of the fe- 
deral party. No maa has plunged 
farther than Mr. Hamilton him- 
felf into the ocean of calumny. 
He fhould, therefore, be one of 
the laft men to complain about it. 

The entire form and effence of 
this vindication is fo vile, fo dif- 
guiting, fo grofsly indecent, that 
one hardly knows either how to 
tranfcribe or abridge it. Some of 
the principal tacts are as follows, 

In fummer 1791, Maria, the 
wife of James Reynolds, waited 
upon Mr. Hamilton at his houfe 
in Philadelphia. She told him that 
her hufband tad treated her with 
cruelty, and deferted her ; that her 
relations refided in the ftate of 
New- York, and fhe folicited mo- 
ney to pay the expence of return- 
ing tothem. Mr. Hamilton, for 
the purpofe of beftowing charity, 
paid a vif’ to Mrs, Reynolds, at 
her lodgings. ‘She met me,” 
fays he, ** and conduéted me into 
a bed room ” 

*¢ After this,” adds our author, 
‘© T had frequent meetings with 
‘her, moft of them atmy own 
« houfe ; Mes. Hamilton, with ber 
S* children. being absent on a visit 
*6 tohr father”? \ BSERVATIONS, 
p. 38. ihe ex-fecretary might 
have fpared the additional offence 
of this palliation, If he had really 
felr that remorfe and fhame to 
which he pretends, Mr. Hamilon 
never could have printed this lug- 
page of circumfta ces They were 
not requifite even to ** wipe away @ 


* Observations, &Fc. p. 4. 
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more sérious stain.”* OBS. p. 10, 
‘Their omitlion could not have im- 
paired the force, but they add to the 
ignominy of hisexculpation, Mr, 
Hamilton might have copied the 
delicacy of the painter, who caft a 
veil over the face of Agamemnon, 
to conceal what it was impollible 
to exprefs 

An indignant hufband foon makes 
his appearance; and Mrs. Reynolds 
ia letter to the colonel, fays that 
he had been fwearing he would 
write to Mrs, Hamilton, This was 
in December, 1791. No If. ofthe 
appendix is a Ictter from the huf- 
band demanding satisfaction which 
¢ aflirms that he awéf/ have, “be- 
one day pafies me more.” In 
No. TV. he fays «I have this pro- 
fal to make to you, Give mec the 
im ef one thoufand dollars ’— 
a here next follow two receipts for 
tis money, the one tor fix and the 
other for four hundreddollars. The 
Jady was unwilling to quit fo good 
a friend. She addrefles him in love 
fick epiftles, real or forged, and 
declares that till he fhall wifit her, 
¢¢ my breaft will be the feat of pain 
¢¢ and woe,” 

Reynolds himfelf, alfo, writes a 
letter co the colonel, dated March 
24th, 1792. He expatiates on his 
own good nature In permituny the 
ex-fecretary’s vilits, gives hints of 
his power to be troublefome, and 
ef his difpofition to oblige. Some 
other letters fucceed, demanding 
money. They bad been complied 
with, for it appears by No. XV, 
dated April r7th, 1798, that the 
colonel coutinued his vifits. On 
the 2d of May, he received a for- 
mal proliibition from ever feeing 
the lady again. “I was in hopes,” 
fays Reynolds, ** that it would 
wear off, but I find there isno 
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hopes.’? Solicitations fer money 
follow. The two hundred dollars 
mentioned by Clingman* were ob- 
tained to fit up a boarding houfe, 
The laft k ter is daied Auguft 30th 
1792. In the OpstRVATIONS Peo 
g. Mr. Hamilton calls this avuamme- 
rows connexion. If this account 
be true, it merited a coarfer name, 

The object in publifhing this 
correfpondence is to prove that the 
connexion between Reyrolds and 
the ex-fecretary did not refer to 
the purchafe of certificates, but to 
the charms of Mrs, Reynolds. 

Yer Mr. Hamilton and his friends 
have always enlarged on his pover- 
ty. The feale of expence in this 
affair difagrees with that fuppofi- 
tion. In eighteen months Maria 
mult have colt him at leaft about 
eighteen hundred dollars. Thecx- 
pence is extravagant in the propor- 
tionto itsend, It revolts againft his 
well known character for economy. 
He fays that he was afraid of hav- 
ing the matter known to Mrs, Ha- 
milton, Yet in her abfence, he had 
frequentinterviews with Mrs, Rey- 
nolds at Ais own house. ‘This be- 
trays but fmall regard for the fe- 
cret, ‘© Servants have ears, as well 
s other people,” fiys Slipflop, 
appears, likewile, tha! he r ceiv> 
d numerous mefiges and vetiers 
from the parties, and tbat Reynolds 
paid him feveral vilits at his houfe, 
Ali this dife vers little attention 
to the dread of difclufure; and in- 
deed the ft-ry was well enough 
known. 

Mr. Hamiiton refts much upon 
the profligate characters of the par- 
ties, and the improbability of his 
having entrufted fuch a being as 
Reynolds with his fecrets of {pecu- 
lation. But, by his own account, 
he did commit his confidence te 
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: BoB oles: made 
this man, and protracted the con- 


Nexien with his wife during a 
whole year after he had been me- 
naced with a dilcovery. 

His pamphlet fali as it | s of de- 
fiance ard defamation, puts a cloie 
to his claims of fi erior veracity. 
He who acknowledye the reality 
of {uch epiftles, c uld fecl no fcru- 
ple to forge them, The latter fup- 
pofition is as favorable as the for- 
mer tehis good name. He {peaks 
much about his attachmentto Mrs, 
Hamilton, while he fquandered 
what was due to his ag hd and 
rambled, as he pretends, for cigh 
teen months in the embraces of 
pollution. 


CT FROM 


The evidence or prefumption 
againit the authenticity of the let- 
ters printed by Mre Hamilton 
i aids thus, Reynolds afiirim S, that 

» Hamilton had employed him 
as an agent of fpeculation, T his 
the ex-tecretary denies ; bur, their 
probity bein ip upon a par, we know 
sot which of them to believe. 
Mrs, Rey nolds ad dsherteftimory, 
s to the belief of f{peculation, and 
fays, < dy the correfpondence and 
receipts for money, fince publifed 
by Mr. Hamilton, were fabrica- 
ted by him and her hufband*. 
But if they actually were fo, it re- 
mains t0 be ypuefled why, whens 
and where they were compoled, 

(To be continued.) 
. % 
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EXTRACT from an address ta the citizens of the district 


Virginia ; ; ‘by their re preseni tative in Congress, JouN 


Rosewell, 


“© As to harangues in public, I 
¢* have ona former cccafion de- 
** clared to you that lam not qua- 
* lified by habt, or education to 
«*harangue you: and that if I 
¢¢ were fo qualified, I thould not be 
«¢ fond of countenancing a prac- 
«<tice, which might in time ex- 
pofe electors to the mortifying 
«¢ refic€tion, that they had pre- 
«* ferred an orator toa ftatefnian, 
«* flafhes of wit to found judg- 
+s ment and empty words, to fub- 
«¢ ftantial proofs of genuine pa- 
«¢triotifm.”? 1 do not therefore 
tink that public verbal addreffes, 
can be relied on asa criterion by 
which a reprefentative’s character 
can be afcertained atid fixed. Per- 
haps nothing is more fafcinattng 
and delufive than orato ry: I will 


~ 


. 


Vv York, in 
PAGE, of 


take the liberty of adding that no- 
thing is fo apt to impofe upon the 
underflanding of men not acquain 
ted with its 3 napic powers, and 
gualified by odveatian to diflin- 
guifh between reality and appear- 
arces, truth and fiction, fophiftry 
and found reafoning 

‘© Bur I would not be wnder- 
ftced to cenfure thofe reprefenta- 
tives who may have addrefied their 
ol 


— 


nftitvents by writing and fpeak- 
ing; and who may have corref- 
ponded with many of them, and 
furnifhed them weekly with their 
accounts of the proceedings of 
conprefs whilft in feflion; and who 
may have vilited moft of them af- 
ier the adjournments. For all fuch 
ascan in this manner attend to 
their conflituents without neglect- 


* Documents, No. V. See History of 1796, Ch. V1. The celc- 
nel has reprinted the other papers, but leaves out No. V. 
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Mr. PAGE'’s 


tng their daty ia congrefs, whilft 


they are at Philadelphia, or their 
ho lefs bounden daty to their f2~ 


mily when at home; and wiio 
think that it is of importance to 
their diftrid® that they fhould re- 


prefent it; deferve well { 

confitaents. For if the friend to 
the revolution of 4 70» and to 
the do&rine of the rights of man, 


hi nfelf knewn tothe electors, and 
; 


offer his fervices, fome enemy to 


both may impofe upon them, and 


i. | a 
ret ito conytels, This, how. 
! , 
ever, could not happen, if ou 
, 

’ ’ vim l Vou b t fmouin 
> ' 
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other qualification a 
might poffefs, unlefs he 
to hold ge e republican princie 
he thoald m ot reprefeire them. 
For if he has been influenced by 
education in favour of monarchy 
‘iftocracy, or has been mifled 

by theoretical writers, fo as to be- 
lieve the Britifi conttitution is the 
beltin the world; he mult think it 
his daty to endeavour to introduce 
i] Litution into his own 
C and t cannot readi- 
ly be effected, he mutt labour to 
render the prefent government, at 
leaft in its operations, and even 
ceremonies, as much like the Bri- 
tifhas poflible. He mult wilh to 
introduce titles, pomp and parade 
ind the Britith fyitems of finance 
ind esl gg. for without thefe, 
I mean titles, parade. and corrup- 
tiot, monarchy canaot fourifh and 
fupport its boafted energy. He 
mutt with fora landing army, and 
fleetto fupport the power of his 
king, or chief m agifirate, by what- 
ever name he may be called; he 
raft delight in maltiplying offices 
re in perpetuating the public 
tebts as a fure means of keeping 
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full and open the fources of cor. 
ruptionand ftrengthening the hands 
of government. He will be dif- 
pofed to put forced conftructions 
on the conftitution to accommodate 
it tohis monarchial or ariftocratical 
fs unconftitutional a¢ts, 
: md ref ives, f ir the purpofe of efta- 
blihing precedents, if they fhould 
be fubmitted to; or of enforcing 
obedience, fhould they be refifted ; 
preferring perhaps the latter tothe 
former means of eftablifhing the 
evergy of government. He mutt 
be an enemy to free enquiry into 
the meafures of government; he 
muft dread the propagation of res 
publiczn do@rines ; and therefore 
e deftruction of the French 
republic; his hopes muft be placed 
on the fuccefs of the combination 
of kings, and privcipally on the 
wer and flourilhing ftate of the 
itith monarchy. And fhould 
fuch men become reprefentatives fo 
25 to form a majority in congrefs, 
tevil which could be ex- 
ted muft be contefts between 
a republican minority, 
iicontent and murmuring amonoft 
the people, mutual invectives and 
recriminations of the factions with - 
in and without congrefs; defpair 
amongtt the friends of republican 
governments ; exultation amongit 
tyrants and their minions, and the 
contempt, at leaft, of our allies, 
and renewed aggravated infults of 
the Britithh government. Nor 
fhould men be elected who tho’ they 
have no prepoffefiions in favor of 
Britain or its government, but may 
even hate both, may neverthelefs be 
iinpreffed with a belief, that man- 
kind are ineapable of enjoying the 
bieflings of ase, being in their 
opinion, ever difpofed when let loofe 
from the reftraint of an energetic 
government, torun intoaétsof vio- 
lence, ending in confufion and a- 
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narchy : that therefore, the poor 
om ignora u of every country 
ought to be taught to look up to the 
rich and wife as an higher order of 
beings than themfelves, that they 
fhould be impreiled with a rever- 
cnual fear of them, and fhould be 
lefe to their entire direétion and 
controul. That to affect this, from 
amongtt the rich thould be chofen 
a certain wnumber of men who 
fhould compofe an upper houfe or 
fenate, with all the powers of our 
prefent fenate of th United States, 
and with the privileges of the houf 
of lords, particularly that of he- 
reditary fucceflion: that the wile 
fhould be put into the various de- 
partments and offices of govern- 
ment when fourd difpoled to fup- 
port the views of the executive: 
and that the prefident with the ad 
vice of the fenate fhould poffefs all 
the authority which the nature of 
the executive power, as exercifed 
in Britain, and the dignity and 
energy of government may require, 
Perfoas, thinking thus, it is evi- 
dent differ too little from thofe de- 
{cribed abeve as friends of the Bri- 
tith conftitution; and although 


they might not be difpofed to a- 
dopt that conftitution or to throw 
the United States into the arms of 
Britain, would, upon all queftions, 
the decifion of which would en- 
creafe the power of the executive, 

or of the fenate, or which would 
pave the way to the been ot 
titles, or in any manner promote 
ari(tocratical meafures, vote with 
thofe members who are friends to 
that conftitution ; and, therefore, 
they ought to be as much guarded 
againft, as thofe firft defcribed. 
For the fame evils muft refult from 
their becoming a majority, as was 
proved to be “the conlequenice of 
thofe others forming a majority. 
Should fuch men be elected, they 
may from the higheft fente of duty 
to their conftituents, moft confci- 
entioufly vote for laws. and fup- 
port mealures, which are calculat- 
ed toenflavethem: fuch member 

firmly believing that much liberty 
is tne occafion of difcontent and in- 
{urrection : and, therefore in ten- 
dernefs to their conftituents they 
may diminifh or take away their 
liberty. 

(To be continued.) 





BIOGRAPHICAL ANECDOTE. 


THE fcandalous fale of indul- 
gences in the Roman church, it is 
well known, produced the refor- 
mation —One Letzel, a Domini- 
can friar, anda retailer of indul- 
gences, had picked up a vaft fum at 
Leipfic. A gentleman of that city, 
wh» had no veneration for fuch fu- 
perftition, went to Teizel, and 
afked him if he would fell him an 
indulvence before-haud for a cer- 
tain crime, which he would not 
f{pecify, and which he intended to 
commit. Tetzcl faid :* Yes, pro- 
vided they could agree upon the 
price.” Thebargain was ftrack, 
the money paid, aad the abfolution 


delivered in due form, Soon afier 
this, the gentleman knowing shat 
Tetzel was going from Leiplic well 
loaded with cafh, way-laid lim, 
robbed him, and cudgelled him ; 
and told him, at parting, that this 
was the crime for which be had 
purchafed an abfolution. George 
duke of Saxony, a zealous friend 
of the court of Rome, hearing of 
this robbery, at firft was very an- 
gry ; but, being infermed of the 
whole ftory, he laughed heartily, 
and forgave the perpetrator of a 
crime that was thus {piritually par- 
doned by anticipation. 
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HISTORY OF THE NATIONAL MINT. 
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[ From the American annual Register, for 1796. ] 


ON the rgth of January the 
houfe went into a committee upon 
the bill of appropriations for the 
fupport of government in the year 

796. Mr. Williams “moved to 
ftrike out all that grofs fum appro- 
priated for officers of the mint. 
This motion has a fingular appear- 
ance, but a fhort retro{pect will ex- 
plain it. 

In 1791, Mr. Alexander Ha- 
milton, then fecretary of the trea- 
fury, by defire of the houfe of re- 
prefentatives, drew up a memorial 
refpecting the eftabliihment of an 
American Mint. This piece is 
inferted in the collection of reports 
printed by the houle, The poffi- 
bie advantages and inconveniencies 
af fuch an inftitution in the United 
States, are there explained and il- 
Juftrated, One chief obje&ion to 
an American mint, though not 

tated by Mr, Hamilton, feems to 
be that there is a conftant drain of 
money out of the continent as well 
as into it. Thus American gold 
or filver coin would be conftantly 
exported, almoft as foon as ftruck, 
while the perpetual influx of Spa- 
nifh filver might augment that con- 
fufion in our current money, which 
is at prefeat extremely trouble- 
fome. Some time after, the eflab- 
lifhment was begua, and Mr Da- 
vid Rittenhoufe was appointed di- 
rector, He accepted this office 
with reluctance, and, after having 
held it for a confiderable time, 
was, upon his earneft folicitation 
permitted to refign it, Whatever 
unfortunate circum ftances have at- 
tended this plan, it would be ex- 
tremely cruel to caft reflections on 


Mr. Rittenhcufe. His averfion to 
accept this employment, his anxic- 
ty to quit it, and the well known 
uprightnefs of his private character 
placed him entirely above any fuf- 
picion of interefted views. 

On the gth ef December, 1794, 
a letter from this gentleman as 
direétor of the mint, was read in 
the houfe. It bore date the 28th 
of Odtober preceding. Mr, Rit- 
tenhoufe there flated that a begin- 
ning bad been made in coining the 
precious metals. An hundred and 
twenty thoufand ounces of bullion 
had been lodged in the niint, for 
coinage, but much of it was too 
bafe for the ftandard of the United 
States, It had been fucceflively 
refined in the mint and the procefs 
was ftill poing on, A quantity of 
blank dollars was ready for coin- 
age, but a more powerful prefs, 
which was requifite to complete 
them for circulation, had not been 
got finilled, Cents, tothe worth 
of almeft ten thoufand dollars had 
been coined fince the eftablifhment 
of the mint, and paid into the treae 
fury of the United States. 

Arrer reading this letter, the 
houfe took up the fubjeé of the 
miit, Mr. Boudinot faid that he 
had gone tothe bank of the United 
Siaies to enquire for cents. He 
was told that none were to be had, 
becaufe the bank could not get 
them from the mint. He then 
went tothe minut, where he was 
informed that cents were not coin- 
ed fafter, becaufe the officers of 
the mint did not know awhere to get 
them vented! He faid that this 
mint coft twenty-four thoufand 
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dollars per annum, ard every cent 
coined there coft the public several 
cents, thoug’s he could not exadtly 
tell how many. In New-Jerfey 


e cents had been coined in 

2 few months than had ever been 

coined altogether, at the mint of 

the United States, and this had 
} 


Saw mne 
ray mor 


beeu done for one fortieth par? of 


ihe expense w/ic 4 the Pint of the 
United States has cost. Seve ral o- 
ther members adverted to the pro. 
divious inconvenience Which is felt 
all over the union for want of cop. 
per coin; and it appeared to cx- 
cite fome evriofity, on what foun- 
dation the officers of the mint {aid 
that they could not get their cents 
vented. it was remarked by Mr. 
W. Smith, that, except as to Phi- 
ladelphia, the mint is of little or 
noule whatever. The certs piven 
out never go farther than the city. 
Mr, Boudinot, Mr. Trambuil, and 
Mr. Hunter, were Appointe da 
committee to examine and report 
on the flate of the mint, 

Next day, fome paragraphs re- 
{pe@ing this affair appeared inthe 
Philadelphia Gazette. The writer 
began by remarking that at Edin- 
burgh, in North Britain, there is 
a nominal mint, whereof the fala- 
ries come to a thoufand pounds 
fterling ayear. He then proceeds 
thus: -~— 

«< Tr is not wonderful that fuch 
«*« abufes are to be found in an old 


«« worn out, and rotten fyflem like 
«« chatof Britain, which is juft about 
«* to tumble into pieces, But the 
a. 


remarks in Congrefs yefterday, 
<< concerning the American mint, 
«¢ may lead this country to pluck 
«* the mote from her own eye, be- 
«« fore fhe touches the beam of her 
«*« neighbour's. 

«In the a€t of appropriation 
‘* for the year 1794, the mint 
“«* flands as follows : 


~ 


** Director, - Dals. 2000 
‘* Aifayer, - - 15c0 
*¢ Chief Coiner, *. © 46500 
‘¢ Engraver, - - 1200 


*¢ Treafurer, - 

‘ Three Clerke at er 

s¢ ‘Three Clerks at 5¢ 
*¢ Jars each 1509 


‘¢ Por defraying expences of 


’ 
oe 


209 


o 
‘ 


S* auorkmen for toe 
** 1794, “ . aa 
‘* For the expenc ft! 

*¢ mint, includisg 

‘6 of.a refiner, - 

‘ pl ved, ‘ a ; 

** and copy nd f 

aed mp! , t ome | - 

6 in {i ba bbaee LM, = 2709 

rae iee Oe 

sé 14.085 
pent ae Ae 

*¢ Thus the aval expence for 


*¢ 1794, Was to be 14,085 
** Of this fum two thirds are} 
*¢ to a director, an aifayer I 





 coiner, an enyraver, atreafurer, a 
“* refiner, and three clerks, [Ip 

** appropriation bill for 795, thefe 
** clerks are aummented to four,and 
** 2000 dols. are charged for them, 

** There are juft other three a 
«¢ ticles in the appropriation act of 
‘© 1794, concerning the mint, and 
“<< to prevent any charge ef partial 
&‘ quotation, each of them fhall be 
«6 inferted verbatim. 

“© The firft is ** for replacing a 
«¢fum of money advanced at the 
‘* bank of the United States for the 
** purpose of an importation of cop- 
** per, to be coined at the mint, 
“* ten thoufand dollars.” This re- 
«¢ wards whatis to be coined in fu- 
‘6 ture, uot what was coined in 
** 1794. Of confequence the ar- 
** ticle has no reference to any of 
*¢ the falaries paid in that year. 

‘¢ Tue fecond article is * for 
‘¢ defraying the expence of cop- 
‘¢ per, purchafed in the year 1793, 
66 7,350 dollars,’ 
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* The third, and only other ar- 
“ticle, is, * for the purchefe of 
** copper in 1994, feven thoufand 
*s three bundred and fifty dollars ;’ 
** the fame fum as that charged 
*¢ for the former year. 

‘* From this flatement it refults, 
‘that the mint, in 1794, colt 
’ collars-———while the 

money coined was, at 
not more than feven thou- 
** fand three hundred and fifty 
‘* dollars; the expence is two hun- 
“¢ dred and eighty-five dollars more 
** than double the product, 

“¢tt has been ‘aid, that the great- 
** er part of the money bitherto ex- 


14.08¢e 
145905 
“¢ whole 


“6 mot 


** pended on the mint, was on 
«6 charges incident tothe beginning 
a & 


‘** of a work, and that this charge 
*¢ would hereafter be leffened. This 
** pretence has not even the vestige 
“* of plausibility. In 1794, twelve 
*¢ thoufand twohundredandeighty 
*¢ five collars were confumed, not 
“in buying implements for coin- 
“ing, nor in buildizg furnaces, 
** but for a dire&tor, an aflayer, a 
¢* chief coiner, an engraver, a trea- 
«© fyrer, three clerks, andthe work- 
‘“men. If all thefe officers are 
** neceflary a: prefent, when oniy 
** feven thoufandthree hundredand 
*< fifty dollars of cents are fruck 
*¢ off, then twice the number will be 
** wanted, when twice the quantity 
€¢ of cents are coined, and [fo on. 
‘¢ One article in this aét is of an 
“* amphibious nature. For the feve- 
“f ral expences of the mint, includ- 
“* ing the pay of a refiner, when 
“ employed, for gold, silver, and 
** copper,ano for the completion of 
“*the melting furnaces, Zqwo rhou- 
‘6 sand and seven hundred dollars. 
«* Of this fum a part may have 
*‘ gone for building furnaces ; but 


* It is sard that an offer of this ki 
’ « é 
a) 


ney! 
ment by an English artist. 
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* this is the only portion of the 
** expences which relates to the 
“‘ beginning of the undertaking. 
** What employment can there be 
** for four or even three clerks to 
*“ manage feven thoufand three 
“ 


huadred and fifty dollars worth 
‘fof cents? What ufe for any 
clerks at all, when you have a 
‘*treafurer at a falary of twelve 
hundred collars ? What occalion 
could there be for fuch an appa- 
ratus of placemen about a few 
cents? The United States may 
bave a thoufand tons of cents, 
whenever they pleafe to fend 
‘¢ and pay forthem, from Birming- 
‘¢ ham, at an expenfe on their ac- 
tual value, of one or two per 
cent. at the utmoit, and the fa- 
‘* laries of allthis regiment of {ti- 
*€ pendiaries may be faved*. This 


‘* was the cheapeft, the moft na- 
ss ral fj le « d wT di inns 

tura ,’ Imp Cs an expe tious 
6s 


way of going to work.. 

‘“‘insteap of copper coin, 
“¢ the people of America are, al- 
‘« moft all over the continent, u- 
‘* fing dirty pafte board. In the 
‘ mean time, the mint officers do 


“~ 
© 


*‘ not tlike offhaif as many cents 
** as are equal to difcharge their 
aé 


own faleries ! 
‘© We have looked into the Bri- 
** tith court and city calender, for 
** the expentes of the mintat Lon- 
The falaries of that great 
* mint all together amount only to 
‘*two thouland nine bundred 
“¢ pcunds fterling ; and fuppofins 
** that perquifites may raife this 
*¢ reckoning fo high asfix thoufand 
‘** pounds, ‘this, after all, is only 
« double the expenfe of t} 


don. 


he Ame- 
‘6 rican mint, at which there ts not 
‘* flruck off one thovfancth patt 
‘ofthe money coined at London. 


, ” y 
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6€ One article above cited, {peaks 
*¢ of a refiner when employed tor 
€* gold and filver, The public ne- 
** ver have feen any of this gold 
*¢ and filver coin, afew fpecimens 
« excepted. But the Englith news- 
*¢ printers with their wonted ac- 
«‘curacy of American informa- 
*‘ tion, have generoully iffued a 
** pleatiful coinage of this kind at 
** Philadelphia. 


‘“¢ Tue committee of the houfe 
*¢ appointed to decypher this bufi- 
«* nefs, will, no doubt, euquire, a- 
«¢ mong other points, as to the two 
‘* following ; first, how the officers 
** of the mint came to tell a mem- 
*¢ ber of congrefs, that they did not 
‘6 ftrike off cents fafter, becaufe 
** they could not get them vented ? 
“© And secondly, what poflible ne- 
“© ceflity there could be for an ad- 
*¢ additional clerk in 1795, when 
*¢ the three clerks already paid have 
“nothing todo? Theaftfair is iti: 
*¢ worfe than the Scots mint above 
** mentioned; becaufe though the 
** mint at Edinburgh coins no- 
“« thing, yet the peeple have plen- 
**ty of excellent copper half. 
** pence.’’ 


Tuese obfervations confirm an 
eld proverb, thatthe kings cheese 
goes half away in pairing, When 
the felect committee gave in their 
report tothe keufe they forbore 
to anfwer the two queries put in 
the laft paragraph. That the bank 
ef the united States would not cir- 
culate cents, was far from being 
the cafe, Whenever it was known 
in Philadelphia that a parcel of 
cents had arrived from the mint at 
the bank, every florekeeper who 
heard of it hafted to feek them.— 
it was matter of fawor to get cents 
in change for filver. The perfons, 
therefore, at the mint, who told 


HISTORY, &c. 


fach an abfurd ftory, acted impro- 
perly. Jhe committee alfo omit- 
ted to fpecify the neceflity for em- 
ploying a fourth clerk, They ex- 
patiate, at fome length, upon the 
duty of the three formerly engaged. 
‘+ One of them,” fays the report, 
«* keeps an account of ail bullion 
** received and delivered by the af- 


*< fayer, acting in the capacity of 


‘s refiner.” [What fhould hinder 
the aflayer, who has fifteen hun- 
dred dollars for doing very little, 
and who ts alfo paid additionally as 
a refiner, from keeping fuch petty 


accounts himfelf, or giving one of 


the other clerks fifty dollars per 
annum to keep them for him ?— 
The affayer would have made the 
expenfe of clerkfhip lefs, if it had 
been to come out of his own pock- 
et,] ‘* He allo keeps an account 
‘6 of the workmen employed, pays 
*¢ them their wages, and procures 
‘¢ the neceflury materials.” [The 
wages of workmen for the vear 
1794 came butto 3,385 dollars. | 
¢* One other is clerk to the chief 
*¢ coiner.”” [ Another pennyworth 
at fifteen hundred dollars.] ** He, 
«¢ (the clerk) is pr fent at the pay- 
*¢ mentofthe workmen, and takes 
$6 theirreceipts,”? This fhould have 
been done by the clerk who paid 
them ; and moft likely it is fo, for 
when there is next to nothing to 
do, in a public office, the clerks 
naturally mount guard in turn, 
while the reft feek employment or 
amufement fomewhere elfe. It is 
affirmed by people who frequent 
the mint, that they have been at a 
lofs to find aclerk there, and that 
fome of the receivers of thefe fala- 
ries of five hundred dollars do not 
once enter it, unlefs perhaps to 
fign a receipt for their wages.— 
They are to be found regularly do- 
ing bufinets at other places, 
(To be continued, ) 
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NATIONAL (C&CONOMY. 


Extra& from a M. S. volume in poffeffion of the Editor, 
which, perhaps, at fome future day, may be unfolded to the 
public eye.—It is written by the author of the Political Pro- 
grefs of Britain, ‘Lhefe (ile enormities, are clues to greater 
ones ; but they are facts, andare not to be compared with the 
vifionary clues of Robert Goodloe Harper, which, like a wi/ 


o’ the wisp, conftantly dance before his imagination, and al-., 


ways clude his grafp. 


THE EXTRACT. 


‘* In the fallof 1797, there was 
feized in the diftriét of Norfolk and 
Portfmouth, the fair play, a fmug- 
gling f{chooner boat. She had on 
board five kegs, and two half pipes 
of wine, and one cafk of rum.— 
The boat and caryo were fold at 
Norfolk. The charges of fale and 
fafe keeping came to three hun- 
dred and forty four dollars, and 
feventeen cents. The proceeds of 
fale were two hundred and forty 
four dollars, and twenty five cents. 
Thus, the balance due to the depu- 
ty marhhal, after deducting the 
proceeds, which he got by the ven- 
due, was ninety nine dollars and 
ninety two cents, which the Uni- 
ted States loft by the feizure. But 
farther, government was liable to 
the informer, tn one half of the 
two hundred and forty four dollars 
and a quarter, for which the boat 
and cargo had been fold, 





Dolls, Cente, 
This half comes to 122 42 1-2 
Balance due the 


deputy Marfhal } 99 9% 


Total lofg to the 

U. States, 

Two hundred and twenty two 
dollars are but a trifling matter 
for a government to lofe. Yer, 
we muft confider that, until the 
prefent year, the public income 
has confifted almoft entirely of im- 
polt, and tonnage, and that, even 
in 1799, they form feven millions 
and four hundred thoufand dollars, 
out of theten millions of comput- 
ed revenue. The queftion then 
comes to be, whether you are wil- 
ling to entroft yeur whole eftatein 
the hands of a man, who has pluck- 
ed you to the value of two hundred 
dollars. In the bill of charge, 
two hundred and forty two dollars 
and forty cents are ftated for the 


N 
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custody of the scheoner boat for one 
hundred and fifty three days, at 
one dollar aud a half per day, 
‘The deputy marthal did not much 
neglect hisother bufinefs, or injure 
his perfonal conftitution, by his 
fatigue in attending to the fafety 
of his ward. The boat was run 
up into the mud, foffered to he 
there till, as it is aliedged, the was 
rotten, aid then the deputy fold 
her for eight dollars, The very 
nails that held her together mutt 
have been worth twice or four 
times that fum. The fale was de- 
Jayed for an hundred and fifty three 
days, from the time of feizure, 
Part of this poftponement was 
with a view to the dollar and an 
half per day that has been charged 
for the safe keeping of the boat. 
"This imputation amounts to an ab- 
Solute certainty, which will appear 
from what follows. The citation 
to the mafter was given in Sept. 
though the account does not name 
the particular day. The ftatute of 
congrefs, of September 24th, 1789, 
ordains, that there fhall be four 
feflions in the year of each diftrict 
court, and it was before this court 
that the cafe of the Fair Play, fell 
to betried. The feflions of Vir- 
ginia, are held upon the third 
‘Tuefdays of March, June, Sep- 
tember and December. Hence, 


the boat muft have been condem- 
nedeither in September, or D-cem- 
ver; and, as the fale did not take 
place till February iff, 1798) th 
delay was evidently defigned for 
; 4 li ae A 

fome particular purpofe. n 


EXTRACT, 


old rotten hulk was kept up f 


five months at an expence of two 


hundred and forty two doll: rs; 
and then fhe was fold for ¢ plit 
dollars, If an overfeer were to 
act in this way for but halfa day, 
his emplover would turn bim off 
the plantation, If the boat was 
not condemned in September, the 
fhould have been fo, for the feizure 
was made as hundred and fifty three 
days, previous to the aft of Feb, 
and this interval throws us back 
precifely to the 1ft of September, 
1797. ‘The cafe ought, therefore, 
to have been tried esther on the 
third Tuefday of September, or of 
December. If the deputy mar- 
fhal, himfelf, bad been to pay a 
third perfon for this keeping of the 
boat, and to receive nothing by 
her but thefe eight dollars, the 
vendue would not have been defer- 
red till February 1ft, 1798. 

What are we to think of the 
cuftom-houfe officers at Norfolk, 
who fuffered the beat to lie routing 
for fuch a length of time, in the 
mud, and whe finally pafled {uch 
an exorbitant account? All the 
real trouble which the deputy mar- 
fhal had to perform, could with 
eafe have been overtaken in fix 
hours, fo that he was paid for his 
agency at the rate of fifty feven 
dollars per hour, Out of the 
whole account piven in by himfelf, 
here is only ome article of cath ad- 
vanced, viz a dollar and feventy 
five cents, for advertifimg the fale. 
The reft is net profit by his agen- 
Cy. 
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¢¢No man,” fays Juvenal, ¢¢rea- 
ches at once tothe laft ftage of 
wickednefs.”” Ne public officer 
would have paffed this account, un- 
lefs he had been in the kabit of fimi- 
lar tranfactions. It is highly pro- 
bable that the deputy marfhal re- 
ceived but a finall part of the boo- 
ty. ** Doft thouthink,” fays Fal- 
ftaf, **that Lam vo be damned 
gratis??? There can be no quef- 
tion that athoufand affairs of tis 
kind are annually buried in Glence ; 
and filence, like other commodi- 
ties, mult be paid for. But the 
proper blame does not reft with the 
comptroller of the treafury, or the 
cuftom-houle officers, and far le{s 
with the deputy marthal, This 
man only did what almoft every 
ether man would have done in his 
place. He knew that fpeculation 
would go forward, either with or 


“without him; and he took advan- 


tage of a bungling ftatute of con- 


grefs, to promote the intereft of 


his family. In order to give com- 
plete fatisfaction on this fubject, 
here follows an exact copy of the 
original bill, as prefented by the 
deputy marthal to the collector of 
the cuftoms, and paft at the trea- 
fury of the United States. 

‘¢ Dr. the United States pr. Or- 
way Bird, efq. collector of the 
diftrict of Norro!k and Portf- 
mouth, on account of the fei- 
zure, condemnation and fales, 

of the fchooner boat, Fair 
Play, five kegs and two half 
pipes of wine, and one cafk 


of rum in account current 
with James Hunter, deputy 
marfhal, Cr,”’ D, C. 


aon Sep “9 guileaoe 
61797, Sept. To mileage, 
exccuting citations on five 
kegs of wine, bf 40 


Todo, on one cafk of rum, 11 40 


To do, on two half pipes of 
wine, ¥1 40 


To do, on fchr. Fair Plav, 11 40 


ora le mafler ¢ » 
To citing the mafter, 1 50° 
To 153 days cuftody, at 
150 cents per day, 242 40 


To mileage on each decree, 
11 40 45 6o 


To advertifing fales, 175 


. ( ify yn A aA- 
To commitit mm On 244. 25. 
at 3 percent per contra, 7 32 





344 17 





[This isthe amount of charges, 
and it is evident that the actual 
labour did not require above half 
a day. The mileage comes to 
more than ninety dollars, and the 
deputy refides in Norfolk: hence, 
alti’ be had been paid by the yard, 
inftead of the mile, this m ney 
might have carried him to the 
field of action. We come now 
to the other fide of the account, 
the proceeds of fale, ] 
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‘¢Dr. 1798, Feb. r, By a- 


mount of fales, ViZ.— 


One cafk oldrum, mr, My- 

ers, 9 

One half pipe wine, N. M* 
Gill, 75 
One do, William Plume, 61 
Five kegs wine, four, ealh, 6 

hoover Fair Play, T. 
Stepbenfor, 8 
244 25 


Py ball. due JamesHuntcr, gg 92 
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‘* Norfolk, Feb 1, 1798 —E£rrors 
; excepie : 

(Signed) JAMES HUNTER, 

Deputy Marfhal,’’ 


It is impoflible to read this ac- 
count without a file of indigna- 
tion. The enormity ef the naked 
ftatement comes home to every 
underftanding. It could neither 
be aggravated by the eloquence of 
Cicero, nor diminifhed by that of 
Demofthenes: godols. for imagin- 
iry mileage! and two hundred and 
forty-two dollars for the cuftody of 
a boat that fold for eight dollars! 
If this piece of naval architedture 
was much larger thag a common 
beef-tub, the wood alone was 
worth more than eight dollars at 
the*back of mr. Hunter’s chim- 
ney. The rigging and iron 
work mult alfo have been valu- 
ed at fomething. Throsgh 
such hands pafs three fourths of the 
revenue of the United States; for 
we have no reafon to fuppofe that 


_— 


the collector at Norfolk is either 
better or worfe than the bulk of his 
brethren, Confidence and refpon- 
fibility are annexed to his flation; 
and the candid prefumpiion is that 
Mr. Bird would not commit him- 
felf by an ation offenfive to his 
fuperiors, Thefe obfervations are 
not, therefore, made with a defion 
to hurt the feelings of an individu. 
al, to Whom the remarker js an ale 
folate {tranger. The proper blaine 
kies at the fountain head, that isto 
fay, in the clamfy laws of congrefs, 
The fees of the marfhals, as fixed 
by that body, have long been a 
fubject of complaint and dijpute, 
but in vain, 


In the midft of fiuch doings, a 
minority of the delegates of Vir- 
ginia have dared to addrefs their 
conftituents in thefe terms: ‘* We 
‘¢ derive great confolaticn in ree 
‘* minding ourfelves of the follow- 
ing facts ; that our refources are 
‘¢ valt, are annually increaling, are 
«*managed with ability, and dif- 
«* burfed with integrity ; that they 
‘* are applied to the people’s good, 
«© and the people’s good only, con- 
«* fonant to their intention, and by 
** their chofen fervants,’’* 

As for ability and integrity, the 
Farr Pray is only one inftance 
out of ten thoufand; and that the 
minority may no longer expofe 
their ignorance toridicule, or their 
hypocrify to deteflation, they had 
better perufe the following chapter, 


* See their late counter address. 
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RicuMmonp, Vircinia, May 15th, 1799. 
7O THE FRIENDS OF SCIENCE AND PATRONS 
OF LITERATURE. 


AT atime when party rage and political rancour threaten to re- 
trogade the fecial virtues ; ;—when many of the high circles of fociety 
are te intoxicated with fafhionable follies, the falfe pleafures of difli- 
pation, and the unlimited gratification of the paflions, as to leave lit- 
tle time or inclination for literary purfuits, or the improvement of the 

‘ind ;—-when every enterprife, but more efpecially thofe of a literary 
Rature, are fupported or neglected, in the ratio that they promote the 
injury or intereft of one or the other party ; and when we reflect that 
the people of this ftate have not been in the habit of fupporting publi- 
cations devot: -d to that kind of literature which is calculated to allure 
the mind into the paths of virtue, and temperance, and fortify the 
paflions of youth againft the fafcinating qualities of the numerous vices 
whick furround them, perhaps it may be efteemed pref{umption and fol- 
ly in me to attempt to inftitute a publicat ion under a title fo novel, 
mottos fo harmonious, and with a motive fo unufual as 


THE MINERVA; 
OR, 


LADY’s anp GENTLEMAN’s MUSEUM. 
Moral and Literary—Polite Amufement—Biography and Novels. 
Tc improve the manners ;—to cultivate the mind. 
To mix instruction with delight,—merality with pleasure. 


“« Where virtue is, there is happiness.” 


THE favorable opinion, however, which I have formed of the peo- 
ple of Wirginia, induces me to believe that the enterprize will be re- 
warded with fuccefs, and has pronipted me to determine on the experi- 
ment, A defire to cultivate the focial virtues, and check the progrefs 
of the prominent vices in the ftate, where I expect to pafs my days ; 
and a regret to fee that ftate behind any in the Union, in the advan- 
tages of improvement, have confpired with other powerful motives to 
produce this publication. 

In order to render the Museum acceptable to all clafles of fociety, 
political acrimony fhall be entirely excluded :-—Thofe, alike, whe ad- 
mire or condemn the meafures of government, may enjoy its advanta- 
ges without being flung by party or perfonal reflections ; all, therefore, 
who do not fuffer their perfonal prejudice to overbalance their love of 
virtue, muft wifh fuccefs to the undertaking, 
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No perfon can, more than my‘elf, lament the interruption of mu- 
tual kind offices in private life, and refpe&tful attention due to wor- 
thy -haraéters, which is occafioned by a difference in political fenti- 
ments:— That noble generofity which ought to animate the breaft of 
every American, loudly forbids this domeftic violence. 

Tue L£diter pledges himfelf to the Ladies, that the Minerva thall 
be condufted upon the ftri€teft rules of delicacy ; and that no fubjc& 
or fentence fhall be introduced which fhall wound the chafte ear of 
modefty ; and hopes by his endeavors to pleafe and improve, that the 
Museum will merit the efteem and fupport of the fair daughters of 
Virginia. 

Gentlemen of leifure, who peflefs tafte and talents, are cordially 
invited to contribute the fruits of their genius to render the Alinerva 
inftructive and amufing. 
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Tue Minerva hall be printed on a large fheet of fine white 
paper, with a new type, in a quarto form, making eight pages, and 
executed with as much elegance as any periodical publication what- 
ever. The work fhall commence about the firft of July enfuing, and 
be continued every Saturday, for one quarter of a year, let the lift of 
fubfcribers be few or numerous. Five hundred copies wi!l be carried 
through the prefs, and if that number of fubfcribers fhould not be 
obtained to fupport the enterprife, the publication will be fufpended 
at the end of the quarter, and the Editor muft feek indemnification 
for the expences of his fhort lived publication, im the fale of his com- 
pilation in volumes. 


The fubfecription for the Minerva is four dollars a year, to be paid 

P y P 
in advance; but as it is uncertain whether a fufficient number of fub- 
fcribers will engage to fupport the work, and as the Editor pledges 
himfelf to continue it three months, the fubfcription for that time 
only, which is one dol/ar, will be required in advance, and that he 
may anticipate a trifle towards the indemnification of the expences of 
preparation, it mult be done at the time of fubfcribing. 





ANY Printer who conceives himfelf to be fituated in a fociety 
where the Minarva would receive fupport, and is willing to adda 
link to the chain of mutual conneétion, in the circle of typographical 
brethren, is defired to publiih the foregoing, receive and tranfmit 
fubfcriptions, and command at any time the like fervices from the 


Editor. 
J. LYON. 
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THE | 

MANUEL OF A FREEMAN: | 

Bs Or, Tur REAsOoNABLE ExposITION i 
OF THE : 

MENTAL POINTS OF : 

UNIVERSAL PoxiticAL RicuHtT. 


Translated from the French 
BY A CITIZEN OF VIRGINIA: 
(Originally published in Holland, before the revolution. ) 
WITH NOTES BY THE TRANSLATOR? 
es a 


CONDITIONS. 






I, THIS book will confift of about 112 pagesePrice half a - 
dollar. 






II. As foon as the number of Subfcribers will be fafficient to 


defray the expence of publication, the work will be put to prefs, ” 














Subfcribers names are taken, at the cflice of The Examiner, Rich- 
mond; and at the office of the Genius of Liberty, Frederickfburg, 
Virginia. ——-By Freneau & Paine, Charlefion, S, C.—at the cffice 
of The Tellegraphe, Baltimore, Marvland ; by Mathew Carey, 
book-feller, Philadelphia ; by N. Judah, bookfeller, New. York; 
by Barber & Southwick, Albany ; and by Caleb Bingham, 

bookfeller, Bofton, 
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